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»IRaeT DIVISIOR ARER, WE’EXAB—-A gerious guestion regarding the
credibility of on fmerican militery smnouncement ebout North Vietnamese
troop infiltration south of the 17th parallel has been raised by South
Victnamesne genercls.

The offineia) Morican statement minimizing reports of
infiltration here has been shorply contradicted by South 8 Vietnamese
offiocsrs in this mountainous, 2-nrovince srea bordering bLoth Laos and
North Vietnam where the infiltration has been concentrated.

On July 14, & top Ue 5 military spokesua n (informatively only-—
chief of staff Stiliell) ot @& specially convened press conference hended
reporters a vrepared statement--which had been at least checked by the
American Dmbassp--reeding “thore é are no indications of the presence of
any PAVE (Peonle's Army of North Vietnam) units on South Vietnamese soils®

Howevery oc}_g the day before Pmiwnmneral lguyen Khenh in an
exclusive interviow ﬁ desoribed the infiltration as “overt invasion®
and explained, “"Before we had the problem of infiltration end subversions
Now we have whole units coming in from North Vietnam, Before they (nbrth Vietnam)

took soldiers from south of the 17th ﬁ"}; parallel and sent them backs Now we
find for the first time we caught prisoncrs who wore bornm in North Vietnam."

. (More)
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The North Vidnammese prisoners=-the first oncs captured in the wary
he seid~-were @wﬁ conerote proof of Hamoi's involvement in the @%
guerrilla movemsnt in the South.

The Ve 9 militery stotenente-iollewed two deys loter by a siniliax
one from "iem Pefense Secretery kobert Nelomera in Vashing ton--vreises &

oucstion which i= trouvbling many o&'i’obacrverr bore: "hat wes the cridence on
which the U. 9, stotment was based? Ves the siniement am emu;;le of
fmonaged neve? o

If, for examnla, Washington s@ acknowladged thail
Hanol wae esoalating the five-year-old war againet amti-Commumdist Vieinamy
would ¥ashington be forasi thess-tharefore o rotelinte seainst North Vietnem ss
Adminisirvation of fioials had threctoned to do last monthe O 248 the imericem

statement reflect e move cautious snd loss emotional snslycie thanm the

publicly exprécsed views of 7 wree Ehan® on? Mo genoycls? EKhenh lest

woekend called for direct sttocke om North Viet Nem, $A - | e
On=tho-spot invertignilon by 1his repot roporter in s Division
area, cwmrising the two northernmost grovinces, diseloses thot:

o
ie Prior o isemsnce of the U, ‘e militory stotenent on July k4 smd

the Veshington s atement on July 16, mo American officisl hai inicoviewed -sny-of-the
S North Vietnemese prisonars selzed by governmcnt foroes luring Ahe-
previous eight days, In faot, American field officers conaods’ ihay did not even kn
know how many Yorth Vietnomese prisoners had been ceptured. (! Vietnsmese

intelligence report listed three; this correspondent saw twoe )
Linme- (More)
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2« Since American officials had not interviewed the
North Vietnemese prisonmers and hence had no independent source of judgment,
they were forced to rely primarily on prisoner interrogation reports prepared
by Vietnamese militery officers. These "initial" weports, averaging four
pages per prisoner, dealed primarily with immediate tactical information.
3¢ Ue Se military officials demonstratel o selective
credibility by accepting one part of one report as accurate-—namely that two
Russian helicopters had ferried troops from North Vietnam into Laos and that
these troops had then marched across the border into South Vietnan,
\v@/ scotions of the interrogation reports were discounted or 17
by Americen military officisls as lacking substantiatlions
During a‘?hrowmy visit to the lst Division ares, this

reporter interviewed on-North Victnamese prisoner for three hours and disoussed
with division commender Sub-Brigs Gen. ¥/(one-star) Bﬁ'ﬂ’lgnm Chanh Thi
and his intelligeonce siaff the testimony of the priconers, These staff officers
openly of oriticized the American officisldom for being "too slow and
sticking too close to form.*

"fhe pmericans weren't even interested in these prisoners,”
Gen, Thi exploded. (Informatively only--he used a four-letier word to
desoribe the Amcricans). "None of the imerican advisors here speek Vietnamese,
but the Americen ocomsul (in Hue) does., He wouldn't even ocondescend to
come here (to military headquarters) to interview M We gave them (American
military M““advim-) this report,” he said w&m‘ waving the brief

prisoner interrogation report. "Maybe they tramnslated ity maybe they didn*t."
(More)



infiltrato—q

American officers in the ﬂoﬂ.&aﬂa conceding that Americans

B

had not interviewed the prisomers, replied, W "We've
never had a policy of interviéwing prisoners. We're not ruming this war."

Presumably, no orders from Saigon--or Washington--reversed this
polioy, even during this unique situatiom, though /American sdvisors actively
perticipa te in other areas of the war effort.

The American advisors in the field also called Gen. Thi
4 ma sensationalist and publioity hound." However, Premier Khenh seid in
an exclusivé interview, "we are in the first siaje of massive infiltration
like in Laos. In Laos North Vietnamese infiltrated cadre to command Pathet Lao
units. Then they infiltrated the units."

