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{in 1o the first of a two~part serics on develorments along the

denilitarized sone, Vietnam)e

VITH THE Us Se THIED MARINE DIVISION, ALONG THE DEMILITARIZED Z0NE,
=" )
VIETHNM, CCTORER M--The relative balance of forces along the D& las

turned dramatically in favor of the illies mowve olearly than at any other

time during the two=year history of jlmericen operations herce

At this time, thers is mo viasible evidence nox verbal hinte of
any £llied vithdvawal from the LMZ defense lime nor of eny largeewoele
regzlmmén% of Ue Se Azay unite for the American iicrines, who now hold

two=thirds of the 40-wile~long hilly lince
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The reasons for the shift in the hlen dbalonce of fert forces ore cbvious
and two-©olde Firat, the Avericans simply have more power along ond
immedintely south of the ME than at any other $imo wimaw uilitery
operstions bogen heore in mid=-1066. At the begimming of this yosr, there

were two Allied Aivisions.lpio=-one imorisen Merinme ddvision ond one Vietronmese
Army division—-in the two nerthermmont provincess todny there sxe four

divisione=—tro Uy e Army sirmobile dfvisions having been A7
moYe eIMOry rimia‘&s, logdnticsl oopebilitios ond helicopierse

Second, and perhaps more importent, the CE@lsEEer Werth Ticinomoce
f divigions have virtually dissppearved from *the ereas Ifmoricem Worine
commanders here believe they have inflicted svweh heovy losues on the
Commmnict divicions they have seaingd sovchd senmotuvery cut of Sovdh TVictnem
"$o lick thoeir woundaos™ Mericen fyry cormenders oy the Yerines may be
exagperrting their victories—but even they concede the Communiois have been
substentielly veckened in the twe northern provinces snd are nevw virtuslly
on the rune One lmmy senior fymy officery; with lomg-term cxperience in
Vietnen, seid, "I just can'g helleve how goed things look up here for voe
I'n almost afroid to telk about ite—for feer something w11l happon to chenge
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Since the beginning of 1968, ¢the Commmiste heve hed five
naio~line divisiongy ox former divicionel entities in the tvo northern
provinces ot one tine or anolihere-nostly ell ot the seme %ime dwring Tot
wher they coployed o %wmgaﬁ by war %ﬂ«w tmsly eeningt Hape end
Rho iy Samhe lNow, tho Comsunists meintein only one divisiar=the 3208
along the DZ, plus $hree independent regimemto—-the 27th, 20f 135th and
80 220th.  Tue zemm remsnts of tho other four divistone—300th, 304th,
324 ena 3250-have eiﬁmﬁ* re"ar&u‘té& into Forth TVietnan, Iws, oF, 88
in the case of 3450, «éﬁ haa grmshor" southwards into the Two Gorps aven,
into the Plollu=iek To pemmm. after participating in the cologe of
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How long will tho Commmists continue to fade away along the M DNZ?
No one ic predictings Wit high-placed sources say that within a weck‘s
timo, North Viotnamese divisions could ngein mem
organise shove the IMZ and begin moving southwardse “AS this time, the

enemy is nearly complotely me!!oat&w becouse we have kopt him

I
off-halance nll the time,” one mx?iﬁoﬁim expiaineds “Dut, the
enany hne o tronendous replacenent capablility wmmd this could chenge within
a weak's time. Ho could bring in othor uniis from tho Ngrth wiithin 2 veeke"
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Sourcog close o Genersl Creighton Ya Abronasy, Mmerican commander in
Saigon, say the Marines have in recent wocks been so moeagﬁ;l in
confiscating Comsunist ams, wospEF-=ems, aapnition and food oachea
ingide and immedintely soush of the W& that they have prevented the
Horih Vieitnan's 320tk Division from lemching mess agsaults at Allled
positicns further scuth--21 suwh healguarters and supply complexes at Calu,,
the artillery base at Caup Carwrell, the Rockpile awes and the Can lo
dicerict dow towa and huge refugee contore

