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Yevorly Doepe
T igong Vietnmm

Emmwam b 4
tepeh 26, 1966

I, v;mmwmbm.wamotm
Mmﬁm:snmiym, resident Lynion De Johnson
weggled adn finger et the clusters of ‘werican wid Vicinamese offiodals,
enfl oaid €0 Pyine Minister Nguyen Cao Ky, "me®ll got togethoy in
mwmmwmmmmumma 4

Latery; one Vietnemeso mindoter sex
erhrps & tieor skin vould be zore apvPcrrinto.”

{ore)
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that wonld cngulf Tiotmen by June=chenges Satersiming whothor indoed,
Primo Bimtoter Xy would still be in his post, vhether his hovdeline
anti=-Uanauni ot 2418 taxy Junte m& otill Yo in position, vhother hin
tupwyecr plen for viotory would even have fissled before it begsn, and
whether n nouteelind, pro-Coomumd~t roverrment would heve selsed
 po-or whioh would miie the initl:l otep in the evolutionsry, eventual
MMaawmuammw
the ‘me-tasn militeny presence would sti1l he escepted or “totelly

m Honoluln Conferanse wne historie, but for noen noe of
tﬁammﬁﬁhiﬁfmmmﬂfwam‘ﬁm
ntotenonts made in the optondatic press cessiocnse

e koy decieion, nede secretly end yot o be offfclelly
snngtased, wao the desive of irosident Johnuon to hold electiomn for
e Vietnamese legicletive sscenbly “es soon as pocsilisy™ Inotead
of in late 1967, mmmwammmmm

This key decicicn woe the "iulu* of Ronoluiu, or as one
"aoterm Aiplonat exploimed, it shoul? e called the Nollowlulu
Mmtmam but 1¢ v=me hollow.” Thethey deliberstely
or imadvertontly, the President in his decinion effected intemrnally
vithin “outh Viotnam to toss the deedsion-moking owers of 8o
povernmont into the proencutnlist clenents, rother then the hadeline
anti=Commnint elenentas (Bore)
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The militent Buddbiste roliglousmpoliticel orgemicetion, hesvily
penetratod by promneutralist and pro~fonmunist elements, solsed upom
the Prosident's deoisten, pinmed both the Ameriosn officislden and
nMMhmmmwMMMu
of South Viotnam, chich 45 the politdonl beskbone of o Comumist
exmed foroone |
I toms of fnoricsn nations 1 interest in Viotnam, the effoot
a0 cuch that the Prosident was momo intevostod im omding tho wer them
in winning %5 in short, the voliey %o negotfete with the Commmdets
rothor then to dofert thers g

mmmmmnmmnmm
but is on i%s wmy to boooming o seoondersteo opo,™ o yollable
finishe! nogotiating in Tiotname 27

Mo ronsons for the President’s decision e subjoot to ealy
offuonted pussses from the Snigon vantege rointy howover, unkind
they may da, those ave sme of the points of spoculations

£ estern diplomats The Precident wunted early cleotions
in Vietnem boosuse he has his om elections to warry s=toute

(foxro)

mdots vill be ¥ in Indis before you've
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: Viotnomeoe imtelleoou intellestusl: Mo Irocidont's
Mmtcmly&wﬁmwm%lyammgtﬂxw
in the bocks of the ‘merfioon doven to shnt %hom e

+ mericd efficial, vhe citendod the Nenclulu Confevensos
¥o merdcen had the puto 4o tall tho Trosident he *oo Tenge

"hatover he vosamms, A% wan oleer o ~olitiesl ohservers
hore thut mMmszmmMsmmm
forwnd, o stap betcwad appeosch to the problem of Vietnome
Mo Froaddenteand Lo alone-—docided %o toke the two glgnntic stratogie
stepa, both in neasured alow-motion, fMrat to boadh Horth Vietnomose
@ilitesy tergots sod woutes of commmicstion and second $o commit
fmardosn gwound “roops to the southorn ropublice

The enoe bockverd otepy howover, wos the President®s poace
offonnive, vhich slthough it wen odmittedly mendatory in texma
of lnternational and ‘mezdcan publie opiniom, cerved to pull the
mg out fron wnder the wer effort im the Souths,

likowisey & ot the Oomolulu Comferemce, the Prosident
openly declured wup on the scoisly evoncele and rolitiosl
inadequecien within tho Couth, end sttenpted to epom & scound
nop~:ildtesy frcmt, which long overduce  He them tock the socond
stive atep of dispatoning Vice Trosidert lubert = Hunphvey
to Vieinom to drive the mosssge home 2 into the mimds of the South
Tietounes peoople-—-hich only & pertisd succense Buty ot Honolulty
be made the ome step backward=-tho attespt to hold elections withim
the Jouthe This step opemed up the political pondorn®s box of

