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&1&0a-1he bu;ldup p of A cfxcaa oombat troops in
Vietnam duriang 1965 produced 2 ible buildup in uﬂti“
Lm@&ican~is;g /3m0ﬁg‘thc Vietnamese aepulation.

Gaéusignificant, but little~ﬁet10@d Q&?é betweenk
the Pebruary 7th bombing of Norith V*etnam and the Mareh Bthk
arpival of the first Anmericen combat unlts was the xebruary'
20th mutiny against commander-in~chief ueneral Hguyen Khanh‘
by his subﬂrﬁinate generals’ The net @A?ect of the departuxa
of Khanh was to fragment the anti-Communist power at the
Saigon level, while the Viet Cong Gemmuﬂista haﬂ parﬁial;y
bmt‘dramaﬁically geized cont§01 of the country at the ‘
‘ village levels

”hraqgélau post ac commander~in-chief, which was
far nmore important in a wartime situation than the prime
minister's position, Khaah had dominated the anbi-Comnunish
scene«—and haﬁ once been acclaimed by ucc?ctary of Defeﬂse

Robert McHamara as America's strongman for Vietnam. But

by 1a§e 1964, Khanh threw bitter vords ab Anerican Ambasua&7
Haxwell D. iaylor, who aemanaed pollﬁlcal stability,
wvhile Khamh was aspiring Vo vhe Presidencys



Deepe
wrapup--~article 2 of 4 article series

page 2 , | /

Twelve days following the bombing of NWorth Vietnanm,
"“alae coup” lead by cross-cged Colonel ynam Hgoe T ’hao; 
who was in,bcth Lmerican and Vietnanese circles openly
acknowledged to be associated with th Sf; Central
;11*~ ”mhce Agency, ch ellze& the 54 3 against Khanh.
The nexﬁ dmy the generels forced Khanh out of his commander-

_*n*chiaf pcsmtionuwanﬁ out of the country. The 63@,09@éman

LRHED FotsE e |
Vietnanece 0y was turnad over S¢ & weals commander-in-chief

and finally bthe post was abnllshcﬁ, le vzaw the ViebnameseArmed
Fotees -

g

virtually le”deflewu.
Prine NMinister PE?J Aag an* also ran into a
dispropoertionate amount of *ﬂoublc; ang fodlowing three
months'of tenure, called a for support from the Vietnanese

¢énerals, who promptly bvossed him out of office, in &

if%

sraceful mancuver that again bwoughu e Vietnancse ﬂilltary

““53

-

junta pacl: into the job of gpverning the country while it

LSO s T e M/ i
yos abtemplting o deieat o=t gnenys

Talle

7.2

Wwithout the rwﬂe ?y c@mcenﬁfatimn of political power
on the anti-Comnunisd Si@%g- the Comnmunist s bvérsi?es could
eaéily explodt tke arrival of the first American unito=-

who unfor tunatcly errived without a solid politigal»ecoﬁbmic»,3
soclal batitle plans The natural instincts of The Victnamese,
who arve traditionally xenophobic, were to 1dentify the
Americen troops with their férﬁer French colonial masterss
But oome politlcalaeconcmlc guidelines for American troops

s anasd the situstlon eensi&erably. ‘ ,: ?':'f\ﬁb,é*



Deepe
wrapup~-article 2 of 4 article series

page 3

It was hardly a seccret in Saigony—=acesemess- that all
the Vietnameﬁe~~inol ding Prime Minigter Phan Huy Quat--learned
& : : e
of thefarrival of the first larines in Merch from foreign

pres& announcemeiits made in Salgon and Washingtons The

-psychological fear of the Vietn was that they might win

the war, bubt losge their coun%ry,"as outbursts from officers,

students and intellectuals amnounced "that the Americans were

running the whole show."

Mo scggar did the American troops land in the northern
pro?inccs thafe;;e medium of exchange became the "Yankee dollax"
rather than the piastﬁe,‘ which did little %o smother Vietnamese
nationalism. Wi%hou% res%ricﬁioné on the amount of available

dollars, an.American private brought with him the purchasing

e

ower once held only by Viebnemese generalss Cokes, beers and

washbasins were purshascd with anLng, dimes and quarters

at the villageflevelg in at least one insbance, one Vietnamese

¢ chief, Dbac CQ up by his popular force platoons,

atvbempted o iwvadc the prenises of snother Vietnamese village

chief, beclked up by his popular forces, to selze the villagers

“bankrolls of American dollars at an unfair rate of exchange.

