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SAIGON, DECEMBER 17-~A zumzrmtf peace movement is carefully being

woven here, which hes the potentisl of violently ripping &Fare spart the
political febric enshrouding the l4-month=0ld elected govermment of
President NHguyen Van Thioue

Ip the pesce movement beging snowballing with mase populsr support
and violent political uphosvels-end turbulence in Saigom end other mador
citiesy, 4t could give & ¢i¥l vhole new shape to the
war and to the pesse in South Vietnam-tilting both distinetly in favor
of the Commumiotne
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And, depending on the repidity of developments here, the peace
mo%nt could force an agonizing decision on either the outgoing Johnson
Administration or the incomeing Nixon Administration in Vashington--the
decision of whether to continue backing the Thieu governmenty, ecven if
it must repress pro-peace demonstratorse President Lyndon Johnson
has encoursced the Thieu govermment to develop through so—galled
e constitutional processes and democratic elestions--and has supporied
the growth of that govermment with American money and W@E@ bloods the
Communicts have attempted through the use of military force to overthrow
the govermment, and vow they will continue trying to do so$ in between
these two extremes a dynamic peace movement might tilt the internal

balance of powcr;.\
The igsuep, however, . m Wan a clear-cut war T
Ay ;73 JdEYEF0 LP—mn

peace controversyj more precisely, the issueé seem/;o be what kind of pcaced™,

one favoring the pro-Commumist side or one favoring the anti-Ceowmms; 'Communist
R T—
side in the future in South Vjetnam,
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The short-range objective of the peace movement is to @ appeal forw-—
and to wage street & demonstrations for, if necessary-——an immediate
ceasefire to the war im South Vietnams e ceasefire is often 48 confused
with peaces In this immediate objective, the peace movement would rather
- 6losely parallel current American poliey aims in Paris. But, if the

South Vietnamese govermment represses the peace movement in an attempt to

S FZ?U D EXWK

maintain law and ordery, then the more strategic
objective of the movement mm might swerve towards ‘g the overthrow
of the Thieu government.s In this casey; the movement would serve
Communist ends and would be similar in form to what the Communists

call "the general wm"./x ATRET Wystﬁ',\l}'&ve (

for the overthrow of the/i‘hieu government and e formation of a "peace

n calling
A S0

government" in Saigon, This short-lived transitional "peace government"

would then form a "coalition government" with the Gommunist»@ led
National Liberation Fronty according to the Communist plan.
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Thus far, the leadership of the peace movement eontains a hodge~podge
of various dovish elcments. 3% Sou‘tzh Vietnam's second largest labox

union has already passui raaolu’éwn appealing for an immediate ceasefire

and an end to the ware O(mne labor 1eader is among the peace arganizers

. o O IMES H:}s%wﬁ*ﬂthig ’
™ might
L322y

relia.‘ble gources repor'h, and a seriea of la’og
By,
a form of m .,trugglmg" for peaces Several prominent natlonslist
ww e”,P

leaders, SOIESERL including own as pro-French neutralists, ave

also knowm %o be lending their political support and brains to the

movemente One prominent Roman Catholic priest, from the SOERE—

minority segment known as "progressive Catholics", is also known to

invelved, as well as friends and close associates of zu,
the runner—-up to Thieu during the Presidential elaotion las 2 ji Dzu

was later sentenced to prison for publiecly advooatm\‘ﬁil-a between

the Saigon govermment and the Viet Conge
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But, cesbsddrdy certainly the most si@mifiaantf poor SEETERL E koo .
involved includes the left~wing Buddhist monks and laity, which have
succesafaly ,%mked the overthrow of several Saigon regimeg in the past
five yaars.\:\%ié;:mdhists: have already been organiging "movements
to struggle for §@@ peace”ﬁone of these is for the general South

Vietnamese population, inecluding persons of all religious groups

and socizl classes. The second is P HreNEromoT IO PoTT™" called

“movement for youth to struggle for peace," generally appesling to persons

less than thirty years old and the third is specifically organized

for wniversity students end high school pupils.
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Since the South Vietnamese people have endured tremendous sulfferings
from the eight-year-old war here, peace has a dge+im-11ke attraction to
the populetion in general and eEEti especiali}ié{ the Vietnamese youth

who are the ones moat often dra.f:ﬁd. to do the bitter fighting. Some

ey

% students »a draft—age
the)vgar in Vietnam, Some are3#@% bitterly anti-ﬁqnericans many are

have for some time expressed opposition to

V anti—-go'v‘ermnent; some are known to be Viet Cong sympathizers or arivEPlTs

activictse.

