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For the # American troopers who must vade through the waist-deep
mud of the upper Hekong Delta, the watchword fomeibenm is to keep their eye
on the hole--where the Communists are-~rather than on the donut formed by
U. S. cep companies.

The 1lst Brigade of the U, S, 9th Infantry Division bhas thus far
successfully engaged the Communist organized battalions in Long An province--the
gateway to the Mekong Delta situated less than 15 miles scuth of Saigone-and bhas
secured the southem arc of the capital's defense. nying at 1800 feet altitude,
American commanders cap often look out on3 ‘é:qéooz‘ QC,M
Mﬂs to «ﬁ-w orders battlefield orders to their units below-eand
\hqk out the QMWM to see the high-rige skyline of

Saigone
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"Our tactical encirclements have evolved over the past four or five
months, " one let Brigade officer explained. “Bncirclements are classical
military tactics which have been on the books for a long time.

"But, here we bave been coming out with a new edition. We emphasis
more firepower and more psyops (psychological operations) with the idea of
American units surrounding the mmpletdy so that he must make the
choice of surrendering or d%‘“

The synchronizedes emphasis of the lst Brigade's tactics is significantly
characterised by thebe ol s
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y 4x Concentrated usage of every a¥éfTal available electronic,
airborne and human means of tracking down Commist uniis, These means
include ¥ treetop lmrel helicopter reconnaissance, smed¥: spall-unit

B nomﬂsqhmo by sero-riflemen, inveMygtence intelligence
rerorts from villagon or prisoners, people-sniffing machines that detect
hmiahmmmmmmlatodm st andmndmdarm trackings,
nce a Commmist unit is tracked dmm, then American infantry companies
are heli-dropped into tre area to encircle it. In the past, the emphasis
was on using Amewdesn larger American infantry units on search-and-destroy
sweepe to find the Communists-and then to fight them. But, the exhaustive,
time-conmuming job was first finding the elusive Communists, rather than

ergaging him,

-~gore reuter



zeze sag
yy nnm
donut 5 (normass/deepe)

\7@ mcf. the Commmist units have been lmset pinpointed, then

American commanders begin the encircle-—or "making the donut"--by using
ovesmbenlin overwhelmingly superior numbers of American troops to prevent
the Communist escape, using helicopter mobility to move the troops in
- quickly--using firepower sepr superiority of air, artillery and gunshiﬁ_—d
instead of ground troopd to fight the Commnists, Someiimessss Once,

as many as 17 American companies were shuttled in to encircle a mfureod
Communist Mpm‘éf' sometimes the shuttling of American troopujp thg
battlefield encirclement takes as long as 12 hours, and gwes is finished
during night-time under the light of 1nu-1mﬁng flaves,

erb———" S

?’ !!?he mairclenmt alleviates or solves one of pm he past.
W uhervar we found the Communists, they were so elusive, they'd juat
fall thmghthnmm, as we used to say, and beldwasads |7
always escape,” one lst Brigade officer explained. "So, tkmy we began
wWWlv evolving our encirclement concept to prevent this."

—=more reuter
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TE3§ Well-coordinated emphasis on psychologicel operations during the
encirclement to coax or convince the Communists either to voluntarily
give up or to besese surrender as prisoners of war,

"We'd xm much rather capture the enemy or cause him to surrender than
to kill him,” an American G3f officer explained. "Our dream is to get a
whole unit to defect to us-——vebtyper-dhsn.g rather than getting a high
bodycounty by killing them all.f

"Some-wfeeur prisoners bx and defectors have said they vere afraid to
die~~this is their most common statement. So, during the battles, we try to
emphasize that they have a choice--eidbessto either be killed or that they
do not have to diey~that they will be treated well if they surrender to us.
We use the doctrine that 'this-is-your-last-chance-to-be-saved”. It does not