“Low the 340%h Division has gone back noross the Ben Had
(the piver forming the middle bowmdary of the DMZ) ond % bofore they
ccue down ognin they have to set wp their vhicle supply ayatem again,®

en oificur close to Gonersl Abrems saids

—ore Prenter
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Seurces close to Oomerel Abreng=as well as independent Vesterm
militery ﬁ"?obnrware in Saigon—~-believe it will telze seversl mouthe—-
aamotine into 1969—~before the Conmmists ave sble to “got bask in chape” and
initinte enother mass maxch into Seuth Vietname ‘

Comparod to the cFimy dopor deprossing eeimly depressing deys ond
extremely tonuous existence of Allled forcee J in the two northern
provinces oarly this year, there is new e new sense of confidenco,
pﬁ’profmné roliof and even glimmers of levity nolong the D%, During the
the firet six months of 1968, the Communists held both the siretegie and
taotical initinte initlative vith their two-pronged pressuve polats
on Khe Senh end Hyes it wam*t until their leot push ending June 5
with their Third-Phass, positionsl warfere thrust during the bloody
battle of Dei Do, NG two miles north of Dong Ho, that the Marines and
Viotnsmose First Divislon hurled the Commmists badk eoToss the Wiz ond
that the situstiom drematicelly $Feaiven improved for the Alliess During
the Bettle of Dai Do, all freo reginemts of the 320tk Division Luxled
thenselvos ot the Marines wd the & Viotnemoso st Divisiom; ot one *ime
the Communists launched a series of counter~attacks againat the Marincsoy
seversl of thom in brosd deylighie
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"indy during the battle of Pai Do, w=hilc the mmamk Marines
were asssulting, the enemy stood wp in their Foxbolosy left their
holes and sscoultod usy" one Merine officer expleimed, =¥ "which is
voryy very significents Ve moved frem owr assault sbout 150 moters
in front of the emeny and os our assault ecshelong was moving tovmrds
tho cnemy positiony this unit left their forholes snd trenches ond
counter~attacked our aseaulte They ran right at us and the larines and
the encny wet each others This requizes a unit with a great smowmt of
eeprit or clee 8 great fear of their cadree Tis 4o attrition warfere—
the enemy attempted to take no ropeat no objoctives they were simnly
endesvoring to kill Mmericance™

’ ==more router
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In July, it sppeared thet the 320th Division was positioning itself
to agein come across the Bon Hed river--probably sometimes in Avguste—
but with a sories of pre-ompiive, spoiling operations, ke lia fnerican
and Viemmew pe:;' rogaining. fhesdeadioal theissiat tootical initiative
by theny f@restallad Ghise

,“iam;l,;. w're ﬁee&oﬁn@ua his jumping off pointsy his cachesy
coannné ané aontmlw locationg, kospitalsy, gpringboards and
ogtaging ms,“ a Harine officer explaincde "Ve've also«dy destroyed
his trelining ox bunitering systoms and training avenge -Gne-dveitming—To
dispomsem Tirot Bettalion of Fourth Morinos came ecToss end dostroyed
mﬁ tra:lfnfng aven they just couldn'; believe, ocomplete with classroomp End

} s 7
lecturng nnd blm&:hom-&&;;’"g@i‘a conduct pessos and letter of intvoduciion

for his atudentoe”
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Expectaiions now are that only in 1969 will +the North Vietnoncoo
have replaced their these ata@ng eroas ond vieapons ceshes wmfficiently

f o WL

to meke srother) push u into South Vietneme Sk :/

s, gm&w Morine staff cfficers go/m'bea the me
'm es "the elaest thing wo've seen to conventional warfere with
orgenised military formations faoing caoh other, onoh supported by his om

hoavy exrtillory,” ”kﬁm "on our side the major

problem 1somnnghmcmmmpmplemhzmﬂﬁammmdmdmnm’

etey avound ond nogotiato frem strengthesefancd is in suoh sorry shape
i iad
throyueo begring o penco.”
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The etwyofthommmlmlmtalmgthowwmm
mid=-1966, when the fmericen Harines launched Waﬁm? vhick later
glided intc weratime’ﬁ'hdﬂe. The Marine battalions wore picoeemosled

inte tho operatiom—gonerally to confront North Vietmsmese Division 3248B.

