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SAIGON, AUGUST 15--The Viet Cong High Military Commend has undergone
a shokeup of major magnitude since the Communi sts'{ unsuccessful May
offensive, informed sources report.

The ghokeup of its top leadership hes been confirmed by Allied
intelligence sources on the basis of prisoner and defector interrogations,

these souvces said,.

The sempe shakeup is considered of far greater relativedy significanc
then the much-publicized changeover im the American commend from General
william C. Vestmoreland to General Creightom W. Abrams.
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The recent persomnel shifts in the Viet Cong military leadership
are considered significant here because more Northerm—born or
Northern=-trained generals have, inm effect, usurped more command
suthority and responsibility from native Southern officers. The changes
may elso indicate Hanoi's dissatisfaction with military developments
in the South since the May offensives or they might indicate Hanoi's
desire to increase the calibre amd quality of leadership, particularly
around Saigon, during what W frequently c‘@ describes as & decisive

periode
In sdditiony at the lower military echeloms, @& number of

regimental and battaliom commeamders have also reportedly been &BE ‘
€.

demoted because of poor performance of their umits during the May offensive.

An sppreciable number of these lower-ranking umit commanders have also heen

ceptured by Allied forces or voluntarily defected to the Vietnamese government

gide because of increased battlefield pressure,
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In shorts; the Communists® "war of liberation" is increasingly
being fought and 1@& by imported Northern troops and generals instesd of

"homegrown™ Spouthernerss. T
SreiNEd r J _/

h %&t}sz :khe, Wq‘c Wimy s%rwtu:re ig divided
into two uwmequal cgmgam The northern two--th:l.rd% of South Vietnam

0;5"'

is under almost exelusive military control and /command of North Vietnam ™™

-Gpreetigevith a North Vietnamese command running most of the major

operations, North Vietnamese generasls commending the S5 w344 B KA raEret g 10)
main-force vnits composed predominantly, if not exelusively, of

North Vietnemese troops. Z:But, the m southern one~third of

the couniry is still under emtroi of the Viet Cong High Commend, which
was some years ago ostensibly lzsaé by Southernerse Now, it is becoming
more Northern in leadership as well as troop compositions The Viet Cong
High Commend is the military sectiom of the Central Office of South

Vietnam (COSVE)=~which is the supreme military and politiaal headq,uartera

of the Communist Party for this southern third of dhe Sauth; The
Viet Cong military structure, also called the People's Liberation Armed
Forces, ocontains both military commenders, es in the West, and political

commissars, the latter being more important on over-all conduct of the war.
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The history of the Viet Cong mili?i:aiy shakeup beging last yeam,

when General ﬁgu on ch:t_ Thank. had &év gerved since 19?5 in the dual<TEl

a,ll-powerm eapawi'ty cf both commander-in-chief mwsl commisgax

of the Viet Cong armed foroes, The 52-year—old Genersl Thanh was one of e

North Vie tnem"S*¥W6 four-star generals, the only other one being
commender-in-chiof of the North Vietnamese Army, Vo Nguyem Giap. Last
year, Radio Hanoi amnounced that Thanh had £ died of a heart attack;

X Al

e il they balievwa/;w was killed

71!}‘5 ma Alliea _spurces here have ™
o -

:"“"" ik

“w».

B=52 1
mé, 52 raid. \‘{hw Shaie

After his death, the top military position m% apltt.g Wigz“ ‘e
/ "“‘u - i, m“d‘

assumed the political commisssr reaponai‘b;.l.;l.t o8 }mg.j ngz.\}}rm Vom Toa s . o

r‘(:‘

'“-nu‘

took over as commander-d@p im~chief, They! serveﬂ_ fm’i;li after the Communict
May offensivey, which the Commumists acknowledge in captured documents of
having been pretty much of & dismal failure, Twoe new personalities
y il
\,ghm fgg;:;.wed; to fill these two top positions. Maj, Gen. Hoang Van Thai, H
W

'ﬁquma W&egﬂn—-ﬂmef of the Viet Cong, \’@ :(e@lgcsg.ng ﬂa l&a;). Gen.
ﬂ;ra? it;z}w became his deput:,r commander.. Pham Eung fraplacea ﬁ' Gen. 'nra.n }}q,

"" "v‘;,\./

who returned %o his previous F58%10 position as deputy political commisser,
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T#8i To was demotsd To Bid Tutusd pont provious post of deputy

General Thai, as commander-in-chief of the Viet Cong armed foroes,.
is roughly enalogous to Gemeral Abrams ok as American commsnder here or
to General Cao Van Vien who is in ocherge of the Vietnamese govermment
armed Torcess. :

