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Saigon=-The 1967 Ancricen-South Vietn-mose battle strategy for running tho
wor in V&e@m enlils for more of the &mme’ oxaopt for rowomphosics—on the ground
inctesd of %ntwa& apemhaw the revolutionary developnont grogrm, or
rovy, dovy no fmericen colomelo cnll it.

The Revelutionnry Dovelormont p&‘.‘@g&'mﬂ%ﬁ attenpt o xﬁmiﬁ the rurel
vopuletion in sel%ﬁ torget srea=is gleerly cne of the chief berometers of
progroas in the current phese of the Vietnem wers the degreec of progrens or
non-progress ney well detormine the omial espescnont of whether smerim; snd
hor nllics cen win the wer and save South Vietnsm from Communiot control.

tmoriorn officisls here,spoecking in privete, concede thot the Revolutionsry

Development progrsm will detormine Americ-n foreign ponay within the next six

nontho~=ond hence mmz‘? the future of South B&€ noie rmd potentislly future

incurrections in other undexm~developed couwntries. Those officinls svrgue thot

if the Americem~nllied forces fail to make substentisl progrecs in the
Rovalutionary Develomment program, Americen polioy will feil in Vietnem. However )
the reverce is not necescarily true, these sources ssy. If the Rovolutionary
Developnent progrem Marfmuv, the country »nd the wer could atill

be lost becruse the Communists hove brosdened their bese of support in the

urbmn centorsy, whioh are beconing festering sores of sntim~Ancricenicm.

Tho mood of mmﬁgﬁﬁw, if not pescinism, within cireles of Americsns
hore rosulte froa tho -festThot the Revolutionery Uevelopment hum progrsm hrs
f2iled to mcke sny srogress gince it was lounched in o spectuwsuler mennor
nt the Honolulu Conference attended Wy President Iyndon Johson rnd Prime
Minieter Nguyen Coo Ky & yerr sgo thés month. |

The nene of Revolutionsry Dovelopaent S.s iteelf = Medioon &muan-:l@ e 1r

Viotnrm snd wna borm ot the Homolulu Conferonce.
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are BUT

The words Revoluticnary Bmemme—salg English translation for
dhooy insge purposes from mm the Vietnenese words of "Xey Pung Nong Thon" ’ /
which mesns literally, "rursl 'builﬂigggb\, A afficials here sre niffe’ %
that for Vietnemese aonwm;o%}gé world mesnier ”‘revolutimz" are odited out of
Viotnenese government = ol

Dospite it ‘_é' Jrosy neme useful for foreign press reports, the Rev Dév
program 13 01d in concept jectics snd teohniquaé; dexperts on ga@imati@port.
Some of thggg aiomaa sr% the progrsm is not only currently failéng but is
inpossible Vio the future.

"The I967 Rev Dev progrem is simply the rosurrection of the old strategic

hemlet progrem lsunched in 1962 by ‘mericsn sdvisors snd the Viotnemose
governnent then heeded Wy President ligo Pinh Diem," one Vietnamose roliticien
expleineds "The progrem failed then end it is even more certein to fail agein
unloss radical chenges are made." These sources point out that there are now
far more odis against the program then there were in 1962, first because at
thnt time the Comnunist controlled 1@ of the Wp territory or
the populrtione-~snd now they control substentisl nunm Seernid second b&cms the
governnent of Prosident ligo Dinh Dien had disoiplined politisal sininistretius
and nilitary ohariiod of Womnand. INow the sdministrative=political strusture
under Prime Minisotor Ngyuen Cao Ky for purposes of governing is mtuall.v

tormitod away with Communist subversiony corruption anong government omployes
and genoral lsck of leadership,. CounTRY S 95,
0f the 12,000 hanmlets in the Vietnemese counteyside,

59 000w=0n paper for
public consunptione-nre considered Iy the Vietnmmose governnent to be under
government control. Privately, these well informed mmepj.f\;,@oi that the Vietnemene
governnent concedes it controls only s8lightly more then IOﬁf the I2,000

henlots in the country. According to the Revolutionsry Pevolopment plen Axﬁeriomw

troops are to lounch offensive operations, which will providc an outer screen %

security for the four high=-priority target smress in thoe commtryside in the |
first phase enlled olenrings (nLm o e ) ’ NA |
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Thon Viotnemese ermy and pere-militory troops will syatematically
attempt to protect those selected villages in the second phase of the program
called securings

v ' Thon in the third phase oalled nation-building, 500 pecification teams

of 59 men ench will be sent %o those scleoted hemletsy oach teem vill attempt
to pneify two hamlots a yeor during 1967, #&‘T’y vaising by at least another %
1000 the @%o total number of homlets umder government controls =Ry The |
50=man tecms are broken down into sdx kinds of cadre, cach to perform difforent
funotions. Thoy aves people's self-defense toamsy ronl new 1ife hamlet

’ cadre, ner-socliety-building cadre in ohar@n'of gself-holp projects ouch as
dbuilding =k schools and bridges, yural political cadre, civic action feams
and aymod propegenda toangs

In nddition to tho 59=men toems, there is alse a rather ah sinstor

bunch of "census grevance takers", which are inoconspicuously linked jko the

mmerican Central Intelligence Agencye They travel the country 10@51%?%3 |
complaints ond trying to keep track of who's who in the Viot Cong, WoR'6 on
the Saipon side and who's sitting on the fonco.

