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(This is the IiTmimmummm last _series on the moods

preparednens, sirategy and significance Khe Sanh)e

KHE SANH, VIETSAM, March 22-Military sources here

il pressing for a king-sized American offensive operation
around ¥Khe Sanh--and a possible mlm sweep into Laosy along the =ouHRERR
Ho Cnpi M4nh invasion trail.
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o one hera}_\i\a/ pgg@#c% ;f}_&gn@.mggxﬂgit@afg tha :

S ——.

mm‘i% imerican offensive or a)s@eeping —ép;raf.ion through laos will
take plece~~first bessuse the political decisions for such a m@‘ move
rest in vashington and second because, for security reasons, mnilitary
officers as a matter of practice AE"WEe™®m: refuse to discuss future

operaiionses

o —— [
"We thought ma \ the smretary of péincse Defense,
we'd be allowed to go into Laos," one source explained, "But so for
we haven's seen anythings Laos holds the key to the Communiast invasion
and to their supply lines and until those supply lines are cut, we're
not going to get anywhere heree obviops;_li,",:,} fthg ,,At};gri&a.n air raids are
taking tolls==but not enough &' o ma\ic: ?a'u"é'ﬁ different,s We must send
ground troops in W thore to meke the Communists bunch up and concentratem

then =irpower will mean something,"
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Cleorly, ﬁmpumwﬁith their ringing politienl
overtones, break into these three rigid ostegories: to rotreat,
to =sit, or to advance, j

le Almost 2ll American militasry leaders here—-the

countryts frontline hawksg--follow the .ro
Pentagonts Joint Chiefkaf Stat!{ statement that Khe Sanh should be

held. This is true both in their official and privaete discussions.

At this time, there seems to be no consideration among military leaders
to withdraw the Apericsn Marines and to abandon the northwestern
corner of Vijetnan to ﬁ further Communist invasion, ¥R Among the
officers and men in XKhe ‘mw Sanh, the JUS recommendation is commonly
used in jests One officer, trapped in his bunker most of the day
because of inGomh incoming Communist artillery and mortars, museds
"Things could be worse. - Think how you'd feel if the Joint Chiefs

end President Johnson ¥ hed not said Khe Sanh would be

held at all costa."
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Given its political build-up by the Presidentts and
JCS statements,y Khe Sanh could probably not be abandoned without
rather widespread, adverse repercussions inside Tfthe United States
and, second rily, inside South Vietnam, A Merine re®% retreat from

there, however, ocould be camouflaged, and politically s& cushioned,

fmEmn using them to link up with other Americen
units on a search-ond=destroy operstion--and then being returned

to another base, rather than Khe Sanh, later,
Some American civilian officials, however, eit%;x’gu?ﬁti%n

“{ r-“{ N

b

5 sanh,  “At (oROTIT———
T o8 asked ‘twhat is so

Westmorelond's headquarters the other day,

i%gffgﬁgj about xhgﬁﬁsnhﬁ," one civilian explaineds "You'd have thought
I'd asked to smee the doctor's certificate about the Virgin Mary."
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2¢ Continuing the present course of the Hhrinesl
sitting and waiting for a Communigt assault is becoming less and
less militarily attrective to the loadership level here, end is 7 /o
WoS likely to become % more and more diffioult politically to
heold to this lines, The longer th?,uarinse must wait before
the Communists asseulte—when they g\zﬂ‘tc gain a stuming victory-—
the more attrition of forces, material and prestige they suffer,
without the counter-balance of asctually knowing how many Comaunists

are being killed or wounded by the American counter-punch of air and

artillery powere
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wven within recent days, the situation here has
worsened murkedlye For the first time, tpe drop-zone, where
moat of the marines'urgently needed supplies ﬁ’% slimmer dowm
from porachutes, has come under sustained Communist attacke-with
qoFEmmy overal hundred rounds of close~in morters and recoilless riflet
rounds striking daily. The supply Qrisia wags one of the crdb moat
eritical ones faced 3 b, the Frenoh at Djen Bjen Phu~-and one on which
hinged mnny of the other factors leading to their defeat theres, While
tne/&m»riefns are ?quyet in such a periloua stgnce, ‘beo;ggg%a;:¢§229
R«ﬁ&ﬁmﬂﬁi&&uhﬁ&ng madq, “the & dangerous and I t\iob is picking up