How 62 yoers oldy Goneral Thai was born north of the 17th parallel
and has long been acknowledged a”® as one of the semior military chiefs
of Horth Vietnems He is ropubedly a drilliant stratogiste lo waas trained
as & sohoolteasher, but coom turmed to hé

he served Im the North Vietnamese Army as vico-chief of staff &,,é-aff D

vico-nminicter of defonse. He was also o membor of the Central Committee

of the Lao Dong (Worth Victnamese Communlst) Partys Mo then sent southwards
to command the Horth Vietnamese military sotions in the northern sootions

of South Vietnem/slong the demiliterized zome., Theny in mdid-1968, he

wag promoted to be commander~in-chief of the Viet Cong armed forcess

sapore router
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commissar is small=framed, 52-year-old I lem Hung,.
‘“ﬂf’* G /:Mw*,OU) ‘i

Lip Ao

North after the 1954 Geneva Agreemeats
became one of the foremost party figures of a Horth Vietnemese regime,
serving at various times as first deputy prime minister, member of the Lao
Dong (Communist) Party Politburo and Secretariat, chairman of the state

prices committee and chairman of the board of finmance and trades

£

His Communist Perty membership goes back to the 1930s and he was Ela otz
- ﬁo the eamral commitiee=wh of the Gom Lao Domg Party whem it was officially

f,wh;_ § e e=)

an 15510

e~
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curvent 1ight of the Paris peace talks, it

may be significant to note that Pham Hung was head of theﬂesawfira
,L»« )R A

commi ttee im South Vietnam a¥ the termination of ehg Indo-China Wax im

f-S ol de
July’g 1954«, P aE R iy B R

388 responsibility
of the Vm azmed :t‘orasm}?f “the various countries, The following yealy

as the regroupment process was! finalized, he became ha@d of the aison
ﬁniwm,thdravggg,

mi geion of the Viet Minh High Command im Saigom, vhick mrzmpmﬁ sohemes |

gy regroupnent

M the pro-Commmisgt and the French forcese
Hung sppears to be a close assoclate of Pk North Vietnamese Prime
Minigter Phom Van Dongs ot one time serving on the agricultural board in
~In_nid=196%,.~ ]
Dong's: offme. , Hung & served as acting Prime Minister during a two months

Mr. Donge In 1957, Hung visited Prague and

@s ebsence abroad of FESSTTI

Moscow and he accompanied @ President Ho Chi Minh %o India end bé®m Burms

in 1958 and to Indomesia the following yeaTe Known as & skille&. orga,niaez‘?';

1y o Qo

""’*mwmiv. i

and administz;_ator, Hmag ‘s emergence in the North Vietnemese regima\coimided

amit "

with increasing | pmagand& urging reuinfication of North and gouth
Vietnam,.

m',
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@ther Northerners also serve im promiment positionsm under

the commanﬁar—imhieﬁ, General Thai. Serving g @NIST oI~ stafl=(H™
a.’n is/ &
W REA WA R AR He wa

/: f "'?’-‘»?/ (jm

. ag chief of staff gince early this ¥
General “Thai s Brigs Eﬁﬁ;’é&f [/ag Tony, B

fomwer division commander of the 320th N rth Vietnamese Divzsiem

todk part in the fighting of the battle of Dien Bien Phu in 19543-'%

A Stolls S

more than a &eaada le;terd fm,@zt a‘k the W@PPn American Marine combat base
-L-M

e, "-L.

& P

of Khe 3&3’311;\ Gen. 'I’an vmmome a aeput:,r chief of staff in the North

Vietnamese Armye

Serving under e chief-of wiaff Tan &

chiefs of staflfy one fw regulay troopss one for regional forces and
7y

one for guerrilla lﬁtia forces, The 4.11‘.@'& deputg-—

o 7 St Je

b ‘Q”C/‘jt.-\}“ J““{

is & Northerner with the alias of Anh Sa,u ;who assumed T
4 K OUER DA
€ positioa ea.rly this yemm Gen, Tan St 3 EES former p-mtr—p%ﬁbn

..,,,4_}

5 3

= ghief of staff. (mrrenﬂy} Anh. Sau is reportedi to serve
concurrently as for commander of the Communist forward command to attack
saigom.  His d.epuﬂ;y at tae forward camwé. is @81 Colonel Tran Dink

Xuy, @ Southernsr w’acm oom@ the whole greater Saigom arcas
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The other two deputy chiefs of staff are Southerners; but neither

have the equivalent _glato status or rank of $hmx gemerals G

Benoath the-command-headqu High Command level, all of the Viet Comg
\;;-%@th Vietnomese divisions: are commanded either by Northern-borm

generals or else by Southemers who traveled North im 1954 and geined —y

_OR oTher REWHS

: % 1=/ e
their general's qta.ra; f ) jeinamese Army. None of the m-j

more of the

-\

' Inereasingly,

Army, informed sources reporte
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