Consus g@péd grievence workers must £ill out nineteen forms each day so
that Americen-supplied computers can digest how meny mz pigs are in an arens how
much food i in the merket and so ONe

Each consus grievance cadre olso hap two penSis pencils, a rod one for
coloring Viet Cong arcas on his village map and & groen one for in-botteen
ond wovering oyean. Friendly arecs are left unooloreds
5 (Moxe)
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Besddes the Revolutionary Development programy, the over-all military
strategy for 1967 calls for ocontinuous, intensive ami systematic tactical
operations rather than the smihwmmm rendom reaction=type operations which have
ocoured since the arrivel of Americen units here im March, 1965. The highlights
of this more~of-the-same policy ares

1. An all=-out effort to ammhiliate or noutralize roughly a dozen
clusters of the ninety Communiat militery bace areas in Scuth Victnam,

The tactical implementation oalls for the harshosty most destructive non-
micleay moons seen to date in the war, Americen airy ortillory and naval
gunfize vill be celled on more than 6¥E'to ever to pulverize mall pertions

of those seolected targetss Other means include digging up Communist tunnel
complexes with special emgineering equipment and explosives, aprki

sprinkling non-lethal taa.i gas in these selected creas, defoliation of lerge

trects of Commundot-held jungle wasteland, dostruction by aeriel sproying

of rice Irmixmmimmymemdmsm orops growm by Communist or pro=-Communict elements,
blowing up important salt beds, rooting up seotions of the Commundst-held
jungles with special plows end Imypmemnuim oignificont resottlonont of the
yural population mow living in the Communist-held base areass

“In emoll seleoted arens, wo want to take the jungle, the rice and the
people evay from the Communists," one gource exploeinods

2, While destroying Communist base arces on a priority basie, other
ngoareh end destroy" operation—in o slight shift of emphasis since 1966~

will be £= confined to militery priority arcan which directly support and

Cov,
provide seourity 8¢ the Revolutionary Development prosFaie

('ore) . ﬂwk
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tiore Americen ground operations are t0 sorve as follow-ups of B=52
Strategic Adlr Command raide ond artillery bombardments »h ratherm &
then 4GBl solely strike forces of ground-povers

3¢ An 8o across~the-board intensification of attempts to seal off
both the ground and sea routes of infiltration into South Vietnam,

4e For grenter emphacis on paychological warfere techniquos—z leaflets,
redio brondonsts, personal appeals——to cH88™t ceuse the Communist troops to
defect to the Vietnamose government cide or %o desert their o unitss

e Foxr grooter intensification of intelligence-gathering, not only
for day=to=doy tactical militery and political informotion within South
Vietnamy, but 21so0 strategio information on over-all Communist plens, such
eg attormpting to ascertain these questionss will the Communiot Chinose
directly intoervene in the Vietnem confliot, either with ground forses in South
Viotnem or other parts of South Bast Asla, or tz the eir oither to fight

b Lavoncl
fmerican bombers over North Vietnom or lsunohing thoir own retaliatory
air-rodis ageinot otrategic Mmerican airboses, such as at Danong or in
Thoilend? Will a discidenty; noutralist or pro-Communist¢ group attempt to
either through.s.-
sedze pover inm W etat or political insurrcotions?
(More)
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Conowrrently, political attempts are in the offing to strengthen
the i gon rogime at the central-governmont level, tho begimming being tho
drefting of o comstitution and the re~birth of a popularly-elected
oxecutive and leogiclotive bzho bramches of government which would prwida
a legel and representative basis mot simply for the govermment m but also

possibly for the American " presence in South Vietnam, This process at the
centrel government level is not considered a solution to Vietnam's political
problems, but is simply the first of a long, peinstaking series of steps
necessary t0 build o cochesive body pelitic on the non~Commund st cide within
tim South, political sources reports

some Weotern political sources believe that it is elrcady too late to
re-imit o pi nom-Commumist politicel fabrio strong encugh to vithstand
the ever-cxpending Comnuniet subvercion of the citiesy the gmemnt, the
poldoe, sochools and matiomaliet political and sooial orgenizationse

“Phe quostion is not vhethor the Communists think they cen win
south Vietnem politically,” one high-rerking Western source exploineds "The
question is vhother they believe they h2ve alﬁ:ady won ite Maybe they have."
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