WM&&MWW’W pmwmem
and covert Communist agentns (tore)




tro-gonr progrn and Ky's sole mﬂmmwwmww
mmmm

W, mm&znmummww
QMNMQMMMMmMMmﬁwwa
June of thie youms MMMWM&MM
that Ky talkod tho Preat lent out of that decicioni: Gosimdony, vhich
mmwuwwmmmmmm:&
oy © MWWM&W”M%“W
in corly 19067. mutynmtﬁhm hovever, he hed
ummmmmammummm
hﬁaWmemmmm
WM%%M&. pro~fonpund st olenontn oculd soice
'mmmﬁhhw

(rioxa)
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/7
’/3 Uiy %(,7 il Wﬂ( Q‘!/’«f/ ‘
mm however, Hhat Ky himself T attempt TR to

compromise with the militant Buddhists to telescope his two-year program,
which broadly attempfé‘iim by late 196‘1‘ to have secured mili'garily
and conirolled politically seventy six percent of the Vietnamese
populationy a;multaneously, pushing forward on hiAs socialy
economic reforms in the urban centersy; while at the central

level, a national constitution would have been drafted, submitted
to a national referendum of some sort~—and by late 1967, a national
legislative assembly would have been freely eleotéd, which could
conceivably hed the power to name a new government 4o g replace Ky
and his War Cabinet,

If Ky could have accomplished even partially this ambitious
program, he would have achieved a drsmatic, internal politifal
victory of sorts.

The danger of ti?zgggpﬁag jq};}g PRocren :?,gx_‘g:o? ;:esjs_{:tgggw)ttﬁq\"

years--as the President advocated-~was & fairly simple, though

vague mathematical caloulationa Vigtneme se government officinls

e, AN T
om&zfiﬂy estimated that they /

roughly fifty percent of the Vietnamese population, mostly in the

d politically and militarily

citics and toms and a thin swathe of v@x the surrounding
villagess :

(More)
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Iy the end of 1967, the sovernment officials hoped $o have
expended their grip on the rural countryeide and pushed the
Tiot Cong Commmist military undts and polisiesl cadre out of “he
populous valleys and villages. At thet time, free elections
for a metiomal loginlative council could bo held=tut still the antie
Comsundnt military Junte would heve indivestly vetoed any knewn o
suspootod Communist political sgents fwon rumning as oandidstes,
althouch conseivably vetors living in Commmistesontrolled arcss would
heve Loon grentod the right to vole—but only for o nomeCommumnd ot
slates The ton-mom militery jumta 45 not only the logel bacde
of the owrzent governmenteebut ix also holda the eignificent
ponition of deeiding future jovermments, Puty, 4n the midet
of the current Viotnsmese political orisis, 4t in dobatablo whother
the junta in its anti-Coemumist form and position of pover wi will
survivos *

&mwwm;}m‘, hioh the Preoident
edvooatods, would have ¢ us proved disastoreus in the view of the
anti=Coyanist covernmonts

(tiove)
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In short, the premise of the Prosident's m desive
to opeod up tho clootion ® prosess appoazed to rest on his
appredoal 4% wes toe late to win tho wary the relustance om
the pawt of Prime Minister Ky wes the cosumption that it was Yoo
carly to begin negotistions with the Coomuniste imternallye

Tho Homolulu Conference cleerly brought into focus that
Tictnam was ne longer Scoretary of Defence Robert NMallennra's
Wt e olarly LB “elesyly LBJ's weps And thin eppeared,
mmammm,unpmmnmmﬁm
level froa the Pentagon's hawkelike position towasds the
Ammmmuwhﬁupo&ummmwm The
havie=love controversy in Yashington is nirrored here in an
kaleidoooope of disumity among the ‘mericem apenwoice herew-tho
Agenoy for Internutional Develepment (1ID), the Central
Inteiiim Agenoy, tho fmerican Imbascay, m pilitoryr-civilion
Joint United States rublie Affaive Offloe (JULP (JUNPAQ)w-and the
rovorful military moohine under the oommand of Gemerel "illdiem
Ca Tontnovelands

