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SATGON, February 20-~Tho speotacular Communist offensiver -
halped President Nguyen Van Thieu in expediting his partial mobilizatlon -
plan, but the sustained tempo of assaults and rocket attacks around the .
urban centers is putting a sizeable erimp into the implementation of the

pProgram,
The original Thieu pla? for\p§rt;al %glitﬁggwﬁgpg}{zgikgﬁﬁﬁ.
was signed into deoree law before .,;' : ;=%f**’*=?'sﬁ ‘which he

A‘,, :

waa\%§k_§§ﬁ§?§éé§&ent. After tﬁé\ainﬁinieieotion;§)the two~house legislature
amey legitimacy of the dearee law and took ’

questioned the legilimz 1ggddds
the executive branch to task for its rather stiff program. But, sinae

the Communist offensive began January 30, the 1egislature has been
much more amenable to Thieu's pzer original program, as well as his

expanded measures.
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mobilizatlon,

on the oBF civil side, mil¥ one hundred thouaand government
be trained for two weeks in the use of weapons and

presumably carbines and GEEERL obaolete ones
s now to reoeiVe

ocivil servants are to
then be issued the weapons,
nanded down to them from the Vietnamese armed forces which i

more Americsn [EENSe M-14's and M-16's.  But, the curfews, imposed until

the Viet Cong are wrinkled out of the saigon perimeter, have limited the .

working hours of the government employees giTeoay and the central gavernmenf

apparatus is already strained simply taking care of the relief and revovery

measures necessitated by the first-stage of the offengive,

==more reuter
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_In aasision, 803000 high school ST wnt uaiversity
studenis m:m beginning vm/ age 15 are to be trained ond alse issued
weepons, but the headaches for the govermnment on this step is
thet the pupils ave not now in mufmmbim their olasses, since most of &

the schools are atall olosaa and many of the school buildings are used
5% refugees whose homes havells been destroyed -

as centers for PO roru,
in the fightings

On the politicsl mobilization, an anti=-Communist
amalgomation of various groupings, politiecsnl perties and religious bloos,
previcusly factionalized with minor differences, has now taken the first
tenative steps to romm éupport the govermment and %o assist the govermment
in enlisting the support of the Vietnsmese populations

==more x;euter

ACEC S&f
yy igp
mobilize' 4 (normass/deepe)

Thia political grouping, grdenm  desizned to move tovards
a "Congress for National $.lvation“ is hesded by Tran Von Dony, @&

former army general whc« medesd=ilit the overthrow of PFEf@Ene President Ngo
Dinh Diem in 1963 and currently W UBHATEF,; lawyer ’f‘rﬂz;; Van“mﬁ, a former.
deputy prime minister in 1965 and lendex of the Vietnam Qucc Dartg Dangg politica
'pa.rty, and Tren Quoe Bum, the long-time leader of Vietnam'ec major lebor
vnion. Tamx Dong Duc Khoi, fomerly atta&ced to the Victnamese Embassy
in Waaai%on and now & member of the breintrust supporting Viee President
Nguyen Cro Ky, was also one of the organizing members, reliable sources

reportie
The political orgsnization, cexdninly geser pro-government

and anti-Communist im its outlook, 4if it is not government sponsored,
is designed to umify various anti-Communist factions te=ih and to

serve ns & counterweight to the varicus fronts and alliances that have
in the cities sinoce the “t8% offenaive’

been established by the Viet Cong
3 =-more reuter
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The first % orgnnizational steps for the congress was held
sunday, Pebrusry 18, and included & wide array of politiccl personalitics,
jnoluding redddkasl condidates who lost to Thieu in the| eieﬁatiénﬂ, such
as elderly Phan Khac sum and pran Van Huonge The EE gcve;rmmmt'saf e ﬂf o'
oppositionist, puddhist priest Tri Quang, was conspicucusly abasenty howevery
as were his voocal lieutensntes

The goverrment's militery mobilization has been sharply
hit by the Viet Cong oB8Fens offensive. The original government
plen ¥ seekmaEo for sll of 1968 was to increase the mng&ei cjf ;the
'Vietnamawa nrmed forces by @k total of 65,000 mens /’I‘hika ‘j‘;s 3@;3 E 3
jumped their 670,000-mon forse %o 735,000 menrw re;»laéemen%s‘ f/
for desertions }wd battlefield oFmult casualtics and those who had been
demobilized £ after five yen¥s Bervic o,

How, - the government foupediintesdesn plons 1O )
mpemy oxpedite the training and recrudting of the 65,000 additional forces

in the first six months of the years dinstend of clastiving elnotial

~.

—

stretehing it out for the full year. Bul, 4he governmen i‘eam that

a good number of these 65,000 will now have to be utilized as replacenents
for government losses during the offensive jnstend of jumping the overnll
troop strength csssmemio0 t0 735,000 mene

==more reuter
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Overall government casualties during the offensive have
yet to be tabulated, In the first +78Te twelve days of the offensive,
the Vietnamese armed forces casualties were listed as 1755 killed, 5247
wounded and 147 missing or captured, But, these figures have since
Jumped with suvmmmen as sketchy reports of events have acceleratedj
more di“fm the government still has not ¥ discovered the wicrewaews
whereabouts of many soldiers who were not at their battlefield post during

the offensive., Officials fear some of these, especially officers, suffered
heavy losses at the hands of Viet Cong assassination squadsj in Hue, for

exemple, officials b#8@8-belicve more than 30 Army officers were
executed by the Viet Cong. Other officials £8& feel unless the military

situstion is normalized dramatically, new draftees and reoruits will be
unwilling to report for their call=up. \%tgi‘pﬁﬁecgthOO who will: gg;_/
into training csmps this month are expected to be reservists whesx between
the ages of 20 and 33mve served less than five years in the aimed
forces, which will insure the government & high per cent initi=lly, Dut
draftees sre needed for long-term xmmmm additions for the military buildup.
Even if the govermment does meet their numerical requirements,
one problem now =k arising is the condition of MtraiMng centers and boot
eamps\@wé%‘! they‘ll will be trained. For example,
Trung, X v:i.uu»lf%'b blbé:,ui‘é.t boot L5820y, ,’ls cwrbnuly me , gpapem surrounded
by four Viet Cong battalions who lib’/ra'lly sprinkle Wmth mpxta&& an

they rocket Tan Son Nhut airbase with rockets on the other side. Offioials
report that the Vietnamese contime training center are Immimimm
separated by the Viet Cong units from an American HAVK miesiel s missile
asite only 500 yards awaye other training centers, such as ot Hue, are
feanred to have suffered damage to facilities during the offensive——and mony
of the draftees have been launched into the hattlefield for a "baptism

of fire"® from the Viet Cong before they were honored at graduation oeremoni‘@g .

Chmmerahthopmagn Quang
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