alvays work, but we keep trying.”
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The results of the refinement and coordinatior of the demut operations
has been a.n an impressive, if not congistertly remarkable, kill ratio
for the lst ‘rigade--generally more than 20 Communists killed and cartured
for every Americsn killed in action. For the first 19 days of September, the
Prigade bas killed 303 Communists, captured 50 individuals and 182
weapons., Highteen Americans were ki!.lsd in this time period—-and 100 wounded.
Even with this lopwsided kill‘-xltign m, {2 American commanders
appy—at. that T ey roughly sixty or seventy per cent of the
American % brignél ﬁghting in the rice paddies will be killed or wounded
in action within a year's time.
jmerican commanders believe they sctually kill even more Comrunists
than theykgep count gf; only those bodies that are physically recovered
are counted; no estimates of others killed are ;}.luwad’;;' ~Communists who
are wounded, tut not eaptmd are not tallie&g *’tﬁu butﬂnﬁeld bodycount
of the brigade is not enggamtad as the Anerim command in Sai on
had allowed at times in the past. The commanders admit that being
"bodycount oriented” is an insdequate vay to measure their vork in the
province, Yut _that as long as the brigade's mission is destruction of
Communist big-unit formations, it seews to be the single most appropriate
index of their effectiveness,
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Since the brigade ass:med responsibility for big-unit fighting in
long An province on June 23, %ithuywa&aﬂnbadlythmofthc
eight Communist battalions in the province they have merged with other battalions
and has whittled down a third battalion to 37 men.
*Three months ago, there were six enemy battalions active in the area,
#x province, excluding gua guerrillas and district companies,” one brigade
officer explained., “"And since then they have reinforced with two more
entire battalions and elements of another to total more than eight battalions.
"Now there asre four battalions combat effective and able to
- Besmeever mnaneuver st all., And the average strength of these four battalions
are down from 300 men to 150 men each, We have also emphasiszed taking prisoners
_of war--and have been relatively successful at that."
The brigade woild in time be sble to win the big-unit var in long Ane
except for constant reinforcements filtering back inte the area.

--more reuter
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"But, now we're getting a big influx of North Vietnamese im down here, ®
the officer contirued., “Many of the b‘tjf:aliom in the province have just
come back from Cambodia for refitting, kwem retraining and rerlacements.
Hany of their replacements are now North Vietramese, where before they
wer® the units wore predominantly local Viet Cong. In early June,
thwmtofthampodtionof the units here were North Vietnameses
now the battalions here a»e 50 per cant or more North Vietnamese troops and
20 to 40 per cent of their commanders are North Vietnsmese.
“In early June, ome North Vietnamese replacement unit came into Long
4n with 500 men, ‘e caught it their firset day in the province and hit them four
days in a rov, killing 300 of them., That battalion vas broken up and the 200
survivors were redistrituted to the local force battalions.
“Fow, the enemy is avoiding contact and is breaking up into platoons; many
of our recent contacts are less than platoon strength (roughly 30 men). When
ourle® brigade premes and finds the Commnist wnits, ve smesh them—so the
altemative for the enemy is to fragment. It becomes incressingly diffieult to
find and fight him, A week ago, the Commmists began to get up and run wé
when we came into an area. This was unigque; usually they hide until night and
then sneak away. The last two times, they started jumping in the stresms to
get avay from us and the helicopter gunshipe wen¥d shoot them up,”
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Since mid-June, the Wi brigade has launched 18 to 20 engi
donut® encirclement operations, of which about half dozen were uigniﬁmtly
fruitful for them. One of these was on August 12 and 13, when the 520th
Viet Cong local force battalion was contacted. More than 100 Communist
bodies and several priscners were recovered w on the battlefield,
mek mainly from the use of artillery and /S tger non-lethal tear gas-vomiting
gas that was dropped consistently throughout the night. (0Often, as much as
2000 rounds of artillery are pounded ikt into the hole of the domut throughout
mnightmamafmﬁngmt the Commmunists or inducing them to surrender.

On another occasion, 1‘7Wm¢h¢dw in to form the
domut; the results were 93 Communists dead, four def voluntary defectors,
14 prisoners of war and a rumber of weapons, American losses were 11 killed
in action and 27 wounded.

~more reuter
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The "checkerboard" technique was used by the brigade before arriving
in Long An province, while it was operating nesthe~Gmmdweign-border in the
non-populated, marshy prairies of the p Plain of Reeds. Then, the W@
brigade commander heli-dropped a handful of Amerfesar troope into each
of the owewwes] mﬁlmteraid squares on his map of their area of
responsibility, Each smalljunit swept WBr its individual grid squave
as a thorough means of 4 finding the Compunists.

Thie technique was later modified in the more diversified terrain of
Long An province into 4 " an “advanced checkerboard,” which became known
as "31ttgxfmmn¢," Instead of using infantry troops to sweep each grid square
on the MM§®, the Lrigade placed more enephasis @n the problem of detecting
the Communists #& by more sophisticated and *& systematic means.

Bach mormning the brigade staff scrutinized all t¥® their raduepressy
radar and intelligence data frc ?3:!;?3 P@;\ Lp};exioul ni_f;h}:, }han’ J‘g digyatchad
ten helicopters to the® hom “These ten helicopters formed the
4veglt brigades's Alr Cavalry unit and included one PRSP people-sniffing
helicopter, three light scout helicopters, several amed gunahi?; for
protection and four troop-carrying helicopters loaded with THUNPrEmsts
organic rifle platoon.