In sddition, thi® correspondent slso read & the interrogation
report of prisoner Lee Phan Hung, a 24-year-old middle-oclass peasant born south
of Hanoi. He was listed in the report as a private first olass, m who
had entered the North ¥ Vietnemese srmy im May, 1963, was sentjo & training
center for throo months and was then semt to joim Co. Gf, BSTEEWR Datteliom

T, Division 324, stationed in Nghe An, Forth Vietnem,  Re Vol e o

Excerpts of the ﬁ report reedss "he them vumderwmet further
training for six months on .81 mm. mortars and was then sent as a lIshorer to
building dikes for three monthS...

"He was then sent back to the battalion, given five days rest, was
later instructed on the situation in Soith Viet Nem, then received orders to

go to South Viet Nam to destroy the control of the enemy over the populations
He was well fed over the five days in preparation for the trip South and was

promoted to privete first class. (Mare) %
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“In May, 1964, he received the order to start the trip with
his whole oompenye Other companies have not started the trip yet, but they
mey perhaps go later, This company is composed of draftees of 90 fighting men. All
the cadre (Bl Notes generally meaning officers) stayed in the North. Im addition
to this company there's another company of 90 men which came South with
hie. (,s,m 180 men sterted moving south: May, 61 by nine trucks from Nghe An
to Dﬁm one day, meking one overnight stop.

"At © meme the mext day they were teken to the sirfield of Dong Hoi

and boarded a helicopter peimted bleck. The helicopter carried 20 passengers
There vere: z-ua-:uup helicopters and esch helicopter made Four trips. Beoh
wESmmine trip todt forty mimites, At sbout 2 o'olock in the afternoom

all 180 had been tremsferreds The helicopter landed in the jungle in Leos.
Location m unknoWne ese ™

During & 3=~hour interviow with this reporter, the prisonar confirmed

end expanded upon this reports
soversl sections of the report wore accepted by high-ranking
imerdcen officials in Seigon end in the northern provincess first that tho
priscner was'x bona fide; sccomd that he flew to Leos in & Russian helicopters They
also sccepted that the prisoner was & private--and that rank would indicate combat
troops rather than Mr, MoNamera's description of “cm of individunls."
Cadres generally mean mil!.taxy officers, pontiml weﬂs or nilitm specialla‘te. ‘
| el S ARRPLY y
‘Lm&"Mgm statement : L
these funiasmental perts of the reporis
le The prisomer said he came to Vietnam with kiw om 90-man company

along with another 90-man company. (More)
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The U. S, military statement reads that the infiltrators were
"dispatohed in =mall groups to South Viet Nam where they repor tedly were to
combine with existing local units to form now companies and ba;talions.“
Mr, McNomara indicsted at his Washington press conference that he knew of no
instances of m11tmtionﬂl Vietnanese units inio the
South Vietnamese war, P e

The »risoner interrogation ropert mkos 1o mention of thn

- \Ilﬁwver, the Us S, military
statement said they mrm trained in "mixed pad:ats,* indicating some were
born in the xorthmﬂ some in South Viet Nam, (Mum told this
correspondent all 90 men in his company spoke in North Vietnamese dialectes)
2« The priscmer identified himself with Gth oompany of the
Tth battalion of thr 3%5 division of the People's immy of Vietnam, The
report lists n-nes of iits officers in the north, In the report states the
Mmm moved into South Vietnsm with the 90-mem in the compmny with whoms
he wan trnined,
The Ue Sy military statement explains that though low=ranking
infiltrators "continue to identify themselves with their parent unit in North
Viet Nam," +this "occasionally gives rise to fals initial impressions that
rogula¥ PAVN units have infiltrated into South Viet Name®
The Ues S, militery statement also m}ﬁna readss
"A8 fer as cen be determimed, all former members of PAVN units and groups of men drawn

from PIVN units several connections with their former units once they have

R
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infiltrated into South Viet Nem, 'ﬂms is cen be seid with & fair degree
of probabiliiy that there ar¢ no mb members of PAVN in the northern u‘&"'
sreas of South Vietnamy for that mttecr, m:awe in South Viet Nam,®
imericen imtelligence om procodures demand at loast
two  pleces of evidenco--such as prisoner report and a document--~before

tﬁaﬁmc&n the ezistence of o unit,
L similer, but oversimplified ﬁ@!ﬁ analogy to the infiltration
ML LLon Lede Wight be svmclhing like thiss suppose a 90-man company of
mim‘/{n:my recruitsy newly wm at Pt Brogg, Ue Cey were dispatched
on g speciel miasion to UOubag ﬂr" brakc all communications with Pds Bragg,
Would there b & regular U. 3, army unit on Cuban soil?
The Americens’ version—based one the U. Se military statement
in Saigon~-would be noe 43u1= the Vietnamese version insists there would be,
It is on ihis basis last Victnamese p¥i premior Khenh lsbolied the situntion

as "an overt invacsionfe
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A Tough Mod ‘botwun the North Victnomese privste emd

e —

MoRamare® s m "gadre of individuals® vould be that
of the U. S. government semding Americen eombat troops instesd of
advisors to South Viet Nam,

Pickup next peras The U, S, militery statement -

30-
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