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SALGCH, SEPTEUBER g-Allied militexy succosscs heve induced the
Communists to shift the timing, sequence and styla of thoir current third
ofy af‘fmaima. Buts the hoart of their Communist strategy remains
unchangod~—the eventual agsault into South Vietnan's major cities, :.nfemed
sources reporte

The Communists® ground offensive thus far hes been nericusly--but
not decisively—weckened by miaﬁ wmmiw sctions and BARCUVEEH™~
espocicily the ARYEu Us Se Navy cepture of the Commmist battle plen %o
atta ck Saigone !

But, no rTepeat no Allied officisisc hero are 80 opsimiatie as to
stote that the Allied succoss ‘thus for hove totally “premompted” the
Conmuniod m oity~nassulty or that the Commmists are so week end
eonfuscd they hove GETREMEEy closen to eall off indefinitely theix

bigeanit # ground thyusts inte the citiese
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debating vhether this is e Trs~el true offensive, a pHEEE PO
poeudo=offensive, o quasi-ocffensive or gimply the first phase of an
offenalvos Yot, most of these informed souvces of varying mlitical '

colorations agree thet the Commmist offonsive thus fer has been FOIETIVOLY
o velatively wedk show of force in vhich the Communists have suffered.
a substantisl mumber of casualties without a proportionate political=
peychological gain either internally or internationallye

fhese intellectual debates, howover, gcenter arvound nuances of
emoteric militfm definitions end attempte to gocond=guess Communist
future moves. lgre atmiﬂ.amt is that Communist radio broadsasts,
some oaptured documents and priamru axplicitly state that the third
offensive hes begumn—-and that the Commmists intend to keep it rolling

for "bigeer and bigger vietoriess"
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But, Ir the Alliﬁﬁ.ﬁtm%?a have not vepeat not totally blm
the Commnist roll-in & for their city-atiacks, they have done the
seoond best thing--capiured & é:m;imeu‘k revealing key por‘!‘«if)z;g oi' ﬁw
Comunist baittle plan for assoulting Saigone The dvcument was Ilnvelusble
to the Allied commends horo--it revealed the Communist dntention of moving
b{ttalims, gapper snd commendo wnite inte Snlgon ond Its fxingesy ' theix
routes of ecntry into the oity, and 1t also specified tho time frame of
the atinoks It=wms The B third offensivo wes set for cerly August—
@es proounebly to attempt to influence the American polit‘}.bal e
party conventions during zi‘e that pivotal monil,

s=pore reulel



D

"

o nim

shift 4 (normass/deepe)

L . In the ﬁ"ﬁ"“% of “petwospoctabllity"—as one Auerican mtanzg:sma officor

-

W appreising Commumnict past a0 tiong~=inforned sources hor now believe
the Allied cspture oi the damt foreod th@ Gmmﬁta to make s strotegic
Teassepsnonts Their most pmbamy opﬁma

e ':‘fL*il

S

1, Lownoh the af% effenst

: k 5 4 m}
at:xing tha May offencdve~~vhen %the Aui«as hod wded boon boqueathod the Communiet

battle plon by o defsadom. high-ranking defectors The Cgumunists chose to ’
attack anyvay-—probably to dramatize €helr position as the Paris peoace tulks
openods S0, thoy attacked—-and they lost thousands ol troops without
compenceting } galiti@vlmm‘alomeal gainge (Og‘i'mif)l MW icen sources
ola..m ﬁ.aj lc;u'i: 30,000 men around sai@an alone ¢ e Bmey ol J{maks d.wing

Hay ond Juncle For their gAu,gust offonglve, tne cmmisatu ,a:zajwm %;hia

opticne iy o ey S
et i ..,.»-"f M"""“\'&-’» i ,‘ "

~Goncol mm hole i ty-battlc ST Ms would have boon an sll-rouwnd

'w’

-..\_ /-—.._w’

ua'hastmﬂphw‘ 'Nmy hm" ~womiaod their troops in the floldy their nosptiators

in Parin; MWWEWW wearned the Viotnamese nationalists and
Ajlied Palitiaiana thet 1968 wag Wtheir yoar off of decisions

"Just for tho Commumists to sit still indefinitely is for them %o lose,"
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The quintessence of 1968 for the Conmunists was to shorten the waiw—
either through victory on the battlefield, U. 3. capitulations in Peris
or at the ballot boze I7 they fail i e in ﬂ:ié“dsodvis de
ti;gir /decisive yoar of 1968, theix 't:m nost mbamyﬁtmtima are
end the way 'tm:oum ﬁxe baa‘k Wﬁgg negotiations they cen

get in Porig~but far fron victms-—-or eise to protract the war on and onm

= '-’?ﬁ:

and on,.

