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(This is the fivet of a three-part review of developments from the
1966 Honolulu Conference to the second one held this week).
SAIGON, JULY 19~~From the first Homolulu Conference gushed the
Allfed optimism of vietory im the Vietnam war. Now, 881 days later,
during the second Honolulu Conference , vietory is a forgotten, salthough
not & lost, dreams’ and Vietnam is 55? suspended decisively between
the brinks of more war OF peace.
For Vietnam, relisble sources predict the current Honolulw
i eonference is more likely to surface & radical shift in Imerican
fereim policy towards the magie label of peace and the beginning of the
end of this bitter ware
For America, however, Allied sources here voice the fear this
Honolulu conference may spim the United States into a rigid pattern
of withdrawal, not simply from Vietnam, but from the rest of the world ,
until the end of this centurye

==more reuter
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"Honolulu will -peesm probably give shape to the Vietnam peace

settlement that will evolve within the next year," one American
V thé eginning of Fortress Americas

officer explaineds "And dde
AlX of our Allies will know thaty, they will all mske various noises

about ite £ And in due course, all will mske thessmwep their separate

adjustments with Communiem=-Soviet Communism in Buwrope and Chinese

Communion in Asige™

==more reuter
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The present Honolulu Conference——fay more historic than the firste-
is regarded here as significant,; not as a meeting of the two Allied
ae&simaz of one of

e

Presidentsy but for revealing the decisisiw
them—-=President Lyndon Johnson..

wpPresident Johnsom has only two choices," one American source
explained. "He can &8t act as & lame-duck President, stall for time
a‘& 2&1; and keep open ss many options as possible for hie suscessor
mu winkr whether to soldier om or to withdraw. Or, he can be
the abeolute President and do as he w@’ wants,, for he has freed himself
from the political dictates of the voters..

"A month agoy I thought it was jmpossible for LBJ to limit the
options of his successory; that %o do so would Be & new low im political
moralitys=-the immorality of meking o decision binding on the new President.
But, now I see ai@iwt evidense Johnsom has tekemthis-decdeton—
made this decisionmy . Tinat s actions have been planned, although we do

not yet see any substantial steps takenm for the implementation.
==mpre reuter
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He eontinueds

"What do we need & Honolulu Conference for? It is either a
propaganda gesture for the Vietnamese and the worldy, or else it portents
& radical change of polieyy and President Johnson is getting the boys
all lined up to carmy it oute

“If it is a vadical change of policy, it could be only one thing--
outs The conference could be only to work out the methods, speeds,,

decencies and mechanics of uﬁ’ pulling oute
"There was one significant indication of thiswwhen CBl Clazk

Clifford (Secretsry of Defense, vho just visited Vietnam) seid we ave

going flat out to re-equip the Vietnemese Army-—even at the expense of
American troopse That is sceeptable only if the Americans are withdrawing,
That stetement was an indication of a state of mind designed to make i¢
easier to withdraw with & less guilty consolouse”

s=more reuter
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The American and Vietnamese delegations sent to the two Honolulu
Gonferences show & marked contrasts Some of the yie faces are the same,
but the men are differents President Johmsonm ig again the hosty; but he

is no longer m» seeking re-clectiony -whieh-waes as it was commonly
im 1966

e

assmed he wouldeimsififfsmr Nguyen Ven Thieu again heeds the Vietnesmese
delegations Last time he was & ceremonisl and largely obsoure chief of
statey this time an elected President whose position has been legalized
om paper but is sheken by speeulation of a "coalition™ government with
the Communistse

ind many important faces are missing. Robert Mellamars, oonsidered
in 1966 as one of the more powerful men in the world, now “in the
limbo of forgotten things," as one observer here @e saide Lt
Gene Nguyen Huu Co®, them McNamara's counterpart in Vietnam, since exiled
Prom Vietnam for his corruption and now living in lumiry in Hong Kong.
Genoral William G, Westmoreland, in 1966 a nationell hero leading the
fight for freedom from his Pentagon East command in Saigon, now transferred
to Pentagon-on-the W Potomae where he has become “am
invigible general.”  Hemry Cabot Lodge, the Americam v@m "mandarin®
frem Boston, now replaced as Ambassador by Ellsworth Bumker, the American
"mandapin® from Vermont,  B3bh Prime Minister Ngiyem Cso Ky , the star

$iLd .

of 11966 conference, now an elected Vice President vho is distrusted by the

£
+E

Imericans for his m&.megut%tim’m&d;( and mistrusted by his own President

" turk” capriciousnesse
for his “young P ==more reuter
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In some ways, the Honolulu delegetions ave significant for their
sbsenteess In 1966, o thovough militery roview was made at Honolulug
this time the new imevicen commander hore, Oeneral Crelghton Rbremsy
weas droppod from the invitation liet because “ho would heve been o
£EF8 fuoth vhools They ave disoussing polel politieal mattors:"

In 1966, the battleary of the ¥ vas the yural developmont of
Vietnomese villagese Tis time, American Ambassador Robert Kemer
in charge of the program remained in Saigon and the Vietnamese

"pacifior® 4 .
detereton was represented only by e licutenant colonel, In thim—

F R #

conference, the foous seemed to shift %o xm foreign affeire end
ccononie matters—the post-war cooncnie development plansy :
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From this vantage point, the second most impomtant member
of the imericen delegation=-and the American delegation is calling the
shots——is considered to be Clark Clifford, who had just completed
o five-day offf whirlwind inspection tour of Vietnams He hed spent
enly 25 minutes being briefed on the pacification p¥@F program.
Unlike McNamara, who asked pd@ pinpoint questions of captains and
majors,/ and took voluminous notes only he could read, @!f'
Clifford met in closed-doow door executive sessions with ;gemzmlm and
left the note-teking to an aide. American generals, whe in the past
had prepared charts, graphs and reams of statistics for Mcliamara
ordered 8§ x 10 photos prmtei}o illustrate iﬁ/ if t@ Secretary
¢lifford desired %o kno;@e surrounding terrain and helieopter
operationss Unlike M& MoNamars, vho was articulate i@ with his
shaceatoy machinegum sentencess, Clifford was odEBi%t equally erticulate
{2, with his limp buttery drawl, "Clifford is very smooth," one
observer commented while watching Clifford four Danangs. "Or more
acourately--he's slick."

= =more reuter
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_.:EF
The net impression of Mrpe Clifford's tour here--and a\weathervene

for Hgnolulu: e was not a Secretary of Defense %~sppel appointed to
prosecute = wary or to mmgg the mechanisms 40 progecute ite He was
m B ke

eppointed to r&tiemlisaj and verbalize its ending.
Me first Hemu Honolulu Conference; held in Februarys 1966,

opened the "second front" of the whole Fﬁlﬂ‘!m?m wary or Soue TR
T b el S

"the other war'-~for Vietnam's political ja;nd 4& social AcVEREENG bettermente
Now, the "second front" or the "other wer® is WEITE holf-s-world away
in Paris.  The firet "light et the end of the tunnel" sparked im
HSoTo Honolulu '66 has now been transmuted into "strews in the wind -
in Pari&'? MeNamara's statistical measures for amber and green roads,
paeél ___yé, helf=pacified and contested villeges ; heve now diseppeared
im the simple o5F avithmetic of timing the tesoup-talks end coffee-brosks
in Parise

‘Pomorrows 1966~-Honclulu or Hollow=lulu

end reutexr
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