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Cectober 21, 1965

SALCON~=fi spokesman for the French Rubber plantation
compeny of lichelin znnounced today Uhe g£0,000 acre ,l&ntatichs
in Vot
"by the Communist Viet Gongs

The action by Michelin rep
instance ian which the Viet ,ang (Compunist) have placed such
gpiff demends on Ghe insecuce Prench-owned and opemated rubber

S o
babl § a1 i o « 4 e T R T W P Al
lanta &5:¥5££’uhe firet biue a French conpany has taken such

P,

g otrong enti-communist positions

e capture of B

rubber planvaticn T and the murder of &

nanegement official by the Vied Conge

Michelin is the fourth lawxgest Irench prubber plantation
company in Viet Ham. ferrehgi?ge is 1i13t, Michelin exports
10,000 tons of rubber a yeals The pubber cuports from the
french plantations is oune of the key ecarmers of foreign

exchange for the Salgon governments
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"ije don't want to give upi the Michelin spokesman saidy
e dont't want our workers to starve. Ve “ft close, however,
until the Viebtnamese government improves the security situation.”

American combat units, based only f£ifty miles amway, could
also presumably be used to secure the plantation.

In a letbter sent to the French company, %¥he Michelin
spokesnman said, the Viet Cong communist district administration
of Binh Duong province, 0 miles north of Saigon, listed four
demandsy on Ocbober 9¥the day they captured a French technician:

1) Paynment of economic taxes. The Viet Cong demanded
taxes of one-half piastre per kilo of rubber sent to Saigon——  _
or 60 piastres (aboub %@nﬁs) per standerd 120 kilo @ BAl4
Previously, +the Viet Cong had demanded a 25% pay increase for
the 4,000 plantation workers-which could be aubhorized only by
the Saigon government and the managenent association of the

ribber companiess
4 2) Viet Cong approval before Michelin made changes of
personell, The Viet Cong demanded, that personell promotions
and rotations from place Lo place would firet be approved by them
%) Paynent 9§J£?®agggions ﬁezélliﬁg 500,000 piastres
(about $70,000) £oTF © i £ ﬂg@ two houses and the killing
of a Vietnamese woman during a battle in w%%gghgy%,?iet Cong
pirated rice, supplies and enginee§§d£g2§;§7¢¥§gr cCOnvoy «

Vietnenese Alr Force planes bombe&}f&éé@se;éé;the defenders
during the battle in mid=-July «

4) An increase of the daily rice ration for each rice
workers. The Saigon governnent recently cut the rice ration
to 7@0;gfams per worker per day; the Viet Cong demanded 1 kilo

per daye

(;T%;ﬁb ﬁyzf?)
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Saigon government officials speaking privately have
consistently argued that the rice ration for workers on the
French plantations is normally confiscated by the Viet Cong and
used to feed the Communist guerrillas;

In an apparent attempt To pressure Michelin to meet
their demands, the Viet Cong on October 5th organized a village

tpial for a Vietnamese plantation "Corparal® named Ta van Thach-

In front of a "people's tribunal” and ¥ some of TAF
4;0&0 rubber plantation workers, he was reportedly sentenced
to death as a "Saipgon government spy” during the "trial" lasting
fron 8 peme o midnights

sceording o security reports,
he recovered eonQ01ouune%s, 4;93 Viet Cong cub off his head

and severed his body in h&lf“ﬂi/ the waiste
Tour days later, on October 9, the Viet Cong

reportedly captured Fean Claude Petit piorre, a French cu:ﬁ;ufe«é«
assistant of the plantations He &= wvas released on Cctober 12th
when the Michelin plantation, according to the spokesman closed
the plantation and stappeﬁithe shipment of 100 Tons of vise™

e

a‘kenewmon Hb supplyls %0 the plantabion workeIsSs
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e
The closing of ﬁhegg;antatigﬁyggg(mora significant the
stovpage of rice supplies¥reportedly angered the Viet Cong
district chief who tcld the plantation workersy "the Irench
colonialists are stubborn people”. The Viet Cong district chief
was then instructed by his superior, the Viet Cong province
chlef to ocecupy the plantation—-which he was already doing
with zﬂxﬂﬁO local guerrillas--and to seize control of the

3

tration, occugyﬁé% the plantations' buildings,

@

plantations'! adminis
and confiscat®™®” the plantations' cers, bo¥ts, trucks and
processing plants. Also, +the district chief was allowed to

1

€«
¥
shoot down the small planes flown by Trench pilots to thelir

small plantation landing strips.

However, +he Vietnamese government troops still guard
strict towns

pq.‘- s

the plantation factories and buildings in the a:
the management sent 5000 leaflets to the workers explaining,
uihe Michelin plantation deeply ﬁegrets having to close

tem§G rarily the pla ntat%gg until security is restored. Bub
accept the yxécagﬁﬁcuttlug off people's heads and meebing

conditiong@ﬂ Michelin nanagers have stoppeds flying
their planes would be shot doun.
the Viet Cong ordered the rubber

Bub,
plantation workers to continue tepping the rubber latex and

sell the oduce; “a Ca IJOdlﬂ o Lo URSrErny

threatened to sell the ] 2

ATy Galg r three days, the planbation
¢ 1@0@@?%&? ter “hr33;§§3222}e nlante 3

‘GOﬁﬁﬁd working hncansc they) receiving no

Bl
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Shortly after the plantation cloced the Viet Cong reportedly
sent workers' wives and children ©O the district headquarnerﬁf
demending the plantation be r&open@ﬂ;

The Micheldn plantation comprises the only productive
portion of Tri Tam jigtrict, Binh Duong province-~the rest of
the distriect ic a desolabe jungle which the American and Vietnanesc
oilobs use as a "ds ath zone®.

The 4,000 workers and 1 sheir families-—~botalling 20,000
people—live in 11 villages on the plantation. “he lMichelin
administrative aﬂﬂﬁquarﬁe“ is situated in the main Gown and
goverament district center of Dau Tieng (pop 20,0009, which is

secured by a Victnomese governnent battalion.

The planbation s security has Teﬁb“tcd v hvuérlﬁ Luc& sharply
during the past Two yearss
"iwo ye%r§ d%?, the Viel Cong came Iron tine Lo time

Themselves,” one reliable pource cxplaineds

at night only a

“Now, with only 100 guerrillas, }Lhzlviet gong coutrol everyshing

except tye\ﬁ¢ﬂm?ict LOWN==8nc bhegggdxl in 2 bvattalions from

D=Zone to +that. The Viet gong conGroL 211 the pianbation

gorlzers and Gheywlnsoead of the governrens labor unionkplead in
defense of the workers. fach village nas Yiet Cong militiamen

17
and their political organiztion.
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Within the 5@%@ six months, +the Viet Cong cut all the
?igad? on the 25,000 acre p$aabatlon,-.except one, which had

used to collect latexs DBut even that road was reporbtedly .
mined with electronically-controlled devices, which could be
used to blow up beveznment military convoys. The plantation
is situated on the frlngengL infamous zone-D, which h&s been
a Communist™conbrolled jungle base fori;th”ﬂJ>€ i

American paratroopers and infantry nen have initiated
several large operations into the avea, destroying Viet Cong

hospitals, rice supplies and training bases.
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