It was Guring this time thm';momnmaal}mggm vaereaﬁaea

Miderts Ridge.

to the Havine—and eriowwahaanss-ﬁ%ze Bockpile,
This phase ouiminated vith the viecious battles of Hill 881 Forth snd Scuthe
But uid~19C7, tue Marinep—who hed suffered severe casuclties thcmselves—
hod sucoceded in oliminating 324B es a “divisional entity" aend i%

fragmented into 116 throo independent regimenise

A—-(/-f L“;J

{,} "i./i{f' MJ -
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By 1ate 1967, howover, two more Coommnist divislono==304 and 3250=-
moved into South Vietnam end lator geined woFled- world-wide attention
during thefiio loge of Kie Sanhe Thin Dognn tho darkest days in the
history of the DMifieond further southy in the bottle of Mucs ‘¥ n It may
go down in history as onc of the most filc militerily mimenaged perdods

~Anstben of g the fmerican involvement in Vietneme

Pty by&;:mmmamtamemhofm mw
Commund ot asvzss.me avound | Khe Senhethe 24th Regiment of the 304th Division
end the 29th Regimont of 325¢ Pivision~=had already moved tewards fuo,
vhioh wmmdbpethnistime the soeno of henvy fighting of tho Third Phase,
positional morfore vardotys Tess two regiments joined with the S#h
9Mhifﬁinmmcof the old 324B Division %0 a@mmam
Ue Se Amrmy lot Alr Cevelry as it cought—but falled-=tc reinforce the
fmerican Merines fighting inside Hue oitys  There was eleo heavy contact
betweon the lot Aly Caverly and 45 the two other regimente of the old 324B
Divicion=-the 812th Rogiment, which wos turned back from Gueng Trd
provincial capitel end the 803rd Regiment, which strutted sérims straizht

_ down the "Strect it Vithout Joy" avea to reinforce tho Forth Vieotmmese
insido Muoe

waiore reuter
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Algoy, during the Tet offensive, the Horth Vietnamese m Mvicion
wae targetted against ﬁeustmttmof‘:aauinﬁﬁ‘mmw
wkere the Marines somehow held off thelr advemce southwardss

It was during this heotde period thal throo Allled (I¥¥6e Aivinionge-
the Third Morine Division, 1 Victnamowse 2st Division, Us 5, fimy lat
My Cavalry, aidod somowhat by the Us Se Azay 101st Adrborme, which had
been held oo a @ gonoral reserve—~were in vicicus comtact with major elements
of four Torth Vietnamcss divisiange-the 320%hy 3250, the old 2248 and the
304¢hs

It weo not wtil the end of Februnry thet the Alllocs ¢¥e cven bogan %o
get on tep of tho situstiocn=vhen thoy puched cut the wix mwsfUNec ‘
Comrunivt me mein~force regiments out of Iue, wiich were {then reinforced
with numerous cutonomous battelions snd troutlessmo Tear guasd snipers and
essescination sguades These small groups coutinued to osuse trouble and
insecvrity, and in some ¢ascs, executicms zma in and neer Hne until
late Yarchs V
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By mid-Mareh, in the Khe Sanh perimeter, the wresmonts remments of
3250-=which the Morines say had suffered heavy casualtics from Us Se firepower
during tho slege~-moved southwanrds. towares tw into the Second Iilitaxy Corpse
The two remnining regiments of the 304tk Division were severely routed as th
the 1t Air Cavaley and the Marinos brdic up the slege of Khe Sanhy, Dbeginaing
liexoh 295 these two rogiments did not chooe soiplece confrontations wiith the
advencing Allles, but simply fled the battlefield, lecaving behind more
supplies and equipment “than I ever dreamed of," one Ammy officer explained,

