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SALGOH--Twenty-five years ago, o Saigon businessnan
end Ho Chi lMinh worked closely together (o mescue Awmerican
flyere shot doun by the Japanesc. Ho Chi [inhy now presidont
of Communist of North Viet Nam, was then leading a small band
of guerrillas fighting against bovh the Prench co '
and the Japancse invaders.

The Vietnonese leader and the businessman walked
through the jungles; slept on straw mats in peasants' housesy
schounged cold rice when they could.

"] vemember one night, Ho Chi Minh told me cveryone
has @ woalmess and I have one toos I like Amcpican cigarettes,”
the Saigonese recalled rocently.

"Ho Chi Minh was very pro-imericea then," he continued.
naftor all, Roosevelt was tallking aboud the Pour Frecdoms. |
, ca hed just congueved its own economic depresslon and
seenod meady to help the goor people elsewhorc.” "

Today, America claims Ho Chi Minh as its No.7 enemy
in Vietnam war,

In cnother case, an American bechnical expert was

rod last year by the Commumnist guerrillas and held
prisoner in the mountains for five monthe.
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During thab Gime, Ghe American civilien bacm
acquaintied with a young “white~collar Commmist,” who welied
niles through the jungle to serve as his Snglish-languase
 intewpmeter, During their acquaintance, the young Vielnaunese
explained tvhat he was from The provinciel capital of Qui Nhon
250 miles north of Saigon.
: oyhen I wos & high school student in Gui Hhon, we
alwaye weat o Amecican movies," Le told his Ancricon copbives
"ghe nicest compliment yol could sey tboul a young nam EEE
fets ag handsome as ﬁcwzﬁs ﬁa&mm And we hod anobher expressions
Hets oo rvich as an Anericans” '
But vlam: pontp~-20 youys later--there were bloody
anti-American demopstrations in wul ULol.
These 'ﬁm exoumples illustrabe the changing inage

of hmerican foveign pelicy ia Viel Had. L Vietnoneee

sinessmon in Seigon called the policy that of "ghe sbatus
> Tt is commonly accepted here vhat Amerdcon

policy here is eithex static op reactionarys Dub scomeé
obeprvers heme believe thal American policy is too revolubionarye-
or perheps it preachoc on jrpelevont revolutions

sgompuniem in Viet Nam is a 19th century philosophy
mmwmmnmmwmmmmv one long=
bime Americen observes in Viet Mom explained, "We're simply
too far advanced for them."

(vore)
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vestern oboervers here casually accept lthat "{rcedon
and democracy means nobhing o the Vietuamcses we're simply
holding the line against Commnist ezpansionism--shot's alle"

Few observers can oxpluodn why Amewican can nol export
frecdon and democvacy Lo undcrdeveloped lands, The following
ic one theory:

Te Americons, £Lneedon end democracy gives to the
individusl citizen certain rights and proteciions agninst the
oppresoor--ihich is the stato.

But in Viet Nom, the state is closely identified with
a small ruling minordtys the individual is insignificant.
Because of his Confucieanistic herdboge, an individueal is
vicued only es @ member of a family ov a villages He's
accustoned to euthoriterian group life. But what is im@awtanﬁ
o the Vietnemese is oquality--nol equality of individunloe
but equality between classes, +to bring into balance the
ngilves" and the "black" reces

Democracy in America 18 the right of an indivudual GO

vote--ylithout pressure--for representetives who will legislate
the law ofthe land. It also means these laws will be enforced
by an independent executive branch, freely contested before

an independent judician brench--ond all three would be checlked
by a free press.. The objective is to protect the individual,.

