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SAIGOH, wanr,;ﬁ‘m supreme Viet ¢3» Cong c@rcommand hos direotly
taken charge of the political activities and militery cporations in tho
ocopitnl of wrigom ond surrounding provincos.

The move to give direot comtrol taex to the supreme hesdquorters,
eolled Central Office, South Vietnsm (5@ (COSVM)  was mede in Bevember of q?z
last yeoxw as n  prelude to the Conmunist Tet offensive, ond da b )
eonsiderod to -SNRR ba opc“"WM A recent
intellisonoce reporty bascd on prisoner and defector interrvogoticns and
dooumcnts crptured during the Tet wffensive, hoso for the first time
dGetriled the ohonge of the politier l-militrry vommond in the owpided
capital nnd peripheral provindass il
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In » commend sense, the CONEEENEesen reporicd continuntion of

8 cireciion by COSTH TOSIRESwRe® indic te 'i’;e reli-ble oboervors that
whon ¢ w scetions

tho Comrund «tn ape prepered for bigeer battles "ﬁi}
of Saigon, L

#fhin i just like Generel (Villion 468 C,) Vesimorelond sending
Generel (Croighton) Abrfjhns up narih o set up a forward commend
ond to aontrol all meridcn militery operttions slong the demiliterized
gonoc,™ OnO SOUTSYE expleoineds “The Vict Cong have set up o COZVE-Lforward
nosr Jeigon o give tham better control snd coordinstion.”
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COSVN, however, does not comtrol all of the multi-foceted wer
in south Vietnon, In June, 1966, the North Vicin-mese Hiygh Commond
reportedly nssumed direct ohorge of the milit ry-political wer in the
Tri-Thion-llue Region and Region S5« The former consists of the two
8 northernmost provinces of Quong Tri and Thuan .’E‘hien, vhere U, Se
Knrinea and somiera are meeting continuing resistencey, and the city of

Wi camb b This region,& with e regional Communist Party

committeo ontablished to give over-all politiczl guidance, is also

believed to acontrol the cemtral part of the Lsotian pomhondle, Military

Region 5 oontrols the coastal portions of the provinces of Quang Nged,
Quang Tin, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and Khanh Hoa, It also provides political
supervision and direction of guerrﬂlh activities==but net mein foree operations~e
in the hishland provinccs directly west @ to the leos~C mbodion borders.
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The deteils of the reoent intelligence report indicotes thot in
xmmwem ber lust yeor, "a2ll militory and pelitie l forces around
seicon were ordered to be integrated into one big zone under the direct
comm:nd of COYVH."

Codencmed T™=700, the new region integrotes the formor zone
1m1nﬁing gre-ter-urbon Snigon with the Communiat base arecs to the north
and northwest of the cspitale Before t November, Ssigon, 1@ its tiE-
Chinene twin-city of Cpolom and suburban sections of Gia Binh , province were
considered a special sone, later czlled Mjilitary Region 4. ‘a special zone /
the control of both militsry and politierl affrirs is diFGotly BY directed
by the militery orgenisations, [ while in = n stand rd milit ry region,
sep rate structurgs are established for politicnl and militory sotivitiess
The provinces, forme forming Military Region 1, fanning in o wide 2r¢ north
Vaf sa}gan from Combodia to the South Chima Sea, has now been integr ted with

*"vnmu wrben Seigon to form T=700.
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The mein purposes of the change are considered to bes
le Tho direct COSVN commond gives the Viet Cong more flexibility
and apeed in shifting unite from their base arens in the provinces into
the Snipon perimeter, oince intermediate command echelons have becn

amalgam” ted or eresods 4~

e  Botter coordin-ticn bdeween trocp umitsmy, both Viet Cong
and Harth Viotn'mese, and pclitioﬁl mﬁv&t&es-
' 3. Gives COSVN direct GOAFST“GoRFol of © control of the
politics l-military underground opersting in the Seigon area and othor
nenrby arens now considered to be under dONUF jurisdiction of the VISTITRICSE
anti --Gomuni «t .vmtmmm governmente

'Mgre cuthority for COSVN representstives to solve m
locnl problema directly on the spot, thus cutiing ﬁ bureaucrotic red tape

and soving times
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In a dooumentary cmalysis relecsed by the Americ n mission in Morch,
the writer notess "The totel reorgenization (sround Stigon) in late 1967
is reverling of the Viet Cong's capability to chemge to mect the current
situstion, for here we have not a simple series of mergers, but a
completely new design thet abrogates all ﬁ historical precedent."
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The T=700 region is divided into six sub-m‘a"" with the Commrha