But, as the %wo regiments of the 304th fled in April, the Communiots
reinforced in May with two now regiments of the 308%h Divisicn~-gupposedly
tc cemouflage the withdrawal of the 304ths The Merines say thoy later knooked
out the mijor offool effeotivenoss of those tw reginents in Juno ia
“Operation Robin® where the Communists fought to protect a new roadkiet
network loading from Leos into South Vietnam, south of Khe Sanhe The
two remaining regiments of the 300th have been confimmed much further couth
in Quang lNged province, whare;a.a.ha; bm muannlly disruptive in rocent
monthse
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e 300tk Vorih Viotnamese &nny Bivision dencrven spacisil montion.
Fourteen jyoars o oy ig gained fame an pwt of m;, fommmiot foroes wikich
fonted the-Premi=urE® nilitery w\'&t Dien Bien Phu in 1954, It wms
then XZnown for 1in proficiency in nizht sttacks and for the =oouracy of its
artillesy regimonte Becouze of its outetanding porfommence ot Dien Bien Phu,
the 308th wan homored by the Commisg Communist regime by being nssimed in
Hanoi ne the czpital gorrisons For the panst several years, Allied
intelligerce officers have beon waﬁohin& this elite divigion, mmng
that vhen the Commmisto commitbted eTE T "palase guard" units, g -
getting to the cnd of their military ropeds

In June,

i, tho Nexrines' bo:;;@:ﬂgew of the 308&} Janey
on the Laotinn flemk, vhile puMFEmE back the attacks end counter-attacks
of the 3049320th Mvision in tho bottle of Jel Do aleng the MuZ,  Sindo e
then, the 320th hoo by and largo somsined north of o D% Bon Hiad rivers

their attempts to propare their battleficld for t "third-vave” offensive

gseens to have boen turned back by aggressive and mobile Allied tactios.
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T Zaeemst thisjbeck=drop, the DiZ has been relatively free of
big-unit confrontations as the Marines and Vietnamese, and the newly-arrived
Us Se ArmyEthHeohanisedBrigadqhm sought to hold the tactical
momen tums

There is a new air of confidence, but also one of apprehension
as the shifting monsoon rains and rumors of cessation of the bombing of the
North swirl along the Df.. The Communist artillery, which has largely
gilent, o%till lurks im on two flanks. There are still embushes
on the most western side of Route 9, which @GS ome vhere Ui Merine
t8 truck and tenk convoys push through with suppliese Those caused onc
officer to g;'oan, "Don't measure the war up here by who holds what
terraing we hold everything im the daytime, but at night the cm'és
IVA are all around usge"

fhe Harines suspect the NVA divisions are now regrouping, rcifittiz;_g and

mo rosuwplying for anotho:r }uah into Wth, ﬂ}oy /W" 5

Beryiag political miracles in Paris, the posalbility looms of even
bloodier fighting sometimegy somoviere=-perhaps everyvhore~-along the

'@m supposedly demilitarized linee
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(Hanks I'11 file the mext picce tomorrows Also, the Saigon pross
is being squoesed out of the lLe lay coverage by incoming pross andl.a Hay's
desiro not to have joWir journslists Zollow hime A%h Anghow, 1'1l twy to
do something on himy probably m he doparts. feEgem Moo, 4if st all

sm ts

possible, I might ty to do a coup aftermath pleces I gather 3
Or do you mnt‘- o

afe doing o recup on it this wecke ATy VHE
rolitical soriop for the laat week in Ootober? Regarda Bev)e
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