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% last of a series on the moody

(This is tho fEEmmGH

preperedness, strategy and gignificance of Khe ganh)e

KHE SANH, VIETHAM, Mareh 22-filitery sources hero

S prossing for e king-sized imerican offensive operation
A - v Common:S TS
around Khe sanh~-and a possible wh sweep into Leosy along the m’/

Ho Cni Minh invasion trails
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Ho one !wrs ia pradictmg if and when aither &
m Imericsn offensive or a,meping aparation through laocs will

take plegce——first becsuse the political amam for such a nﬁ nove
rest in Washington and second because, for aeaux-sty reasons, military
officers as a matier of proctice dE"HPTL refuse to discuss future

oper:tionsge

tha&@‘t mmmm theswratary of Defncse Defensey
wa'd be alluwed to go into Leos," one source mlaimd. "But so far
~ we haven'+ seen anything, m halds the key to the Gmisi invasion
and to their supply limes and until those supply limes are out, we're
not gﬂfmﬁ to get anywhere heres ‘M;mly, mmr&Qw air raids ave

, 3 B o A ""/
* $aking tolls--but not enough ¢f to make muoh differents ¥e must send

ground trocps in ddeede there to meke the Communists Dumeh up aa&‘emtmt@

then =irpower will mean something,”
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Cle=rly, wmg@timm their ringing politica
overtonesn, break into these three rigid categories: %o ratreat,‘
to sit, or to sdvance. '

1s Almost all American military leaders here--the

country's frontline havks=—follow the Joint Cpief ©

Pentagonts Joint chiaf\.at staﬂ, gtatement that Khe sanh should be
neld, This is true both in their official and private discussionse

At this time, there seems to be ne considerstion smong milltary leaders

to withdraw the Americsn xarinéa and to abendon the northwestern

corner of Vietnam to §in further Communist invesion, IH Among the

officers and men in Khe % sanh, the JUS recommendation is commonly

used in jests 'w efﬁﬁﬁr; WM 3.:1 his bunker most of the &s:f

because of m ianaming camun:s’s mﬂlm and mortars, museds

“Mings could be WOT 5% Think how you'd feel if the Joint Chiefs

‘ a and Prosident Johnson f had not said Khe Senh would be

hélsi at all costa.”
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Given its political build-up by the President's and
JCs statomentsyy Khe Sanh coul&rmhably not be abandonsd without
rather widespread, adverse repercunsions inside j the United states
and, scoond:rily, inside South Vietnsm A Merine r#8% vetreat from
thm, hmvar, sould be cemouflaged, and politically sd cushioned,
T §iaan using them to link up with other Americsn

unite on & search-end-destroy operation--and then being returned

to snother base, rether than Khe Sanh, laters
some American oiviliaen officialsy however oiﬂ}e.r question
mﬁ; the strate o : : “ 3¢ X L & 1 W
Lo ll?» o sy T R e
o ma headquariers the other &ay, 1 & asked twhat is so
1W about xhwh" "t ohe eivilian explaineds wyoutd have thought

I‘ﬁ asked to see the dootor?

s ceriificate sbout the TVirgin Hary."
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2. Continuing the present course of the mims‘
sitting and weiting for a Communist ssseult is becoming less ond

£
p o

less militarily attractive to the leadership level here, and is tt
480 1ikely to beoome #d move end more diffioult politicelly to

hold to this line, The longer tha MMH must wait before

the Communists assault—vhen tmm w gein o stuming viotory=—
the more attrition of forces, material and prestisp they suffer,
without the counter-balance of sotually knowing how many Cgmmunists
are being killed or mmd by the mﬂasa #mmhwmh of air and

artillery powers
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oven within recent days,; the situation here has
worsened mnrkedlys —For the first time, the drop-zone, where
most of the Marines urgently needed supplies a%@ slimmer down
from parschutes, has come under sustained Communist attocke-with
soieral seversl hundred rownds of olose-in mortars and rescilless ﬁ.ﬂe!
rouds striking fgaily, The supply crisis was one of the or¥t-most
oritical ones feced :fj b the French st Dien Bien Phu--and one on which
hj.ngaﬁ many of the other frotors leading to their defeat theres vhile
ths/ﬁmériﬁf“‘ng m mt zmt in such a perilous stance, be%use air&reye

e mda, tha & dm&gsreas aﬁ&’”&iﬂﬁt{l‘t{{db is pi
and &aving the supplies by the’ M-

semore reuter
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3. Unwilling to retreat and being eroded by justk sitting,
the Americans should launch a messive offensive, some militery officials
LXEUCGe 7

