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Holicopter pilot Thomas Gy Stubbs wae iike a kid et Chrietmas
this weeke Just a year ago Wednesiay he left thc United States for a
12-month tour in South Viet Neme This week, he weturned homes
 When he end 400 other members of the 3th end 57th Light Trensportation
(!uuoapw) compenies first londed in Seigony the size of the Americen

- military community almost doubleds They were advised o wear short-clesved

shirts end sports slacks "like neat=locking merican tourists." HNow an
estimated 3000 £at American servicemen in fatigues or khekis are stationed
in Saigons ’ '
Little did ks tell, blone blond Chief VWerment Officer Stubbs,
a rank referred to es Mister in U, 5, Army terminology, realize the
experiences shead for these units, which were to be the firet helicopter
compenies in history to be used for assault=-type combat support missions
of carrying troops into battle sones, resupplying them and evacuating
battle camanlties unier enemy gunfires
It was a year in which the 8th Helicopter Compeny £m flow 5,500
hoursy cerried 2,500 troops into battley end transported 25350 tons of
suppliess Of the original 20 B-2l1 sShawmee helicopters, called "banmna
boats® becsuce of their upward curvature, only twelve are still operational.
All but two have been hit at lea:t once and meny have a number of "ound

"wound stripea™ painted 4in day-glow international oranges
(Moxre)
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One pilot we: hit five %imes in sdx concocutive dayee Hister Stuhbs
was 40 moe thmsms ceverel of hig wnlucky unit meten get “abord touro.©
Chree were killed 4n nctiong four others were wounded in ections 211
received rurple Heewrts %o ¢dve the Oth tho highest batile onsul‘t:y Ut T

of adl clicopter undtse (imong all other helicopter unite, two have

been kiileo in cetiony 15 wounded in aoction)s

| "We provw into this ei’cxwir%ms . Mictop S Stubbs ewpicineds “When
|

we firet come, wo were foty dumb »nd heppyy %o didn®t know whet wne

beppenings e mmmm thovght wo might he training troopss YO

«

A\

idn*t know Af d‘mra wes o wor here op notc“

hﬁ." {irat mif;mon, $he neuyq:%u:-s momg 1o ndo’ nncor eneny rround

3.

fires The first ship wes "ounded Fwoumled® on rotuminge to “aigon®s
Ten Son Fhut cizpote "2fter thot, we kn%m there wao a ver here, " Moter
wbbs Llougheds "I brought dack 0ld memordcs.” He, like meny mf other
mcmbers of the unity ePe votorane of Xorco.
W4 stor ;;«’\a?f’:zfs, on that firet miscion, drew ememy proumifirves Lost
wecly 4;»:.1\";! mdesions latery be agein wae ghot at oo his helicopder almoot
ed lended un tup of o Tiot Gong guerrilias ormed with Thompson submachinegunss

The crews Ve 3 migprdsed -t times at whnt they were

being oitoclger vithe everal vnten Mutnlo end one clephent ckarged

the heilc.piars s+ they mpproached l-onding zonoes. The wnit hos been fired ot
by moderimdiny Gorbifiots nnmfi;io ziides and 38 30 colidvre nmechinegmeg

by homoesce chotguns ond sipgiss One chip wer bt by e four-inch bolt fired
frem a grencde isunchers "the Viet Cong heve cxude werponsg® Hister

“tubbs expisineds "We've had everytlimg but Litchen sink thrown st uoe®
(Bore) )
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For monthe Lie ‘pthur fe Tillirms of Pt. Brage, licrth Caroliney
moindsind he wan being fived at by tho mposrs ! bamboo errewn of
the primitive nountein triboomens
"Co heve » couple of drinkcy® he 7o tolde "Pretty soom they'll be
theoving clephonts ot yous®
dat ool veek uis cuspicion: wewe confirmed. A 15-inoh Bonboo srvow
vas lodged in the fueelose of a helioopier returning from o miodone
Te'We lo rned olg,b-:t’tzahioned, odd Indidtn typo guexdille wrlfore,”
eter JHabLs cnide ''We wore @ modern frng vhen we o me herece Yo Brd to
lesrn how to &0 bagkwerdo inctead of forweddg,"

The 8th Holicopter Company moved into the sentral one=third of

Viet Hiamy o jungled mounteinoun avrce cnee usel oo Lpaeror Bao leit

5 :?v&:e:ite bunting ground for elephunis, tigers snd Lulffslo-iike ECTe

it wee not bm to be e heppt bunting sround for the 8the The nountoins
were oteen, often demending the ehoppsr‘m mezioum pover for maneuverbilitye
The londing vones were so mmail only three or four shs pe could lend ot one

Ll

times /nd often the Viot Cong bad plsnted l2<foot Lomboo stekee iate he

"tiger crrose " The roter bledes of Belicepier 2085, nidknemed "$he Great

Ghost; * recoived foobboll-sized holes in them »fter one mlscia of Mighting
the o =sntisbelicocter poless Uften roter rotor Mlooes hod to he mended
in the batile conce with ~kmsives w-dking tone before the ship eould be
flom hrmo, Lot mosk, the »enr end of oncheliodpier woo shot offe
“he orew rt first decided to destroy it, Wt lotor devized o varge oling
to held 4t together long encugh %o £1y 1% out of the loncing eonce

' (sioz) |
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s've lamded 4n areas they'd court mariial ue for in satasg
§ioteuy " i lor Gtubbe exmploineds *I4%s overylay stugf horee A% homoy
ncbody fliss over Jungiscg we fl;? eround thome ¥
It =o¢ to be a trying yoor of centimunl dmpovanens for ke Bthe
AU Sdrct billoted in orimsmigtdp moko-shift, oven-hot tonte, wost of the time

