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HOA LONG (UNIFIED DRAGON), SOUTH VIET NAM-—In this small
government distriect headquarters only air miles from Saigon,

the ragmuffin Vietnamese children shout é&iﬁe "comrade" ihatead of

"hello,"

An elderly Vietnamese man in the draditional long flowing gown
drove his motoxr sééééer scooter near an American correspondent and
fanged out o one-word curse: Death.

At hone end of this town of 1000 persqgg; a yellow and red
govermment flag straggles limply from a treehﬁiﬁcﬁ/géar the market
with this sigm painted near the roofa. We welcome aid from friendly
countries.

But at the other end of the village——only half a mile—-is a

[ "{.41..'},3 omprm barmers

newly erected archway over the road,
reading: Hurrah for the seven-day cease~fire of the National Liberatiom
Front of South Viet Nam (the political orgenization of the Viet Cong

guerrillas)., and "the people should compete in the fight for many

accomplishments during the year 1965."  The archway, made of crude tree

branches was bedecked with gay yellow and white paper ch
red and green paper Viet Cong flags and. whitp enge opes Eggfgfﬁiﬁgms*

(1 2 | 222 <




deepe
arah=-PA

febe 5, 1965

Heor the archway, a Viet Cong banner dangling above the gate
of the movermment primary school reads Our brother soldiers (of the
government side)s Oppose the restriction order; insist om being sllowed

to come home and celehrate the Tet (the Chinese New Year).

made of celluold papery; had been pasted onto the gates of individual

homeg--ond even on the Povermment's "turn right" woad sides
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mzmmmewmmng@, neay the twrn of the omly dusy ro
duaty roedy ds two mowine companies haumdminisbren
tull-dosed (irt cubankmonisy like o minfeture fort, vhioh they will
leave in maﬁm‘l daye o move their potroling operctions cloeviiores
Uehind the marive entvenchment ie the twowstory stucco, nowily
/ointed distriot hessquartess building with cheery shooin shodking pird
au&wwﬂw&m The only other govermment flag in the
7o flutters from a pole in front of $ho hoodquarterte
offisially, and on pspor, loa Long o g&%& m‘fmwm

tom ~hich the government comciders 4¢ ompe, Unoffioielly, and on

the provdi ground; [Hoa Long illustrates the over-tightoning grip the
Tiet Cong hoave clenched around the odsi citizens and peosente,
ormeren ol tdmon sadd he hal neveyr

The distriet shief, vhom one vidim
noen, rveportodly estimated thet 00 por cont of the villegers oxe
Viet Cenp oympothizers, ("The distriet chief hes o nice houses vhy shouid
he leeve 4t," onother villeger complained, )

"In 1964 the Viet Cong fought for end won the villogos in the
oountry,” one voteran Fremch colonel, vho hed « dtne fourht in the
Froneb='nr French Indc-Ching Var almost a doonde apps "NHow the
Viet Cong will uso the villeges to encirlo ond grad the towms, That®s

Moowise~lung, Peragreph R Two," RAA
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We stopped at edge of the villaga to talk with Enuyen%ﬁ&nhf/’who we.s

"""""" Mr. LTINS ;’Tﬁ he was actually 43 years old, but when he was born it
todk so long to get his bHith We registered “that he is officially
only 40 years old. He was harﬁ-musoled; of dark complexion, w:ifh
deepset eyes and a tufts of o teohacco-colored & heard pr;&a protruding
from his chin,

"Tet here is very sed this year," he seid referring to the
Christmas-like fostivities of the Chinese New Year, "Tet used to be a
harpy time for us; but not nér now, "

"The crops are very bad this year. We ugwally have a good rice
harvest, but this year the crop was very bad, The government airplanes:
Tly over end meke the rice lie domn——just like they hed pulled & gue
huge grass mat over the field and made the rice flat, The rice

on the bottom is soggy end is ruined. OF course, the planes fly high

but they =till flatten the rice-—-"

