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A T00H-=Amerdicon commander Generel Williom C, Wontmoreland has
roquosted o total of threeequarter million American troops for
Vietnam by mid=1969.

. The requost 4s one of the most momentous dedisions feoclng
President Lyndon B, Johmson, rolisble sources here reports

The request may de almost as diffiocult for President Johnwon
as his originel decisions to send 480,000 /merican troops here==for
the noxt imorement would demand quasiwwartime footing for rmerica,
mmwmummmmwmﬁn”mm
1968 election yoors

Relisble sources hero report mammmm
usmwmummmmwmxmagﬁ
550,000 Americen men here by mid=-1968, Hovever, he wants to zmimm
receive cuthorisation for 600,000 men hgumided@nfm before the
smerdonn elootion and o total of 750,000 men by mid-1969, thece

sources oife
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The great center of decision for President Johmson now is?
how meny more Americam troops can he authorize after the 550,000
he has already approved? A peripheral question here iss How much
longer will Gemeral vestmorelend be retained as commander of
Americen forces here?

while no immediate decision is likely to be amnnounced,
_georetary of Defense Robert Se MoNamara, inm his farewell press
conference here, indicated that American troops for Vietnam would
be inoreasingly difficult to zomembgm commite Instead, he ocalled
for more effiocient use of the one-milliom-plus troocps in Vietnam
alrcody--imerican troops as well as the flagging Vietneamese forces.

Reliable observers here believe that, given the present
direcction and pace of the military war, three-quarter million
imericen troops will still be too few by mid-1969., They note an
inorense in the strength end activity of the Communist main-force
units, ooupled with the imability of the Allied forces to defend
the Vietnemese villages from Communist guerrillas and ponts.oal-
cadre, These observers comocede, however, that if the Johnson
Administration or the Vietnsmese govermment to be elected u

september enter into negotiations with the Communists, b
requirenents for more American troops might drope

(More)
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The request by General Westmoreland for 750,000 Amsrican
troops in the next two yueri%}aq represents o siszeable increase over
the Administration's originsl estimates of the Americsn manpower
needs for the Vietnam war, Two years agoy American genmerals
here%bq roportedly estimated they would need only 350,000
American troops in Viotnam to continue pressure against the Communist
mein force umits, plus securing mejor installations im thek key
eities, However, the mesive Commumist bulldup of forces——irom
local recruitment end infiltration~=-plus the inability of the
Vietnamese armed forces to rocover its fighting effectivences has
caused o major re-assessmente

Victnamese sources believe the Johnson Admindistration
hag oreated and followed a "deliberate policy of confusion”
reserding the future Americen troops requirements for Vietnam, Fary
they explain, om the one hand the officiel Adminigtration sgtatements
and losks to nowsmen--onch qm%ﬂmt buildup figures~-is
designed to prepare Amorican pubiao opinion for more troopsy, while,
on the other hend, not giving too much information to the Communist

bloce
Basod on relinble militery sources here, this is the storys

(wore)
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Currently, there are 466,000 smerican troops in Vietnam. But,
more important than the actusl in-country figure is the number
alrcedy authorizeds This &= autkorimeé fignre is 480,000. Seme M‘ :
these are already "in the y&paliue" earm ta sml :
months agoy, the figure slready approved for Vietnom was 470,000~
but with the heavy fighting along the demilitarized sone, “Fo@ibe
westmoreland reportedly requested and received approval for another
inorenent a;fa 10,000, the most =ignificent PE=PPEtIo portion
conming in thc form of artillery unitse .

At fh&a time, requests for more troops are = based on

sliding t;p;tabuwm«sh ecreates asome of the confusion in press
artialém ’m now until June of mext year, WVestmoreland has
roqueatam has boen mmmtewmin virtuclly promi sed—cnother 705000
troopae m: would raise the total commitment level to ?550,000
by mid~196&-

m: increment of 70,000 is important to imerican field
amdgra, because they would be mainly ground forces—which they
badl;w ueeti to keep pace with the Communist buildup. This chunk of

mm t‘.mopa is equivalent to two Amerdcan divisions, one light
Mm&ég plus their organie supporting units,
Bl (Moxre)
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During this same time periode—from now until mide1968-—-cmml
Testmorelond has requested snother chumk of 50,000 American troops=—
mainly diveot support umits, sush as helicopter companies, @
ertillery batteries and maval groups, He mm reportedly wents to have
in Vietnom a total of 600,000 Americen troops before the Americen
Presidentianl election in 1968, ln is not so0 sure to get thisyk
hovover,

Theny after the mmerican election through mid-1969,
Westmorclend has requested an additicomal 150,000 troope~-raising
the (;vemu total to three~quarter million American ;?.ﬁ@ting men,
And this is where President Johmson and Secretery McNamara have
dilemmas no computer can solves More American men and money
Sildeasity nay mean fower votes and more oriticiom during tho
elaa:;@m

The tectical policy of sending smerican troops to Vietnam
in "tronches” (Premch for slices) or "om the installment plon”
has roiced some controversy within the officinl American ¢ommunity
@'e horee

(More)
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One oritio--a military officer--saids "The idea of sending
smericon troops here on the installment plan is absurds It's like
$oking o baths Ome cen't jump into a tub=-ful of ecalding hot water
and stond i$. But one can teke it if the water iz graduslly gots
hotter, That's E& the way the Communists ere~-they are adjusting
to our mensured troops levels without feeling any heate"

One American civilian official, specking in private, seid
no more Amorican troops should be sent to Vietnam without radical
improvements in the efforts of the Vietnamese officialdom at all
levels and in all ﬂaieiaé-m Vietnamese army, administration and
governments

Andther source, who believed more Americon groumd troops we:re
n@edoﬁwand needed faat--qnoatimd the tacticnl uses Gemeral ¥ asﬂnomlm‘
has aham( to use. He suggested Westmoreland's search-and-destroy

\)""r; PSS e o,

strategy be re-ovaluated and

Another factor adding to the contreversy and uncertainty here
is the inorease in 3 that Genersl Vestmorelamnd will be replaced
R Z P
in the near x future, " rumors to this effect have beoen deniod.
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