ST OTon Subrocion delog ted to ot least ome representative from COSVN.
Sub-commend Ome, stretehing twenty t_ﬂ, miles north of Saigem,

includes two distriots once 1% th consicored under the Wer Zome C
comend in the provimces’ of Binh Duong, @ portion of Chi Cu Chi
distriot vhore the Us 3, Avmy 25%h Division is based, «nd the distriots
of Go Vep °nd Hoo Mom, in Gia Dinh provinces' sirroundl which surrounds
Seigons These latter t’ two districts were the scene of heavy fighting
during ‘he Communint Tet offensive/y wused by the Communists in attacking
Tan Son Nhut airbose. &= Govermment intelligence sources have confirmed
the presence of four asutonomous, mobile battalions of the Viet Cong
Regiment 1654, which are thought to be reinforced by = number of
unidentifiod heovy weapons units and North Vietnomene army elemonts.

A number of Viet Cong regiomal and guerrilla forces as well as sapper
platoons and politieal agents nye 58 oper-ting in this 2rea, sources saide
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sub=Comannd Two,xkEiEx cituntod south ond west of Snigom, encompasses
Biny ¥ Chonh and Ten Binh Districts of Gia Dimh provimces' and two
districts of Hou Nghia province--Due Hoo ond Duc Hue districts. Some
of theso districts are considered important routes of infiltration of weapons
and supplies directly from Cambodia into the multi-fingered canal systea
on the outakirts of Saigon. This Sub~Command contains six main-force
battalions—-one battalion of heavy weapomsy another battolion of 1654
Regiment, threc battalions of the Viet Cong 9th Division and one battaolion
6 upgraded frem regional foree remks, vhich is meinly responsible
for gulding ond spearhesding units unfomiliar with the the nrecs

ssmore routor

o D



oz g

v Wp
commond 9 (normess/deepe)

= |
SubsComey nd 3, sotretehing soutimsoutheast of Ssigon, includes
Ihe Be distriot of Gja Dinh province and three districts of Long /n
province, Pour main-foree battalions have boen confimmed opest ting
in this "ronj of these were former long An battalicns, the 506th ond 508th,
and two ave primarily Nort: Vietnwmese Ammy battolicns which have asmumed
nomes of two fonous Tiet Cong wnitow=the Phu lLoi bBattolion and the Dong
Need botinlion. Autonm Autemous Autonomous somponies and sepper undto
for sebotage ﬁwﬁ purposes alao serve in lhe "rone
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Sub=Commond 4 comprises Thw Due distriet of Gia Dimh province, Phuoo
Tuy province and the southern helf of Long Xhanh provimces The lurgost
geographical sﬁ cubdivision, th‘ﬁ ayrea stretches fifty some miles
enst=southonot of Saigone mein-force battolions have been cmﬁfmmg‘
in thin cwon, iMOW ineluding one battalicn of the 1654 Rogiment, one
bettialion of the 274th Reginent of the Viet Cong 5th Divisions fIwo
oompunivgé of the Herth Vieitnomese Army have also becn confirmed, =ources
snide Two hervy-wenpons comp nies axe ocomsidered likely in the "reny but
not yet confirmed, Im additiom, several distriet rogiomal force companies
spe known to be reinforced ' by six compenies of engineors, specialists
in river °nd ro d snbot ge,
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- northern part of Binh Duong province, and the °¥‘% fg;fg Bien Hoa, which A
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Sub~Command 5 includes the northern part of Bien Hoa province, the

Lo Ut

serves as herdquarters for the Third VietnsmeseiMilitary Corps and a/Vv H r 9
Jet=-length airbase. The city, and airbase of Bien Hoa, PEplus the
huge Americsn Long Binh complex, seex® are included in a sp\ecialj.f ) ]’

sub=division clssEeemmsesemmET(—c-1led U-l~—of tho sub-command bmgr\
\___:{jaf the high density of Allied troops there. The Viet Cong Dong Ngei

Regiment and the Viet Cong Phu Loi 1 Battalion operate in this area, sources
s8ide
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,called the Saigon GSesmd Copital Command, W

ub-Camm-nd Six fincludes urban Saigon, which is divided into three
specisl sectionss the Chinese section of Saigon, ocalled Cholonj Stigon
proper and the urbanized sections of Gia Dinh province. BEach of these
three sub-divisions has one company of armed propaganda experts, the sources
said. In all three sub-dies divisions, the F~100 battalion, now called
battalion number lO-—-whthaoked the American Embassey and Vietnamese
Presidentisl P-lace during Tet--per operates on special ¥ sebotage
and hgp horrossing missions, Ahowsrsmen The battalion is divided into
each operating indopendently, oiiFSSRSERIn the
and the ne rby urb nized area of Gia

sauads 2nd platoons,

nine precincts of ¢ 1gon-0holon
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