[

By this time he was im o state of =t drked excitementg/\/

jumped off his dull and d:!:e tied it to MM@ white bull,

(More )
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"——and look here--right here where we are standing," he continued
getting more antimated and twisting his beard into a wispy cone.. "The
government soldiers came in here and bulldozed our houses ;;m away. They
ceme and tecld everyone living in this area that they would have to move .
someplace elae; beciié,se it was insecure here, Those that could afford it
rebuilt themselves houses nearer the distriet headquarters. Then, a few
weeks later=—just 2 month ago—-the soldiers came back and éaid that
everyone had to move immediately, And +they did not offer to help us
transport our goods or %o pay us money for our land, And a few days /

down=--just

they came snd sterted bulldozing the houses
like a big flatiron--and they bulldozed domm mﬂ"bre'adfmit and sabotje
trees, People used to make money on those trees, The Mg to
bulldoze, they had other soldiers sg;‘w saw off, And it was private land,
but the govermment just took its I Mhat Ame.cican aid waes going to give
the people 500 piastres (U.8§7) for their Mses end 1000

plastres (US$1l4) for their eement block houses,

"B veral days ago government troops went to a village six kilometers
frmhere and told the people they would have to move, The peopdie were
allowed to take nothing except what they had on their backs. They
all wanted to take something, because everyone must have something new to pu
put on the first deys of Tet, but the soldiers wouldn't let them, Then :
yesterday noonm the people came back to their homes—~but their homes had been
looted~-everything worthwhile gone. I don't know who did it~-both the

%-overnment troops and the V‘iefteong are capable of doing something like thate

f you hav p &
do opx vork and ieico, 8 8RS W nETIHERRE® 0, fhYe, e Soourity w0 we e
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Bather elated at the wa y ho had verbally carleined the misesy
of the tomspoopley he then onanote ensctod s one-men pentorine of
a bettley in vhich vith stiff, ay otynli otyalised gesturce of o
Chinero cpere he became in one moment o guorrilla mmecking thee
thwouch the fore o ¢ end the mext mo en moment a bayonet-wedlding
norings

e ashted him 4f he had had o oha noe for much education, to which
he povlied *0h yee,” ond irmediastely bluctod omtz out a commtdowm of
from one to twenty in French,

"? pon count further than that, bdut k 1t tekes me longor," he
o dod,

fle ape in hopped back on his bull ond we walked down the road
to the mopine oncampment oround o larpe house otrem with crmy cote
snd moscuite neta, “hen we oolted about the troops looting the houses
in the neishboring village," o Vietnask an Mmericon morine advisor
oot ot his omaty teshizt and yelped-~"They should heve Lusmed thooe
housons That's s Viet Cong village--they have trenches 13 feot ddd
doop 011 along the village perimonter porimeter. The Viet fong hove
tuncle tunnols lecding fyom the housos out fifty yarde into the fozoets
The Speociel Forces moved the pecple out so they conld walt for the Vit
Viot Cong %0 roturns That do the poople hove Yo complain about? Ve
loot one of toot Vietnamooe troopers thore just e couple of days apo.”
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We commented to the Vieitnamese marine captain that Hao Long wasn't

a very cheery place to spend his Tet, He just locked dejected and refused to
confirm or deny the comment,

e then walked fifty feet down the dusty road snd met Mr. Vo Huu Ba,

e sixty-three yearold farmer, also with a wispy grey beard hut leading o
E} pony from hig house, He said he hed never been merried and them
assured us he kmew nothing about politiecs, dincluding even Americ;an aid,
A younger—looking men in an old, white, but clean shirt and shorts
explained that "American eid" 4is "those goods vhieh Americam gives to
Viet Nam,"

He then todk it upon himsgelf to explain the situation in his own

Jo¥
terms, which were very much the terms that Viet Cong pm;aaganda/éﬁf
cadre use consistently..

"We have never received any american adi<aid here," he said
specifically, though he stood only fifty feet away from the cement bl@
blackhouse ua?( built with American funds and used as an information center,
Government pesters, printed by the United Sta tes Information Serviee, had
been either ripped or rained off,

"And we've never seen 2 representative of American aid or the
Vietnomese government giving aid. The province and districd officials get

all the aids We don't see it at the village level., Besides we don't want any

American aid, If you want to help us, sedofom

i try to find a way so there

no more fighting. We just want to have quiet so we can make & living,"
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ile also sotused tho governmment forces of not allowing the peonk
3 to bulld trenches in their homes "decause gavamwt *rwgm kunow
that the Viet Cong will not five on innooont w.vﬂimso th;wmt
armics can gse the people as shiecld against the ’Via-wum purfire."

in enti-Communist villager in a neighboring town, upon hearing
of these pro-Communist ahazaamm laughed them off and said that
the comduct of government iroops in gensral was very docent and the
arrogance of them was a ravity.

"It just proves how bad the govermment's propagends is,” he explained
and "a nd thet there's no ome in these villages vho até/p:m—wamem
enough to counter the Viet Cong's gossipy accusstions.”

But even a 20-year-old student in a government high school sxplaimd
wihe Viet Cong ave the people, but they think differently than the people.”

Then he todc snother drink of his Cosa-Cola.
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