(siore)
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Thooe mericss agenciesy; and even the militaryy oommond, ,
are to ot in osupport of the Vietnume ce govermment in the taske of
Wz@mmm‘mwminemiﬁmm*ﬁm
Ggveiopment there pius in the urban aresse But, the imericmn agencien,
in suoh » dlsewey of disunity, inf im~fighting, inteicuc and
then to mullify oF solidify, the Vietswsose cfficiel in-fighting
in povernment cirelenss Tashirzgton's havkwdiove controveray
indirectly sparks the smoricen im-ifhg dn-flchting im Swigom, but the
points of intor-sgency conflict more specifionlly deal with the
teatdoal approeches 40 Vietnsmeoe problemsw-opd vhieh Anoricen
agenoy should oell tho shotas on the Americen alde,

Some of the deseriptive commensa shout this senieperslysis
of the ‘moricen buresusratic cperatione in Vietnmm ere rathep
alegning, when compared to the gravity of the internsl crieis and the
enorolty of the ‘mericon committment of prestige, power and blood
to Viotnane

Ono Yeotemn diplomats This ian'¢ 50 much of an ‘merdoen wury
it'o snothor /imerican eivil wam,

Ono ‘merdoen eivilien experts Tho Ameriosn officiels hovo
put thelr minds in mothballss Just like the Commmists, they pezvot
boglks their latest Pardy lime dispotohes to Vashinston--all of vhiich
ape booced on over-optinien and self-delusions

(itore)
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in 'morvicsn te'm techniciens The /merinan buresucrsey hore
i like a dincoaur~writh 2 Big lwmdbering dody and 2 anall besin,

An imewrican militery officert "The /mericon sivilien
officials ave corcers oaxwerints vho cone to & comtyy for twowyser
tours and intrigue and imtrigue, without yealdsing +hat thay'me doing,
They nake pmtm of support o tho Viotnsnmoso-wsuboonsolously, because
the Vietnenone ure lodking for those premisvs. They budld empives
like ohiliven play with toy blocks. Them, 4n tvo yosra they
£o to ~nothor pout, mm knowdng they've nlaye? ast and mouse
{eman Hith othey Mh'smmm

In shors, mmmmummm foar of nome ‘morioan
officlials, rlun pro=imevieun ollies here, 45 thet in Vietnome
and othor wmws like this in the fultmra-eths Ancrican mmmtai
procensen ebrood ore substantially imederusteo to meot the Holitionles
iittle om the military-wthrent of = woll diseiplimed, wol
superbly imloctsinated ddotatoriel Conmmist machine thet is ottenpting
%o selze power with the moot eubtle, rofined politioal :41ls,

(m)
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1 dencriptive micrccomn of the durcoucretic nnafu +ithin ,
the 'marican official ramke was displayed at the Varrenton scaslione
the prelude 11l little-noticed preluie to the lovolulu Confercnse—w
whon in sarly Jenusry the heeds of the fmeoricen sgencies omixx or thoir
reprosentatives were receslled to Vashingtom to hold consultstions
on the Vietasmose psaificetion rlan with the ey Hast foia chiofs of

The sension bagan at 9§ s.ne on Saturday, Jeruery 9y dn o
former red nchoolhouse at the Defemse Department retroot of “arrenton,
in the fox-hunting country of Virginie fifty miles from “ashingtons

- {me of the basie pointe of dinmousnions should the ‘merican officieliom

in Saigon net wp an "integrated operationel commend®” which would give
coordinating and substantive povers to0 ome ‘mericon to coomdinate
the ‘mericon military effert, with the ‘morican m oivilien offort,
vhioh would in turn heve to be coordinated with a veak Vietnamece
rooification foroos

The ansvwer seencd obviounly yes, for thore wms e desperute
nood a2t the Saigon level fer authoritative 'moricsn manssemont
on the key quoation of pacificotions

(rore)
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would the ‘moriosn nilitary or the imoriosn civillams yum the effert?
Underiying this cusstion was the besio tectiocsl spproach to rumning the
wwmmmmmauwun.w
%o wine . '

one fmerdosn sagued, “Te aY U6 & reletively shord distence
any fvon some sovt of negotistions In the course or uftemmate
aftorouth wo mey have to less our mllitaxy P sad 4t will de
cindar to malaieln a woi~soabuilent sivilisn proseonc. Honcey
the pooificstion offort shouldy for exusple, strecs elviile |
imerdom aivilies solios sivisers to sspist the Vietssmes
colloe rater vether then /mericen military sdvir advisers to the
Tietsemone perendll taxy unita, M# is ésbatad a1l the time
proifisation on the oivilien nide, the insricans onn meintsin
thalr sirongth in Viainem lomger than wnder a =ilitery extnblichnente _