2» To continue the ol with their plamned third sirategio

offengivegy~targoted ageinst the eitics—=but to shift the timing,
{65T" ot tho tactical level,

=ORS reundey
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As to tho ehain change of the timing of the offensive, inlornct
sources here beliove the Communists delayed % the beglnning of thelr
offensive from early mm ww.ma mmge target doto of
Apgust 15. In foold, thogpaoe m Wst 18%h wi.th
soordinated attacks in Tay ninhjp provimsial attecks in Teyninh, and
concentrations of .aide.0 attacks in pockets of the northern half of the
G T s ué,gas'?:a that the "firstafye phase®

of theix tiﬂ.x'a offensive runs from August 15 to September 153 the
gegne scoond phase of their att offengive runs from September 15
onvnrd ge Vietnomese sovernment sources plase more oredence in this
dooument then does the imexdcan commande The smeorican commend itokes o
more consomative view that the Communisie cé;i "‘an attook anytimes
1931 many Americans wieh officers wished the Commundste would heve

_pIooug progu produced the main tarust of their attacks in corly Septenber

a0 they 'mulci nm!e run out of steam Jbat WM t’fw l‘.mo«iom glections
in ¥ wmber.\\&o Vielneneso government officers mm the -Somemandst
W*WW1 tglimaw® of %he third offensive

e e MR

pﬁmsiva “rmc il

will be timed to mesh with the ’merican elections—oclthough it ia debatable

hero what %@ that will gain thems

scmore router
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A fringe viewpoint held by Mo YUALIT “outgiders) such
as #hdnl "think-tank” anslysists and diplomatic militery experts is that
the pivotel political ;wﬂed for~diren to meke & gpectooular battlefield
push is not the Americen electiongbut the inauguration of the now
Mmoricen President in Januarye. Henee, the m:&n-nthmmt 01’ t&w

s

will not be W mtﬂ Jmmry of

e

renl Communist t extrovagansa
next years
oetd tho chift dn tho sequance of tho offensivej wes probebly moro
gignificant then the timing--and thig has led to some of the confusion
about the definiton of the offensive. The &FEin m'igdnal aequsmar'
mording to captured dommenta, m.‘maing the priza iz oﬁ;ir: ;au to
strike 8 ligh%um into_tho maJor urban oenterad lmli as long as
& poeaible, a?x? ‘éh.an as ﬂm; troops wisthd withd.mw b;ﬁ-: into the cmmtryaide,
% mah inointed Viotnanese government outpoetn. “# f1lied installations
@ smash the pAGifiontion program government's pacification progrom
L] and over-run jovernmend-held towns and villagose Hemoe, the fivst battlofield
was the cities a.nd the second was the ommtmmm Now, Ma sequence has
cbvigugly boon reversed—and has boon sinoe August Eﬁ. The first battlefield

is tho couwntryaides tho second the citione

4 : cemOPre routed
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 The Communist requiroments far» *mia phase beti beginning Afuguet 15
wore dolinint delinented im this high a high=o high-level dooument this
wayt "le eormihiliate end wear down the enemy waxr potentinls The
prineipal tarpets ave the puppet ammed forces at the eress=-roots level,
the puppet main forces and the Us S mobile forcese strive to destroy
wer fenilitics, and teon technical instellations f such ast aizereft,
mechanized vehﬁ.clea, shipsy artillery pﬁ.aééa"u& eéa‘hixme to enoirele
$he enemy snd incite the uprisingse Stop up the politicel and military
proselyting in towmne, cities ond district sommsesecnlarge liberated areas
by making use of the people's forces end looal sxmed forces, end
uncoasingly strengthen the liburated rurel arease™

B

==MOre rounter
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This is precisely what the Communists have been doing-imx since
their offensive begen on August 185 jJust how much ameee they have had
in t}m qunsi«mﬂitmy ayeas ig diffioult to ;}mgm ?m the purc-miliiary
& mnher of teotical

Agyaadndn dininishing the level of the Conmunigt aft’easim, bm: even %

the fmericen commend here seems to have ﬁifficu..tf‘& in am*mrﬁw
f
win=lons balones shoote

*We know how many Communicst unites we pin dowm m&hw meny wo killy"

?1‘(' i

T —
i,

one ﬁt Allied source oxplained. "But we ﬁm*t kzmw how rEny ou ore

Qf‘ oaches we cepture; but we don'y know how mony we mm m
we entohing 10 per cent ox 90 porcent of their men and supplies moving
m@m around the oities? Ve don't knows I¢ ia very diffioult to Juige
the ;rder of magnitude at thin time."

==lore routor
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3/ /,«i /"Vﬁ !
Once the Ggmmmists judge they have aoeomplished-—-ar m—u

“Zf”‘} e,
agcompligh——thewe requi;rements during the current this phase of #h
third offensive, then presumably they will roll in to attack the cities——

if the Ailies have not smashed them in the meantimes = _
C f{?‘iﬁh VG E i ﬁ‘/_____} S 7“"‘ c Smm NS
‘ﬂue tvminé, and sm sequence of O R s offensive seem

mﬁiﬂw : wvl#?;"-’f = ﬂ/ ”:‘,&J“ / Al 'f/" Bl
Fremors oignificant tha;z\f.ﬁ@{ styl;, Their? tactical style ic thedmmirtip

to eoncentrate their militaxry activities in the camtryside, while

harrassing the @ major urban centers with rookets, mortars.andzx
Comm AvD o g S D0 A,

de raids e

i ) 300 qm i
B o O

uha,n forgethngr about the urbzm oenters, as they did
1)/4‘( } e ) t\' \4?,1:: -4 s

4,,%,

z’

Qhe communiets seem to be softening theme upe

- ,.N(Hank: I'11 file seversl more peice pleces early in the week,
but unless there's a change in the situationy, I thought I might visit
Long An province outside Saigon Friday, returning Saturday. Vhat do you

think? Regerds Bev),

==end reuter
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