(Morgan Gandy)

SAIGON, 06210, (UPIS)s=-The emergency evacuation of 71

American civilisns and rovernrent employes from the rebel city of

Hue tonight graphically illustrates-~-in miniaturee-the political
jeopardy of the United States presence in Vietnome

The provincial office of the U, S. Agency for

Fhe s £ o ™ L3 :
Developnent (L. I. D.) was closed, as American cconomic advisors

were withdrawn, leoving hmirkag the  supoly warehouses unattendedy

Two offdcers with the Joint United States Public Informas tion&

s

Officee=an offshoot of United States Information Service,
which assiste with psychclogical warfare operations--were o?ﬁgééga'
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evacuatedyd on the advise of the acting American consul,.

About Tifteen to oqaitJ %ﬂbi*ﬁ7ﬁ éEV Arry advisors to the
dissident Third Regimenty irst Vietnamese Infaniry I

were ordered to withdfawn to the Amer

brealzing American contact with that

"fhat regiment was supposed to go back to their battle 5%;5%
pos tions to fight the Communists," one reliable source ex?la;nad‘
"But they still haven't gone--and so the Americans left thenm."

The Vietnamese division conmender has sided with the
Buddhist~inspired demonstrators and "Struggle Committee
personalites--insicad of 3 n the central governmeut headed
by Nguyen C Priwme linigter Nguyen Cao Kys

(More~~iiller~~BD)
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The American contract o9 ye technicians for the powerful

Anerican=supported Voice of ﬁ?@edam, which beams free world

Comnunist Chinay

aggady Lo dloyth V;@s&%&zz andgegoptagrn,

p"'ﬁs of

was left ino vc*atlve.
The American Consulate Gereral, the American military
T — -
headquarters for the First I to the Vietnauese Flrst Infantzy g%%%
Divisicn and some United States Marine Corps combal units‘%%
protecting even more aﬁfQEfét delicate comnmunfications ﬁﬁé&éﬁp
systems and the Hue airbase are still staying in the areas
But, no ome would speculate for how leﬁgq

Clcarggf Victnan is fraying apart at the éE% SCAMS e

v ‘“.$

18 P o
While Prine Minister Nguyesn Cao Xy has averﬁc&“@gé/éecomd B0
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eivil war--his Marines fighting rebel trocops loyal to tae Budéhise

led Strugrle Committee in Ine and Demeang--ihe prQBQLCLa of

moye ram lé.‘ u.}.l.a E

indicates Lthe American military and political posture here is

hirhly guestionable in Uthe liyfres iutures

o

(More~-iller-~ED)
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~gecond add~--morgan gandy--saigoh x x x in the future x X
The gravest danger of all is zm that the C Commnists are
seizing control--and indirectly leading=--the anti-Ky, anti-éméﬁge
bmerican agitation.
Victnanese sources call hs% termed this subtle subversiocn

ag the "invisible hands of the Communists" pulling the strings

fy’iﬁ‘*‘”f A G TR e & U ?‘* ét 34 o

on fthe sn.i:ua;iiou, d.‘choagh the most relisble sources here believe

Prine Minister Ky "went too far, too fast" by labelling the whole

e,

movenent of ayn.tv.ﬁlon as 00‘5@5 Communiste

"This is aye J&mutlfhl plan of subversion by the Comumunists
one u Western =¥ source exploined., "It's straight out of theif
hondboolie

The best description of Vietnam tonight was written by
General Vo Nguyen Giap=--the Communisi gemeral who defeated the
French here @’ moren decade ago, when he wroted

that the Communist D@L strategy was %o ?ﬂa ser bl?

all the forces capable of &2 being unilted, FEReREEEER s
neutralizing all those which o could be % neutralized, div
all those it was possible to divide in order to digect the

the spearhead at the chief enemy of the revolution, invading

imperialism.™

(More=-iller==ED)
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Tonight, some "invisible hands" are "dividing all

4

hose (Vietnamese) it was possible to divide."--and norptno

T

end is in sight.

The present crisis is for more grave than previous
ones on two significant counted.

1. This is the first political crisis since the
committment of American éombat ground units aye year ago.
The government of Prime Minister Ky took power peacefully
in aye palace conference last June.

2. This is the first time the Buddhist leadership
attempted to topple aye military government. In The crisis
against the late Ngo Dinh Diem in nineteen sixty three,
the Buddhist agitation was futiles-until the Vietnamée army
launched the final blow. Again, aye year later, the
Buddhists agitated--much like during the present crisig—-
against Prime Minister Tran Van Huong—--but still it was
- the Vietnamese military command that had to bring the

civilian government down.

(More--l1iller--BD)
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This crisis is fan%%_ more scrious internally because the
Vietnamese armed forces is the governmenteeand the Buddhist leadesn

eadership 1 attempling to topple the nilitary regime by

: = s e ! e
shattering %%? both the military discipline and the political

anthordity of

the arwed fo“c“s.

5 1 2% s 1 o . 5 & g 3 & PR DGR
general of the Vieinamesse

for securing Hue,

with the a 1%“-”0?“?3;Oﬂt % Duddhist lecadership and announced he

would fight both the Comnunists and the Saigon regime, Since,

the security of Anmericans could notrptnot be h;gaafLCOd, the

"non~essential” personnel were ai® evacuated by iéﬁéﬁﬁ helicopter

¥ar more serious, ihe First Corps Commander, lNaje Gen,

- e
%

Nguyen Van Chuan, who is responsible for the five morthern rrovine
provinces, is also siding with the Buddhist leadership, but more

subtly. If he openly sides with the Buddhists in the future, By

American Marines to pacify the i
rural population while having mammoth anti-government dexgnoiralbis

.

3 - 3 311y 7 w P B3 o
denonstrationg in their rear base wou gseriously eurtail the

£

anti~Comuunist wear effort--—if ﬂotr%tﬂou make it politically
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But, the worst blow came today, when sources close to

the Prime Minister's Office revealed that Ky's Deputy Prime

Minister--and Minister for VWar--leneral Nguyem Huu Co, had zlso
indirectly sided with the Buddhist-led Commitiees dissident

£ ol

R B };;e,
Minister Ky by ¢ iie*ﬂ*vrr ta‘n@éﬂ!ﬂfﬁé two battalions of
o ik b

Vietnamese Marines %aﬁiﬁaﬁe/%hc Danang airbas e ~wishere they are
N {‘ -
.ti!r..

ii/ﬁurn protecting American uarlnus~~ana;ratara t0 Saigons Ky

hurriedly dispatched Lta. Gens Cao Van Vien, chief of staff of
the Vietnamese High Command, to re~order the Vietnamese Marines

to remain in position around the Danang airbase.

(lore==Hiller~-5D)
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as the military sicinline and political vnity of the Vieinamese
i i
- . S %) i v & - 5 *
armed forces fraguentiBg,  Priue lHinister Ky hurriedly called

I

together oye 'rourndtable” discussion with some of the ranking

religious and political groupings to work out aye political

L o

formulaie’ @ legelly transitioning power into the hends of the
N

R

et civilianse
. But, p=E@s prospects of that looked doomed=-for bhommeges

even the moderate Buddhist leaders who are for fomenting Ky's

4

problems boycotied the session.
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