Finally,,‘six months following the arrival of bhe first

- American units, the American officials abolished the use of

the dollar &x cur“ency in Vietnam and ins titﬁted‘miliﬁary‘

serip which has now become a aif pent another “flcating

currencys"
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The American troops, with an cver-abﬁﬁdance of money;‘
quickly becamg the sole possessors of one of the scarsest iteris
in Vietnam--iomen QBefor%lthat ﬁigkchief prerogative had been
seized by the Vietnamese armuy. Tew Vietnamese males appreciated
the loss of their women-—or the fact that illiterate females
could earn ﬁkﬁm'ﬁen.times their base paye Gradually, in any
city §? or village bordering American unitsy &rugstores, :
yillas, and iurniture stores quickly gave way Go & great white
way of bars and brothels.

The buildup of American forces glso brought pﬁogavtlenate
demands for more housing, IUNWATS, office construction and
legisticﬁ&’faciliﬁies. The wages'of skilled‘labor, building
naterials, transporation, set the paée as the Vieﬁﬁamese
cconomy leaped almost out of bounds. "The Vié%namése econony
is in horrific shape and this cbuld ruin the whole campaign
against the Viet Cong," one Western diplomadb eﬁplained recently.

The Viet Cong sabobage of roads had also produced an
1nflaL10nary spiral on "Vietnamese only® items, such as ricey
charcoal and flsh sauce, The American econonic mission
seacted by massive imports of consumer g goods O SOp UP the
execess purchasing power-uané financed the emergency import

of 250,000 tons of ricee. whlle the price of rice d“O?Buﬁ in
e vinces the ﬁlch mﬁmcha
cEHEIUm I RS ’?rmflc would bear," in=

official explained.

TS contlnue&.",to
as one American

ST, LT
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"The more the workers mske from the Americans in salary,

4

the more the rich vice merchants charpe for the American rice.”
Thgéé Vietnamece hurt weys%fby the inflation were; 
iﬁﬁﬁicallyﬁ'nsﬁ.the Communisis, ‘but the governmﬁﬂt5”70wn
officials and troops, which were paid mostly on 2 £ized salary.
One incident, perhaps more than any G%her, exemplifies
the vesulting anti-Anericen sentiments among the Vietnameses
During a recent official visit to The U.S. ﬂarine enclave city
of Da Nang, fabtigue-clad Senauor Henvy Jackson, of the Armed
Services ”o@mlotee, stopped a Vietnamese shoe-shine boy on
the street and asked to have their photographs taken togethers
The 1ittle boy replied sharply, "Tuck you, GIs You Nos 104
Go ﬁam@!” One high~ranking Amevican official with Jackson
blanched and replied, "Well, that's pretty much the feeling
around hére."
Tn the city of Danang, on average of at least three
or four fist-fights a week breis out between single CI's and
teenage Vietnamese hooligans @8552, popularly known &as
"cowboys." One American serviceman wos reporteély hit over
the head and sevarely Lulked, another was beaten up and lay in
a‘backralley for tﬁé days; @hangh_Vi@tn&m@se shopkeepers sau the
body, +bhey did not report it to police authcritiesf’until

finally the American military police 10@&g
: &%@d 1t¢
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By the aad oeginning of 1966, 1t beuame aﬂgarenb

Lhaﬁ the Buddhist bogzes, as well ac the Vicy,uﬁﬂ& Communists,.
could easily exploit the Vietnamese nationalism and sk
'qaﬁi-ﬁmerﬁcaﬁismg One inci&eﬁt which the Buddhisbs ahcése‘

to magnify cccurred vhen the American Wariae@ fired two tank
rifles rounds into a Bud&nlst pagoda from vwhich 1t uhuy'claiﬁ 8
Vieb Cong>snipe$'was firing at them. The word immediately‘
 sprea& smong Vietnamese peasants that the larines had
‘malicicusly fired into the Buddhist paﬁoda and Ghese stories.
were fueied by afher ace usatlonu that the Marines had
deliberately broken a B uddhist statue and strevn human excreta

around the pagoda, Similar accusations are known to be
wimmxng further south in the area of the 1st Air Gavalry V
" Division, the net effect of which is to increase The anti»l
Anerican tensions and %hen to channel them, The Buddhists,
u1&ely considered to be penetvateﬁ by pro-neutralist égnﬁ
pro-Conmunists, had pveviously successfully toppled two Ley
| fulcruns of power within Vietnam--President Hgo Dinh Diem
in ﬁcvémb&yﬁ 1963, end General Khanh from the Presidency
in August, 4;64! The key question arising at the beflnning
of 1966_was whether or not the Buddhist political ornanizatlon

would choose bo tangle with American tactical unitse
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"Tf the Buddhist priests do turn anti-imericany the
war will change into a new dimension which we can't even
yet imagine,® one source explained.

Hencey atbt the beginning of 1966, the rural portion
of Vietnam ﬁﬁ?@fh?}f~conauered by the Viet Cong and the
urban portlon'§§§¥§€5€g/2f seni-insurrections The great
paradox was Z that as more American troops were dispatched

here for military progress, Gthe resulbting

ned made more difficult the political-economic

Vi(ﬁt(}i" £l
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