£illed with duct and ell of the dime filled with mosquitoos, the unit

) |
in September moved inte #A%ek its new cuarters, a sories of lowmpiung,

-

Bi-peraanent builodngs celled MCamp Goldbergs® Oroes, flowora and hendmn
trees were nursed along in the sanly soile

Tmoh

wdlding oo epproprletely nemed by the elx men iiving theres The L30th
\

dedical ‘etschacnt @@ dispensery woo memed “Blood suckers Hovens ™
The “douso of (onma" wos naned afier a chief warrsnt officer zam who
W ras ciw:;s;,ﬁ: gouna do something Lut never dide™ Yhe f‘oodw stornge hut wee
hpom ce "Toamsin loversy” the eleciwicians rosided in "ldve Wipeen ahoblecy
the pedio hut woo called "Ghort Circuitsc.” "Oround Zerd® wme nemed
efter Lbe Williens Willieme wao czeviaésd. a bombing rack for B-21's, tut
m.ww reteived ejiﬁx‘;ﬂiaﬁim O uee ite

*

The neintenanes detsohment, the key to keasping helicopters flging, ot

fivet repeired ships en the hnt povking remps along the airstvine "Ve vere
shade 4rce moch-nios ammm e shade tree,” euploined M=yooreold

: OPCs George Ce Dowey ahap iorm::n fron Yayets evillo, North Carclinne M

September, sintensngo eriwe moved into fwo large Hin-roofed shope
i.: fened Gutirde longer ond land Lone Hongors.

(oma}
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The confidence of tha ﬂamrmem tpeops erefually ineres ode
Those who »% first would not Ie‘.z!e tbaﬁ.t defencive cuiporia %o beostd
the holioopiers £inclly losrned o ride theme And thore who once mowld
ot leave the helleopter without & machinegus in their batiss o i‘orv;ﬁe them
to jump dnto the lending sone ere mow willing to fighte
"iBe mar 45 going our way for 2 change,” Nister ﬁmﬁbs el de

rc fMred ot lese and fewer shipe sre bm\m; chot downes “he (RVE®s

Y
&

of Repubiic of Viet Ham) ere ﬁg;htiné horcdere®
Pecplite the continual improvarenisy the unit hod ite dips,
"July mac o hapéeluck month," lister Sub Stubbs exploineds

sverytiing wenl weenge iysentery hit the company s0 herd we held briefings
in thelotrine, The wind blew so hard the peoim trees inid fiat on the
bonches ond tio moter bladen stood straight up in the sir."

Air suppilcs couddn't hm got in and for two weeks the company aote
O=rationse Thove wes no mells Send blav& one=half=inch doepmy on the
Fi00T6e

Company comnander # Major Chaz*ieﬁ Hapdoaty weo ohot dowme (uec fulcok-
watted meintenonoe oPows am ps.uggéei‘i the bullet hole in the fuel linewt

with “posnut Jutltery® a scaling compound, while /8% rDn  AD6 fightors

held off the Viei Vongs Five minutes s{ter H-rdesty flew out, the Communist

gusTrilles ooved ine
Hexcsoty wao ludkier thon otherse On July 15th; the mew commending
officar, kajor Bobert Commedl of Videshurg, Micsisoipply vhe hed olreedy
received . furple Hoort 4n Mdong lelta cotion, oteried on & rouifne
reconncdnoonce niseions  Viet Uong ground five kiiled the pilot, ﬂhief
(vore)

{



rarpent 0fficor (0V9) Joseph Ae Qoldbargs The ship veered out of aontrol
end areched, killing 5 Herold . Cuthric, the crgw chicfe /M
rmordcon ground edvizor vho survived wos shot by sguerrilla bande

o a ¥

Maje Corneil ond SP-5 Jomes Ne Laney gunnory fled into the junsless
tix hours lrdery  the gunner diod from wounde and exhipulions Cornell was
rosoued by hic om emocutive Q,f’ ficor anly after ﬁhﬁ’@ilﬂt sew the sund
refeleti roflocting from Gorneil's bald hend.

The July total® fx=z 3 ships *i:of;;sﬁiiy demiroyeds 3 killed in neliong
one' vrounded in sctions

The 21 "banans beate," which have dotted Viet nam® s skfec fronm
dawn o dariky, are battered emd tireds They are categorized into

quidok iy

woick” onee rnd “‘well® oncse-thoce with emocugh pover %o pull ont
of & donding zonge : !

"he H=21': are just a bunch of Ei.&,c,li capter paric moving in ihe sele
dizection wropped together inm tin folly® the pilot of the swank turbosjet
m-la helicopter nadde "I'd be soered o even ride in vnce"

Last month the heliocopters of the 8th begen reveiving o tew paint jobe

1o e ue Army lettering end bright white stary goud Viet Cong targets
moricing tho grooline tark, were errsed and wwy comoullage colors of

brovme and groans were mlotiored on to blend vith the jungle Lexraine

In@ing the yeay, Ffour other troupecaryl coraying helicopler companies
have moved into Viet Nem %o help the 8%h end 5Tthy bringing total Ue Oe
holiconionr atrength’ 0 abont 200 ahipne

Refelotin lieflecbing on his yerr dn Viev Brmy Ui ter (tubbo wdaltted
he was m0 evoited obent going homey "I osiv «lecp only three hours ot o olicks
“It*a juet like wed ting for Chricimeace”

“"Techy 1ot year ienta Claus ceme on a "stor uffalo,® oaid
(%e)
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cs»:}t; fobert Kuhmy foor forwerly 8th cpernticns chief vhe cloo leit for

m ho cone ¢oXxlye”

the ‘tate. thie weake "This yord LMl
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Check: photos for pix of arrow in hellcopter fuselngte
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