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1T 00N~=Yen, Badams Ngo Dink ibw wes probebly right sbeout the
Buidhintoe

But no ome will over imow for suree

*hen the lovely spitfive sistcr~in-lew of fhe former President
Hgo Divh Diem lebellod the militanmi mmmm ‘Beds in yellow
robes,” she ceused en interral and internstional wm

ind hor attacks Maammwmnumta
mmm«:mwmﬁ’mwm“m'w'm

to attecks Her vitrolic remaxks also offGEISE S tubotage the
atternte 10 comp¥li oonpromise between the Buddhist militents

(roxe)



Wmmnwﬁummmam
My hdgt politico-nriests axe “Reds im yullow robos.® They would
pever onrey & Comuniat Party coxds Victosmese poiitics sre oo
ohoours thet a ropieins Buddhit Buddhist leader would never
@%ﬁ%hm@%ﬁmﬁﬂﬁ*“ﬂm

and oven 4 they ave Communist agents,” one ex~Cormundnt
oxrlntized, “they #111 selflessiy ssovifics themselves anl fode inte

obliviom omee the Commudsin heve Sakon W
St antieCommmmint amaﬂmmmmm t
a1114ants "am plearine the seme of the Commnists® becouse of their
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one~-Bxcopt for the Viet Comg Commumniste, the militant Buddhiots
organization is the nmost importent powsr grouping in ihm Vietname, Their
potential pover now appears tem overshadowr that of both the
m country's gevornnent and asmed foroos, vhich &m hes become
since the Pobruary 19th coup sttenpd more divided end lesa politically
smemex oriented, Heither tho armed Porces nor the pgeoveriment

sppears prepared o resist the grovingEffe strength of the Puddhist

militentse
-~ During the Diewm rogime, the ailllani Buidhiats vere

% » clendestine, mduxoumoedin seni-underground politiesl d!aaidqp‘t _

movononty, m&sioh ase& religiocus pqm@autim as their battleoxy.

fall of Dlomy mvsr. they &mﬂm a political movement of protent,
vhich mmesescfully noutralized or spearhsaded the Soppling of each
of the sucospslve govermmsnise Nowy, as of mid~Fehauary, +thoy have

¢ ;m.-t of ﬁhsmm of Prime Winister Fhom Muy Ouat--and have
e B

W a siseable chunk of that governmente
throe==at least momentorily, the Buddhists eppear $o hove onded

mmmmwmawmmmwwmmwmm
now issue=—penots Their mppmadw current appeals for peace may in the future
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become protests for peace, vhich M%&mimme the Puddhist power
over the maosess



| Sour—fos-156 past-ds onths einse the fall of Dien, the

beglkbone of the Viet Comg guorrillas, the Nationsl Iiberetion Promt

for South Viet Name In a.m-imports nt position papery o loading

Catholfos and the Mmericmss It wos olesr fvom their polay thet thedr
How, howover, thet they have becme become puadipfnthen &

gubstentis 1 pert of the Ssigon government, it would sppeer 40

the tine-for them to declave wer on the Commundsto.
their peace offensive, wyigh vhich places them im the positiom
of rising ammm stateow-the Saigom government omd the

It iz relinbly prodicted that im the coming momths, the Puddhists
ﬁu,mmumum‘wmrwm‘mw hotwoon

(More)
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nwmaﬂmwammw;um
mﬁ.ﬁwms.m”m@mu only te heve it
depied, contwadicted or clarifiod by snctber prisst. Yoo ol gnificant
then tho offioisl statements given to the press is the cexmons vhich
tumnmsmmmmm%mum
sourcs of powers Tramkly, no ome roally knows what fimdw they say
in thoir sewmons. The foreign embassies, the prime minister's office,

the seoret police, msammmmmmm

known o send a mmber of “reporters® to atteni the Buddhist

fEITON Ny MWMMM@:&MQMM.W
emphanic, WMM&&?«&WWm
nuwmmwmmmmm
thetdh thelr version of pesce is closer to the Viet Cong's poace
thwitinﬁﬁtmﬂmmmw ind while
m&mmmﬁmﬂﬁmmmM&mM&ﬂﬁtum
peement noutralist, they see ng cohosive anti~Commumiat element



3inse the Pebrusry 10th coup ond dlemissel of Lt Cens Hguyem
fhonh oo Coumeander in Chief, tho sxmed forcesy Mmsm
hos Joss politicsl povess The armed ferees councii pinoe ¥ the Deginming
of the pEmeomfdvmmtners Mwidhist pa pesce offensive have talen
uWuﬁMﬂMWhmmtmmﬁmmm
have virtuslly igeorid dguored the mubvereive elcent. The noviy-formed
goverzment of Prime linicter Phem Euy (uat has token a tough siond agminst
Both the Tiet Uomg gwerrills and the Communist subversive. But the
povormuont has tekemmgteraugtminnin deliborately chosem to ignare
the Puldhiete as ® o particl subversive movement. buring bis firet
press Wﬂﬁ‘m the Tvime Minister mimesif imieryupted ono
treanalation, muw'mﬂrmmmwwmw
position oni ocerefully explained thnt the Bouddhists were for
inatt snnligtie” sort of pesce. This “aoft" stend om the Buldhist
imwwamafmmmeﬁmmw
of Lt, Cene Yguyen Khonbe

since the fall of Diem, the rise of the militant Buddhist novement
mmgmmmtumwmmwmw
35 months of Vietnan's historys Following the toppling of Piem, the
Puddbdete held & mess cenference in vhich they re~growped their strengthy
already launched a vhispering campaign sgnims t the.fizst Prime iinister
ofdhe Tguyen Ngoo To of the first muliter militery jumte.
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quzmmuﬁnnm~&mzrnm:wma
vhon pro-Buldhist generols allied themsclves with pro~Catholic gemerals
to vote for his ai

Mmmumm Mh otrong men in Vietnem i
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