"The only purpose of Khe Senh now is as a springbeard
for an offensive, one official explained, "“Ehe Senk hes lost its
mmpeenn original purpose--we are no longer stopping any invasion,
and in faot from the teps of bunkers, we 9pn 590 | Pymamatnt trucks
moving altmg Route 9 with ﬁmiz #En th‘ta on;’ 11; Iaeks like the
loo tngoles freewys ) ihem*a an estimated 100 % Commmist tanks are:
Rhe Sanle  wyhen the Communists seized he Lang Vel (Spesial Forces
samp &h as‘tr&éﬁh lﬂou‘h 9 in eorly February), &md overrsn Khe Sanh

\\»

district tow, Vihe BT maTiTe bewe Marines wers ordered to ztop

patrolling, then the Communists got exactly what they mte&«o
i e

7 "N’."
,,MMM
to open up their #o: the roads and supply tmzam without

detection and we became as.tting duckas "

=smore reuter



sz sag
yy ljp
offensive 7 (nommsss/deepe)

ngharlie has changed his tactics in the past few days," one
Ameriocan officer a:pl&m&,‘ referring to the Communist Xaﬁh Vietnemeses
nnstead of simply dumping in artillery and mertars on us emtaﬁm,
he's starting' to maintain & wnhaung blanket of machinegum snd rif¥
riﬂ.b' fire soross the whole base, - At some times, it's virtually |

impossible for anyone omTENGSIEN
out of their holes. A& Also, before, Charlie would eim in areas,

5

against conpentrations of troops or truckse Now, hestarting to

in ﬂm perimeter to stand up snd get

aim at one jeep or one Marine walking alongs ve're inereasingly getting
that hemmed-in feeling. His trenchlines are getting so oclose, I con
sould hit them with a t&va ¢h if this were & golf course and for
the first time "X Eharlio{ mintm an all-night firefight with the
e wari:wa* vetve just gotten in 1000 Bru hillsmen fleeing into
Khe mh% mwﬂmmammmm they must htvhmn ‘sotten the
word oither scmething's going to heppen or else more NVA are moving in."

==more reuler
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The three original arguments against Amerimzmmg‘a,,
s would he fighting in
i

“wm

s

aﬁ'ema eftenaiw were ﬁrst, Bimarican tt

the Communistts Khe Sanh--the ﬁiaiatm of am defencive fortressen

T = o R et s
sprinkll sprinkled diapareed /,andt minkloﬁ thmgh thymglad hills;
ST h gigh American aaml’siea wonla result. Seoondy, 1t would be

bettor ts let the Communists assault Khe Sanh, which the Marines would
be counted on holding, and then imerioan ground troops would be rushed
in ag a ::eaatian, giving ochase to the retreating Communists. mm,
if General Willism Vestmorelond commits lorge numbers of Apericen
battalions, presumebly from the Us 5, Army lst Afr cmlmy airmobile
division g or from the 10lst Alrborme Divisiony them he will be in

8 wesk péqi'ﬁim to mt 5.1’ the Communists skaulﬂ strike again in

northern
“the Gonstal cities, suoh as Hus and Guang Tri,

=smore reuter
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thete ‘
These erg : f&s am losing some ofi merit, in officisl
- T80 ot Kho Sab Senh WETTTEve wifld

‘;/’“»

- yowen; for m;k and receive heavier, deadly shellings.
 Some sources argue thet a major Americen search-snd-destroy
operation eround Khe Samk would be pointless wi thout Weel sweeping (and
perhapsstan stam) msa the border into Laoss Tho#@¥eal looation of
s ;mi!at of eritioism about Westmorelsnd'# h

whole strategy of holding there-—has forced the taciical commonders into
an.4@oo0 m}um.’bxa} job, they argues Khe “‘:‘»snh is situated seven miles
fron fhe lagidenB Laos on the west end 14 milos/x south of the
demiliterized zome and North Vietnsms
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‘ - rosiPded—tmertton
Militarily, these two political boundaries give tactical

in maneuvering thair feroapa,

espeoinliy-if the Americsn sirborme, for exemple, is used ‘bo drop beljind
st lines

the enemy lines to surprise thems Also, sources argue, the supply and

Wax;'ﬁinery ;m basaa lie in leosy the 1ena-rwgs Communist weapons,
used with nﬁf;x;jxﬂ observers for visible spetting, eould raiawheavy
shells upon imerican ground fbmapa, W operating around Khe Sanh, - who
would not even have the treRShiihe trenchline protection offer imside the
besleged Yarine base, '

_ "our overwhelming military presence in South Vietnam allowed

M emall military presence in lacs for some timey" ;)m.».,i
'military source explained, i thout tkat small r.a’;é‘ﬁaa Presence, ! e
could not have remained in seuth Viotnam as strong as Qﬂm@. ~But now,

without & stronger military F""’M i, Lao
hold Zouth Vieinem, Khe Sanh is our &ey t@ the . = - s ety

wou,,_ we atill mt be able te o

the doorway of the invagion is Laos."
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