(tiore)
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But this system is irrveleveat in Viet lowp--for all
bronches ofthe government

ond the press is concentrated in the
honds of o suall ruling minority. ﬂmmiﬁion would be bousht

off ov suppressed.
Viet Wam ig now in the process of ﬁz:ﬁ.%irg a

constitution and establishing a leglslative branche The
judiciary branch seldom cpevates eanlively indopendently from
the rulers--juries cnd Judpes slike can be eceily swayed by
MOTEY OF PUOSCUre §roupss

The "free” precs is either the instrument of political
parties, ke goveranent or otlber powerfnl DrESSUNG CYOUNS.
Low=pold reporiors i‘é@z;uentl:; cupplenent their income by beconing

intelligence agents for the secret polico—-porhaps for the
Commumistoe Without adeguate 1ibel lawe, cditors sometimes
threabon bo publish damaging storleg--ulilch nay be true--ohoub
en individusl, bub withold publication for peyoffo. Some
aewcpaness ore formed sinmply as o means to blacknarkeb mﬁiama
neweprinle

Although Viet lam is mow considering e referendun
wo vatdly the navion's constltution, froe elections in the past

have boen & mythe Volos ere recdily bough

uneducatod votor is subject to pressures fron either the
governnent cnd to o greater exbont from the Communicts at the
village levels When the Communists have the influence to collect
vexes in the henxt of Saigon, they also have the power Go
ingluence voters in distent cities and villages, suspotedly

e M Wi Bl MA“’\MM’\M'
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In an initial atbenmpt o import democracy to Viet Ham
the United Stabos medle the free clection of hamlet councils
a prerequisite for American aid to stretegic bamlets. Dut in
Cuang Trdy amsmapmmeaumgh e
Vict Nam, & local police official complained,

"Yes, we hed free electlons=-bub in 410 stmeteglc
homlets, 400 hanmlet cklefs turmed oub %o be Communist. We had
to arvest them."

tior is the Americen economie principle of private
enterprise eppliceble in Viet Nam, ab this times. For 1% is
the individual with 15,000 plastres ($200) who recelves licenses
%0 open a ber on main strect, Uo cul precious lumber on
government land, o receive Uhe contract for government

in the provinces, & war widow somplained bitterly and
refused to pey her landlord more than the legel one=guarier
shore of her crops. The landlord dmove A nherd of water buffalo
across her rise paddies, destroying the crope Ag the landloxd
he was elso & village noteble, the police and other village
admindstretors ignored the legal appeals of the widow.

(vore)
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Idlke the Americans, the Communists also promige
mﬁ&om and democracy--but the Vietnamese view their promises
differently, The Copmunist epproache is Yo 1ift an individual
from one collective omdor based on Confucien parental
suthoriterisnien and placing him into enother collective
society., Dub in the new order of the Comnunists, the power is
shifted from the "silver" race to the "black® race, Still the
individual as such is insignificant.

While conbrol of American aid end material is fairly
strict, the fact thab is channeled through existing cembral,
foglonal and district levels of governnent gives the impressions
the United States is reinforcing the corruptionw-ond the
gbatus quos '

one articulaote Vietnemese Air Force major,
aneelly sbout the Saigon politicel gituation end said, "The
gotholics, the Buddhists and the politicians are fighting the
movernnent--cnd. eoch other—-not becaude they heve any politicael
progroms. They only wont Yo put the Avericen eid into their
oun pockebss TYou mmust know thot ie the reeson. And they're

dodng it while we're losing the wor. You nust Imow we're

losing the war.” |
mmmmwmwﬁmﬁmmﬁ

ezplanation in scissored Inglishs

(More)
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While & tide of Anbti-Americen feeling surges in the
urban centers, some Vietnamese officials criticisze the Anerdcans
forn not interforing more into Vietnemese affalrs.
cans--ginply by being here--are interfering
in our affeirs,” one Vietnamese gencval explained, “They should
go further ond make the governnent be honesls But tGhoy do not
have the courage--they are afreid of being called coloniallstse
They'll be called colonlalists enyway."

| Jor the Vietnomese, the importent promise ismot
racys bub equality--that some sence of bedance:
be vestored to the greal inoquities of wealth and future

 Almost twegleally, the Vietnanose do not believe
that this equelity exists in Amevicas Tor they view the
current Negro--ihite clashes and the civil rights issue not

st Hegro individuals, bub agalnst
ﬁw»wme@mﬁamswmwamxﬂmm

This is the ‘Gmam gignificance in Viet Moam of America's
civil righte iscue.
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