Currently, Buddhist monks and professors who teach in Buddhist—

operated high schools are organizing their s 4(,16,51‘38 for peacg danignstratyons‘

N
Al 2 . S

s foreamnpmeey, in the streets, if necessaragl Othor Buddhist monks and

prominent lay followers or sympathetic politicians have already held a
series of seminars to discuss the prospects of peace and have elected

wkedenn cheirmen of peace committees to plan out their campaign.
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Reliable sources report that m heavily populated Mekong

Delta, Buddhist monks and layren have orgenized & series of religious
celebrations to distribute secred relics--which is also a first stepg
for pulling torether the ESMMAT dormant and WiF incohesive Buddhist hiersrchy

theres
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- While the issue of peace is a highly explosive political commodity
here, the orgenizers of the movement are sareful to avoid advecating
any political platforms vhich would label them as pro-Communi sty
pro=government or antiwgovernments Haowever, it is considered extremely
signifioent here that the Buddhist leadership. }és rejected an offer
by the Tieu government %o nameefhe an p"roﬁinen supporiers to be

o) 1 3 pem
w E i f/ =’
appointed af,

s in the oft-rumored upccming goverument re-shuflle.
Relisble sources report that the Thieu government made the offer

as a means to allay-Budésdet dovish diseontent, to dampen wym‘t
indirect Buddhist 2llegations about Thiex{/;)e.mg a Catholic, and to take
the ya steam out of & peace push, which govermment officials have

been publicly predictings But, the Buddhist lewdership "gquarely snd

flatly answered it would not  cooperate with the Thieu
CRAAE e \.):» V-S A VAR, Q-"DUL*L, N e

gove \“‘m?ﬁ Me source reporteds s
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84 while the peace movement organigers are careful to avoid

backing any particular nationalist personalities, informed sources
renorgmm'%ovia elements are secretly menmeuvering their support <#8 :w‘» 8 ”\}
General Duong Ven Minh as an alternative to the Thieu govermment, General

Minhy o popular Seuthermer, lead the=fiFs¥eoup Vietnam's first coup

d'etat, in which the Diéemswsi militant left-wing Buddhists, the Vietnamese
armed forces, the Americons——and some ## suspect the Communists—-—d#f%

soalesced to overthrow Roman Catholic President Ngo Dinh Diems mph--” :

often called "Big Minh" becouse of his §¥8% physical staturey’ was later

overthrown by another military @& group -orrt@seh and was charged with
being "pro-neutralist and pro-French." IMinh has been exiled in Bangkok

L2

for the past four yoars, but {returned to Vietnam in eerly Qoctcber this

year aftermn%;lcan officials here heavily pressured the Thieu govermnment

*
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Rather than a.direct fromtal attack against the x Thieu government,
howevery the pesce movement could easily develop into am indirect
flanking assault sgeinst the elected government, Since pesce demonstrationg
if they develo;?\-nfl  would be held in governmment~held areas, ms rather

than in the @ insecure Communist-held sreas zones, any urben turbulence

would df® divert the government's attention away from the war in the

are currently doing badly.
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For the past several monthsy, the Thieu govermment has been issuing
sharp wernings to the Vietnamese political leaders and population to avoid

ue rTocking the bowdsv internal boat on the issue of peacej

and during the #wii last few weeks the {two-house legislature haes

g passed a "state of war" resolutiong

vhich grants the goverh executive bram of the government the awthveit

D IR R 1/ / D,
\W[ | Fint ol

authority to rule with an even more i

In case the left~wing peace organifiugﬁ do initiat?) urban digturbances,

""ﬁwfﬁmﬂ"‘"

the government can be expected to teke sharp| counter-sctions In the

ovent of this orucial political confrontatiom, the fight for peace

may be as turbulent~—and perhaps as \f% bloody~—as the war itself._
(¥Thanks for seepoger idea. ~Yes, I think eye'd like to do it—-

but I'11l think about the forma,:and give you my ideas on it later.

Te wedding bells are not until Februery in Nebraska, o I certainly

hope to nave it finished by #umm then~-hopefully, before I leave Vietnam,

This peace plece is rather #® important and we'll have to watch the

political situation here carefully. Regards Bev)e
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