Viah ol S 08 ;-‘,
and moving the supplies by the :
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ngharlie has changed his tactics in the past few days," ome
American officer explained, referring to the Communist N,rth Vietnemeses
"Tnatead of simply dumping in artillery end moriars on us constantly,
hets starting to meintain a withering blanket of machinegun and rifé

rifle fire soross the whole base, -At some times, it's virtuslly

impossible for anyone offimumimme in the perimeter to stand up and get
out of their holes, i Alse, before, Charlie would &im in areas,
agsinst concentrations of troops or trucks. Fow, heastarting to

aim at one jeep or one Marine walking alonge We're inoreasingly geiting
that hemmed-ih feelinge His trenchlines are getting so olose, I can
could hit them with a ﬁfﬁg@pﬁﬂﬁiﬁi this were & golf course and Tor

the first time To™F Oharlie/maintained an all-night firefight with the
mS kw:lnes. wetve just gotten in 1000 Bru hillsmen fleeing into
Khe 3anh g from west near Lpos~~which means they must @:‘,’hzz;ve gotten the

word either something's going to heppen or else more NVA are moving in."
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3. Unwilling to retreat and being eroded by Justy sitting,
the Americons should launch a massive offensive, some military officials
arQUS.

"The only purpose of Khe Sanh now is as a springboard
for an offensive," one official exploined. "Khe Senh has lost its
EeEEEER original purpose--we are no longer stopping any invasion,
and in faot from the tops of bunkers, we gan see Communist trucks

Y i WL
moving along Route § with their 1#¥h lights ope It lodks like the

Los Angeles freeways @ Lhere‘s an estimated 100 € Communist tanks aroun
Khe Sanhe .o o the Communists seized=¥he lang Vei (Special Forces

camp gn astraddle _ftoute 9 in esrly B‘ebruary) #ad overran Khe Sanh
I 57

Foidestnesiooe Horines were ordered to stop

patrolling, then the Communists got exactly wi,x?jt; ,cf;,hey” tedm— e
pTO 9

e LA
Y o /) o~ i/!‘ \ M it

to open up their gea the roads and supply trails =roomrews without

detection and we became sitting ducks."
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The three original arguments against an American—-ini;g‘gted

i
offenﬂe cffenc*ive were fﬁ.xst, ¥ American, *geops m/,\}ld l;a fighting in

the Communistts Khe Sanh--the miniature of defn defensive fortresses
T e s

sprinkll sprinkled dispez‘sed ?nd‘.} spr;in}g},e} throu,@ the)\mgled hillsy

TGO !ﬂ.ﬁh Amasricen oasualtiesi would regults Second, it would be

better to let the Communists assault Khe Sanh, which the Marines would
be counted on holding, and then American ground troops would be rushed
in as a renctiony giving chase to the retreating Communists, Third,
if General william Westmorelund commits large numbers ofgamanoan
battalions, presumably from the Us S. Army lst Air cav_aimy airmobile
division ¥ or from the 10lst Airborne Divisiong then he will be in

a weak position to reasct if the Communists should strike again in
.nor

the /constal cities, such as Hue end Quang Tri,
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'ﬁ%ﬁi\r'
These argzn?}t% gre losing some of merit, in official
/., eyesy  mow ggthﬁ(}ﬁm at Khe sSah Sanh nomT==pees wolto®
AR S i AP 7 e £ i -

H."—*"‘""n-\.! /’w ;
too 10N for the attack and receive hoavier, desdly shellinge.
Seome sourees argue that a major Ameriocan scarch-and=desiroy

operation around Khe Sanh would be pointless without B gweeping (ond

perhaps ééih staying) aorqgsﬂ;he border into Laoss The #¥] location of
. Wifa L

Khe Sanhe-always’ 'peint of eriticism about Westmorelond's A

whole strategy of holding there-~has forced the tacticsl commanders into
an ™o impossible job, they argues Khe Senh is situnted seven miles
from THETTOTPE™R  lLoos on the west end 14 miles & south of the

demili tarized zone and North Vietnam,
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re
Militarily, these two political 'homdariea give tactical

in meneuvering pﬁg@g&m:oopm

xa—-;bul TSR e ‘
eapeci®¥Fy-if the Amwibari”airbome, for exemple, is used t drop be

_the enemy lines to surpriae them, Also, sources argue, the upply and

*\ !\\.\A -

rtillery m bages lie in laos; the long-range Communist weapons,
useéd with sr forward observers for visible spotting, could rain. heavy

shells upon American ground mwps,w operating around Khe ;?yanb, , who ;
would not even have the treMENTING trenchline protection offer inside the

besleged Jarine bace,

e lOur. overwhelming military presence in South Vietnam allowed

na & mhddeveeeeeEl onall military presence in Lacs for some timw" 1 pne
militery source explained,. "without that small LeOtien prasence,)

could not have remained in South Vietnam as strong as @?’MBM now,
without a stronger military presenc Ieos still not be able to A
ger Yy P 9 An Laos, e AR

hold south Vietnams Khe Sanh is our key to the Communist invasion—-— 4

the doorway of the invasgion is Laos."
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