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By Beverly Deepe

SALIGON=~For the first time in the Viebtnam war, the number
of correspondents working for foreign news media here has btopped
the 400 mark.

The U.Se nilitary scerediting office here announced that
as of July 2, 411 correspondents hed been accreditediﬁz the
comnmand o cover the waw, The figure is expected to rise more
in the near fubure, This figure includes foreign correspondents
as well ac Wietnamese corvecpondents woriking for foreign press
medig of a2ll calegories. Amervican sergeants worked feverishly
©0 accredit 2ll inconing ond resident corrvespondents by Jume 350,
the deodline for re-accreditation.

*la've whipped oubt 1111 accreditations since Januaxy 1 of
this year," one Americen sergeant explaiucd. "And hat's alob

of pecople.™ In some cases non-rosident correspondencs would be

' accredit@@”uore than onces
&

Victnomese political developments and The bombing of
the Hemoi and Haiphong pebtroleunm storage areas brought an
We as e
% of cosrespondents ianto the country. Normal rotations

and vacations slso kept the Ssison pross corps influx,
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Yor Associated Press, George [icArthur flew in from
Panila whon the American Consulate was burned in Hue on June 1y
but has since returned home when the political situation
de—escalated, Andy Borowiecc, AP burean chief im Geneva, is
preparing to leave Vietnam shortly afiter n three-nonth £ill-in
for AP's vacationing Pulitger Prize vinner, Peter Arnectt.

Hob Tmeknan hag arrived from London for a long bLour here;

Hob Gnssoway, formerly in Temas, has increased the &P strength
here. Fhotographer Horst Faas nas rotumed from vtue montho
aspignment in Indonesia.

For ABC, Roger Feterson has arrived from Chicago
for a one-wear tour end David Snell, also from Chicagmo, Ior
& thrce-month tours X1ioths Bermstelin har arrived from New York
for temporary assignment,

Ron Steinmen hos replaced Jack Ferm ma buresu chief
for Mil. Pobor Hereford han taken over tho CIE bureau,
replacing Seob Allinmcn,

Toun Fenvreus hna arrived fron Ynshingbon to head the
oy Timc Megorine bureau, giving Southeast Asia chief Frank
HeCulloeh o portunity to retura So Hong Kong and cover other
countrioc. Doa Monar now hoads he newly-established Life

Hagazine bureau.
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Saigon newsnmen hear Af''ao Filton Mavmor in Chinlking aboutb
B vacation trip herc...Eric Pace has arrvived bto replace low
York Pimes' Neal Shechan, who's reburning to lew York noch |
nontha. Jouck Steele of Washinghbor hos arrvived o o three-month
assignuent for Ecripps-Howard, feplacing Walt FPricdenbermess
dack Foisie of the Tos Angeles Times leaving in Luwo weelks fer
hope leave spd then bureau chief-ship in Bangkol:gd’ He's to be
replaced by Bill Tuohy, formerly of Newsweel:, Wic*s soon
returning from homa lecave. Toa Angeles Times?' dohn ilandolph,
formerly of Tokyo, 1m also & new arrival. |

Jolm ljecklin, former dirvector of USIS horo inm 1903
onll suthor of "lission in Torment," has arrived for brief
assignnent. Hce's associzte editor of Tortmme, which ic doing
oyc (rajor Vicinam plece.

Vashingion Star's BDiclk Ozxitchficld on brisf vacabtion
in Hong Kongeseblack Stor*s Jin Fickerell has reburned in fjood
health after several bouts with melaria and othor complicationtiswa:
Jeter Chew of Havionel Ubserver seon vigiting U.C. Seabee canps
duzing part of his visgites  Richawd imdnan has been in-countryy

representing 5t. LeWls Post Dispelche. Wendell Merrick,
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formerly free-lancing, nov in Hong Kong before assuming

apsicnment hero with U.5: Mode [ Porld Repowica.
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loreld Kaplan has returned 0 U.S.A. G0 serve as aye
deputy assistant Secretary of State--a Line promotion after
& hectic tour year as press briefing officer for the U.S. Mission
bhere, He's replaced by Jack 3Stuart, Lformer press atbache atb
Hew Delhi, who wasg introduced Lo the press at a Heplan-sponsored
recention in mid-June.

Denuty Ambageoador Williem Porter in late June enterbained
gselected members of the press corpg at a reception to introduce
Robert Komer, President Johnson's special agsistant for Vietnam's
Rural Development (Pacification) program. fsome press correspondents
expressed astonishment to see the Presidential assistant at the
cocktail reception wearing combat fabtigues and boots after
rushing back from aye day-long inspection trip in the HMekong
Deltas One Vietnamese jowrmalist bluntly cemplained to the
President's envoy about the soaring Saigon inflation; an
American correspondent complained to the Depuby Ambasseder Porbter
slhot his dirceb-atbiibution press conferences on pacification
were much more optomisbtic in Washington than hig backgrounders

to thae Baigon preéss foirns here.
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