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TN WA DUV, SOUTH VIST NA-Only ten miles fres Saigon's

gleaning vhite Probidential Pulace last weck, & Viet Cong Conrupist
undt nooontarily ofopted Horcan Voar-otyled tectlos of o mindature
invesion ins eed of following thoelr usuel clusive guesrilla tooticn,

The Viet Cong uni%y pert of the fMve-hundzed-nen reinforced
battaiiony WMWmﬂmeme
fivehunized foot fyon this mnell cutpost, de&m‘ﬂ,w
fozholasy moved into their frontiine poeiticn lethel moriconsenptured
o7 1l moe weccilles riflcs cnd 75 mme Chinece Sommuniet rocoiloes
riflosemuk |

& goveznment looal militia sound, seedng the Viet Cong
moving across the mmmmwmmﬂs
widdaw Freroh=otylod villag= only mimutes bofore on onslowht of
shelling, ~hich tore grest geps into /merican=sunplied basbod wire
fenoes, rinpod the frmmix through the front concrote wall snd mmeshed
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Minutos later, the Viet Cong trocpers mscked Shrough the
holes in the wally sending the government compary and looal mi: defoniere
“potrosting in blood,” m: on of them suplaimed, An Mmoricem officer
' mkamkm manmmwtm&ammmmm
after wponding four bomes wmwmﬁmmmm
felaged tha Viet Cong cdvances

An fmerdcen corgennty one of the 20 wounded, escapod by
Suapdng into the vdver snd hiding until the VietCong retreated
two hours later,

mmm other clemonts of the Viet fong reinforced
battelion lasunchad w three othor dmen dlvorsionnyy attacks. ™ore than
100 Yot Cong mmm anothoer pm‘lfzm‘i hamlot north of Tan Puu,
=hile others wm mm wmmm cutponts haresned with mortar fire .-
two soutiura Wtzmata m the gouthy ond othors s
jomkhena: la unched 25 rounis of dendly o83 ne mmammm
artillery poasition in nelghdboring Binh Chaph distriot headouartorse
One round orashed through reof of thr asustere ddstrict hesdguartors

and one esplod-d outadde Netiomal Folioe Headousrters where 10
diotriot police offiodnle berely csosped injury, deveral landed only
20 yomss “rom he sroon temporary hut of the fivo-men fmericen MW
ddstriot advisory toams
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"It was o very "ﬁm bold, very well coordinated plem,®
an Mmorican £ield advisor explaineds "You can't help but admirve ite"
Belfore retroating from the Tan Buw outpost, the Viet Cong
raided the premises, stole all the weevons from the armory (an unknown

AT e s, t st
N s S

mmbez), . so muoh ammunition they could not peddle it all down the
river--—ond aéﬁ?th;%amm sompeny commanderts boots and
uniforms, They ceptured four heavy weavoms and wnough rifles £ to
equip & now oompanys three Americamesunplied redios, whiok glves

5 listening to

them the capability of
radic & commundostions of government forces, eclassified doouments ™

N g,
o

and even & povermment tvooper's hammook,  ‘CinEEEEGmEGm Vhile
porters loaded ﬂm m loot on river rafts and peddled through the
pireapple fields, other members of the batialion beat on the doors
of the villagers~~"but we ware too terrified to open the door," the
village barber explaineds

“*m Viet Cong now has the same weapons thet we have," an
smoricen advisor mosmed after the atteck, “It sppears we (the Americens)
are equipping both sldes, but wo are giving advice to only one

aida't*w“' Boe™
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The Viet Cong attack, nﬁh elearly sudible in Saigon,
aent w%;;;hb wealthy businessmem x tossing in their bedsy and the
following day sent Vietnamese ;&i and Mmericen military commanders
adding red dots (indicating Viet Cong attacks) to their maps im
a 25-mile are around the capital citye

The atteck, was made im the presumably pacified ares
of the strategicallyuimpertant'isuzz;;“kcooperwtion) Plan, designed by
Gons William C. Wostmorveland, e Commender of the American Military
Assistance ﬂommand* end approved by American Scoretary of Defense
Robert MolNemara last falls

The plan, using Saigon as the center of the so-called
"oil spot", calls for the gredual cxpansion of government authority

into the nxm:ﬁ:mﬁixﬂ!nnmm six provinces around Saigone
nfhere's no doubt in ny minﬁ that the Viet Cong will

Heow
attack us more and more in the’ﬁvuniﬁﬁjg;ea," one American advisor
explainete
"The Viet Cong were very clever invabtggkﬁzattaoking
clusters of hemlets and outposts that were in different provinces and
districts. Withim one and half miles, our border here inﬁerseota
and tha

canals. It adds to the confusion and hinders coordination as to who

the neighboring province in six different plaeas

ghould send in reinforcenents.
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“we know the ‘Vi‘eleong are in this area and they will a ttack
agein," the American explained. "Bubly they're not ém“%a
%ed amassed in tents in the trees—we can't send tanks om
fighter bombers ‘i?f after them. We must defeat them with meny night

patrols done vigorously and continuously.

L
‘S&B.‘ The Viet Cong are hoping we will get discouraged because it
is touch, "he explained. "But we have to keep plugging.

"We will lose people—~—good Americen and Vietnamese troops.

In two days I lost two of my good friends, Both were E Westpointers

and one was a Rhodes scholar.™
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