--more reuter
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If the people-sniffing helicopter, vwhich detected humen ammonia body

o#d¥ odors, got a "hot reading” from the non-populated area, then tear gas
camnisters were dropped by the scout helicopters which ¢ hovered so low over
the nipa palms that the back blast from the engine brushed aside the palm leaves
hiding the Communists. If the target still looked suspicious, the airbome
rifle platoon was dropped in to inspect. If contact vk developed with the
Communists, then "jitterbugging" was employed. Another covey of IO

ten helicopters carried two-thirds of an infantry company--zbout 60 or 70 menw
and the battalion commander would insert troops from either five of these
16¥6p helicopters or else all ten of them to sweep through the area. If the
commander inserted all %W, hovever, and the target vas insignificant, then
he had wasted his air mobility; the American units could travel no faster

in the waist-deep rice paddies than the Communists. Cenerally, ofYy-five
troops from only five helicopters were inserted, with the ¥ the other five
kept on airborne alert. Then, if the initial target tumed out to be
ingignificant, the troops from the five airbomrme helicopters were rushed
elsewhere to search out another ho#P hotspot area, vhile the greti¥d troops

on the ground were picked up by their £ive helicopiers.
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"All this hopping around with multiple insertions to sweep many targets

with a minimm of time and human fatigue became known to the brigade as the

jitterbug technique,” one officer ewpFE#¥” explained. “Sometimes we make

17 of these small insetions in one day throughout the brigade just to find a
good Communist target.

"If we make contact with troops fx';::%the first five helicopters, then
the first major decision to be made is whether this contact is just a few
enipers or if it is & big unit that sho 1d be encircled. The brigade
commander must decide this-—and if it is really a hot target, then he
commisbbe commits every company in the brigade and a few times we've even
received help from companies in another brigade. '

- "Wetve had 16 to-20 successful enciFel6s encirclements thus far, of
which six were really-eignificant. 'If we get an ‘Sarly morning contact, we
have the whole day to pile on the other companies. But sometimes we must
insert during the night-time, wusing illumination. ¥e do not have enough
h elicopters to move all the brigade at cne time—so the choppers shuttle
the & Aroops into the domut area for hours at a time.

-=more reuter
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“Then the key M i: to make subsequent #mEETio ipsertiom far enough
avay from the contact area to bloekt the major routes of exit ¥, ’ut the
Communists are not in a neat configuration in neat little nipa PETENI™upI™
paliigp, If we try a narrow encirclement, other MEWEo insertions will be
tied down and won't cut the escape routes. Also the use of tactical air and
artillery is very tricky in such a small area and our problems of indirect
fire are compounded ten fold.
"Generally we insert troops 1000 to 1500k meters from the first contact
and then bring in subsequent lifts to plug the gaps. By nightfall, we might
havolOornmpaMesiw(m&hlym&tmpa)incﬂRhm ad
to 600 to 800 meters long by nightfall, Then, during the night, sy
we pour artillery into the hole of the donut; IMF"I¥suckra this demands
such great accuracy that the artillery commander helicopters over the area
and, personally directs the & battery fire. During the night we may fire
2000 rounds into the middle of the domut. We haven't had any American casulaties

artillery errors yati but ‘puasfg:;neo the rounds come in so close that the
artillery fragments the American troops.  After the all-night
bombardment, the troops at dawn begin sweeping the area."

--more reuter
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American officers concede that the donut operations are stited to the
flat, terrasin of the Emeww-rice-paddies, where the "digt "delts wegion is
one giant landing szone for our helicopters.” In the jungled highlands,
23 suitable places to land troop-carrying helicopters are limited, and this
would constrict an American commander attewpting gn encirclement or "jitterbugging"
in this area.

Thus far, the Communists have not developed a consistent counter-domut
plan, although they have in some areas foiled the igglhem smerican moves.
If there is not a high density of American troops, sometimes-the Commmuniste—
especially local guerrillas, rather than North Vialxate- Vietnamese~~spake
still manage to sneak out of the domut % under pipa the nipa palm leaves or
through the streams. In other cases, the Communisis allow the American
troops to come udmutmwmﬂafmtheirbmﬂmﬂimbofm

i dcans w American-killed or wounded
use of aixphan air and artillery bembardments.

T So far, the mis
b of the bwe briamde by meing all their forces inside the hole of the domut
and spearheading a drive on one point of the donut. 'iu\\) the Commnists hasw D J
used this technique to bresk out of an encirclemeiit; by the U, 5, Army 1018t |
'Aurbcmu Bnm in tho m,ga mghboﬁne province of Hau Mpi Nghia--and Q ‘bloody,
[ ‘ 103 Communiste and 30 Americans dead.
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