This n Lo an Smportnnt Mam%\&a.;*
e, agningt this bhadkground, onoo tho dismsolion atartod,
48 PPamgnnoy of opinfon and approash bagan %o emerss. am mgoting
e aondusted umder the ooeohadmenship of ‘nigea's deputy mbassador
“4114am Portar end leopewxd Uncor, former anbassador to Laos and
hoodt of the Vietass Coordineting Coumoll in “ashinstone
 (tove) '
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Tho linowyp of the cunfiiot yevesled thins
,mmtamMthu%uwm reprovontatives, theo
Sepertnont of Defense representatives, the Us % Agency fo
for lnlernstional Developmunte ihe Contrel Intelligense /gonoy
£ 2t the "ashington level flstly refused to joim. The Stute Department
officials at the ‘eshingtor lovel attowpted to compremise “or to dilute™
the Lesuse

it the Seigon level, however, Surther splits in viewpoint
apooce Though the Yasuingtem Defemse Deportuent offiolcla were
fovored the ine integreted oums operetiona cammond, the Seigon .
nilitury reprecenteiives "took 2 proteotionict viewleosuse they
Baé the 200% power (ie 0 the power of trocpe) and didn*t want to
give it we" wmzfmmmmﬁmn
inge inlogretion, migon Aly Jiveotor Cherles lienn wue egeinnt ite
‘o 1ikos playing wolGler and the imtogroted commend would heve taken
ais toye avag,” Wuwu&u&om ironicully,
Monn's “eigon subordinate in eharge of pacificstion, Sam Wiloon,
vislently dicagreed ani ettespted vainly to push through the isouce
Barry Zorithiam, Saison dizector of tae ® poyohologicsl werfave
cperaticiy known s the Joiat Umited Stetes Fublie Affeire Office
(s02 oifsioot of Unlted Jistos Infommstion Sesviocs) wes for the
commund, “but then proportionstoly e hed the lwast rover to lose."

rforter, odded with the State lepartuacnt superiors and “diluted tho whole
inoue,” . (iowe)
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fadgon CIA officiale mded with thodr “achington CI' superiors

"he oco~chyd ocowchadzmen voro alweys nowing on o cnothor
toploy whilo ho - woinoty sro-dntesrotionints tried to puch
on =ith tho disoussiong” ocooording to one wolishle scurcos, “In tho
ond, thay flicked ot the fsme like bushing cgeinot o hot otove.
They =uwo all %00 politd pelite to cooh other vhen ® they shouldd
heve hed a pushisg, shoving chowdoune™

Thooe bacto dov dtvisiens ave nov being 3 reflostod 15,000
miles oy in vemote Viotnameoe divinions, The basie £I/ position
of Viotnom, sonponsible for tFaiking holping to tredn the importont
oounall dth the Us e Harinose Theooo northesn provinoos,
knom ag the firet Vietnmeso militery corps, are curzontly the
%0000 of Alscsderly publie robollien in the urban xour bano erces
aammw““”zmummmmamw
desinions politicsl docisiom thot their Tietnenooe comending
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% month lator, the finl Nomelulu Conforence wus helds Tho
mmmmmzumumm:mumx center, But
deputy smdecseder Porter, who irvemleslly hed skirted tho fesue ab
the Yarrenton sesaion, was numed to tho “specisl post” of
coondinating "all ewmeots of the weak of the umited "tates im
Tietnomone govermond gmjmta.“% W the pagification
WMMMME ﬁmolukm" Bui; the sppointoent

R
W&MMI&*!}&WM%MWRMEW

Leas thsn a nmonth arter Homolulu, Vietnem o WW
_!nmmgm«! politianl oricds cwesomely gus@mm“gm
Comnist subversion an the one hand plus Tt st
on the othr » hend, mmvmm«wmﬁumwnm
thrent, the Vietmemeso -overmens, oven with all the imagowmaking
of Homolulu, wa= ¢oo weel to govermy the imericen offisisis
in "achington and Ssigom vere too confused to loade The anti~Communist,
‘morioan position im Vietnen wea grelusily sliding into one of uither
oamouflared retrost throush negotiotions or totsl husilisting
awé-n. *hile viotomy 15 at1ll possidle, bui 4t i forgottens
For the Ronclulu Gonference was the historio preluie to the

Final rmoriocan Snsfu in Tiotne me

w30
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