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(Messmmaawmfmmmiﬁ astrategy
for the ronaintor of 1968)e

SAIGON, JULY 9=ho Viet Cong High 62 Command hes ordered the
urban population of this jittery capital city to be organized into
Commumnisct self~defense platoonse

The orders, isscued im fpril,y were conteined in an elaborate,

detailed directive rocently captured by Allied forcese The directive
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The directive reads in part:
"iny bloec' or whole street of Saigom should be oFfEmEx organized
into one platoon of people's self-defense forces.s+This is a struggle

for humen pover against the (anti-Communist) Vietnamese govermment to
\»L"y"ﬁ o

recruit the people and organize them into self-defense forces at

streets or subprecincts.”

Just how successful the Viet Cong have been is still unmknown-—and
will probably remain so until a criticel time, such as during a Communist

ground assault from the outside of the eity when the urbanm sympathizegs e 27

e \Sj ot
would be ordered to emerge. THPEOT these new _urban recruits W

S—— ‘_._‘_\:f = f’f‘“?“‘r’\\*ﬁ \“"«-s."‘f "’:
#8Eree "legal” Viet Congs they hold valid/govermment identity/and

residence papers, but would be working underground {% for the Communists
until ordered to reveal themselves at a decisive time.

The anti=-Communist Vietnamese govermment is also attempiing to

ermfl some of the Saigonese and have met with some success.

-=more reuter
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The Viet Cong divective, which called for the recruiting of at least
one and & maximum of two platoons for & long stvect, elso ordered that
auall base avcop—or "sefe places for Camunist activity'-=be establishod
along urbon Scigon stroets vhere Commmists could meet to ¢ihic exchange
information, hide out, Mmemmmmm
Soveral 1icht mobile battalions of the elite G-10 sapper unit cusrently
ootimatod to total roughly 1200 men, have rosmed through Seigon for months,
carrying out torrorist, sabotage ond assassinetion missionse

—=more Poutor
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Te urban ? Saigon=Cholon=Gia Dinh complex is
hub, oaolled the T-700 vegion, operating directly umder tho Viet Cong
High Command. This hub is currently expectod o be a pivotal battleground
wmmmwwmumtmmmm;{{@m“
nto the olity froa tho outeldo while uwndenground Commnist codre STEETHE

to spask revolution from the inslde of the citye

Immodintely outpide this urban hub, the outter Saigon perimotor

mvmm@mwﬁnmmmnwmuwmmwm
pie, all loading tovards tho cepitels Baoh subedivision sloo opevates
dizootly wmdor the Viet Cong High Command, ecallod tho Contral Office of
South Vietnan (COTVN)e

=amore reuter
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In the poot soveral months, the Communist headguertors hos also
ordozed o significant opcalation in their command organisation, with oooh
of the five sub-divicions dircoted %o eatablish o division hoadquarterse
munwwﬁdmmmw”cud&wmd&am with &
bm&uavmingfrmﬁuﬂutmm&mmﬁmmﬁhﬁwmm
Saigon on tho cante

Other intelligence sourcoes elso report the Communists have elroady
begum recrulting, organizing tho population into &-pelf~defn defonse forces—
mt.mgmmmpmmmmawmmmm

within tventy miles from Salgone
==moyo rToulter
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Mﬁetmwwmaﬂwmmmmwmmw
maﬂmitqummwwmﬁmﬁwwuﬂm and
for districtoy WMW& within each Mﬁs&%

Bech of tho five GOBEVA sub-divisions SUFFOMA"SE currownding Selgon
mmmmwmmnmm ot least one full roEINGHT
mmnmtotnmmu ono battalion of ewtillery (iavelving
thmt;rpesofmwt mo%Ee mortars, Mlawmmcrmeke%s), one
utmmwmmmmwm(mumhmmm

assaults), one signal company for the osy sub-division headquartersy
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Each of the five sub-divisions is then broken down into four to
seven distriots. In addition to the requirements at the higher sub-division
level, each district has also been directed to maintain the following
unit strengthss o one autonomous battalion of regular troops, oOne

artillery company of four to @ six mortars, rockets or recoiless

weapons,, one engineering platoon, with a second one added for ssbotage
of waterways and bridges, one commando platoon, one recomneissance
platoon, mﬁ heavy weapons battalim; one platoon of ssppers for
sebotage, tervoriem and assassinationse.

In sddition, the village level within each d&stmot hasy been ordered
by the Communist High Command %o maintein at least two and & maximum of
three @ squads of local guerrilles. A% the hamlet level (‘uuvaﬂ( several
hamlets comprise a village), Commumist cadre have been ordered bo reeruit

713 guerrillas as widely and

and organize "in order to develop the g :

deeply as possible.” These a m&m are formed into self-defense

forees, to defend their own home areas, but are also invaluable in acting

as porters and guides for the regular, big-unit formations.

==more reuter
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The current Commmist order of battle swewmd in the envivons of
Saigon is estimeted 0 be roughly the following: mbmhdmimdaheyrmmEtrEiem
five division hoadquarters commands, +I%hi without divisional unit formationss
eight infentry roginents (one for cach of the five sub~divisions, plus three
as generel resorve); mme the 385t 208th Dookot and Heavy Voapons Hogiment
of four battalions; twenty separate regular and asutonomous infantry
battalionsy operating independently from the regimeontsy sixz separate
bettalions of artillery, 4including two battalions of 122 mm, rocketsy
one battelion of 107 mme weepons, ome battalion of 120 mme weaponss one
battalion of recolless weapons and one batialion of anti-sireraft weaponsy
plus many spooisli specialized units.

Gonorally, the Commmist battalione ave manned by 300 to 450 tzoepess
troopsy, but it is ourrently wmknown whether the Communict wnits arve

up to full sirengthe

==moPe reuter
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If the direotive of the Commmint High Commend has already been
fulfilled, the equivalent of at least five Communist divisions are within
ready walking distance to Seigone Howover, some Allied sourcos believe
the Communist units around Sslgon are currently withdraving slightly to
intermediate booe arcas. Vhile those Allied sources believe the Commumists
v111 launch wiito anothor asceult into Sadgon, they admit tho timing,
seope, mognitude and form of the astion is still uh wnknovms The Allied
mmwmtmwmmanrmmmm
military offorts to ocoupy the eapitel #6°%o and to topple the
conatitutionnl o South Vietnomese mrmentu

(Harics m«mxmmeuMsmwmmmmm;
I drove to Pion Hoa %o check on this mores I‘llwﬁthir&arﬁalalate
today or early tomorrows I'l11 have to cable it; but will %ry to aimmail
all of the refugee articless Tomorrow, I'11 go to the Seventh Fleet on a
press trip with President Thiecu--I don'¢ know if that will turn wp o story
or note ’Ym night sdvise John Hughes that the situation is pretiy quiet here
m'mf;:mismmmt it will change, Negards Bov)e

==ond routowy
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