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JAICON~~Yos, Madanme Ngo Dinh Nhw was probably right about the
Buddbhistse

But no one will ever know for suvre,

vhen the lovely spitfire sister-in-law of ike former President
Ngo Dinh Diem labelled the militant Buddhist monks as "Reds in yellow
robes,” she coused en internal end imternationsl fuf fusor.

ind hor attecks indirectly aided thg monken

to attack, Her vitrolic remarks also me
attempts to 0dlBPI compronise betwoen the Duddhist militants
and hor brother-in-~law the President..
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observers here believe no one will ever really know if the
Puidhist politico-priests are "Reds in yellow robes.” They would
never oarry & Comwunist Party cerd. Vietnamese politics ave so
obsoure thet a Buddhist leader would never
at this time be cought in a meeting with Com ==«»N st cadres.

wind even if they are Commmist agents," one ex~Commnist

explaifed, "they will selflessly saorifice themselves and Tade into
obliviom once the Communists have taken ovexd"

But anti~Commmnist elements in Vietnam instead view the Buddhis %
militants "as playing the gome of the Communists® because of their
past actions, their present 9‘}1 policy end their w "gnarchistio”
tendencies which have w shrivelled the effectivencss of every
govermment since the fall of Diem. And without an effective
mating Wzmm,. 9;;&&% political subversion and wgm:&mﬁm
Wajmushr&mm in size and strengthe X this viewpoint,the Buddhist
militants have obviously aided the Viet ommunlstce

In the past three weeks, the Buddhiste have reached am
importent turning pointe They have spparently entered & mﬁ
phese.

These are the new developments since the February bombings of

Horth Viet Nams
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organization is the most importent power grouping im the Vietnmm, Theis
simoe the Februaxy 19th coup sttenp$ move divided and loss politleslly
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g Taring the Mem vogime, fho militant Duidhiste wwre

x & olonlestine, wwowmmmede serdeudercround  polittesl diseifent
fell of Diemy Lowever, they hove becomo a politicel movesent of protest,
which suocessfully neatralised or 8;oexhosisd the teppling of eseh
ol the susocsedve governaentos Uomy, sa of zid-february, thoy have
Malzter Ihu Huy Cueteond have
("&Jﬁiﬁ&i s alzeable ol of that soveriie

o Wireeeeat loost wemontarily, the Pmidhdiets appeuy to heve ended
their pariod of pmotesta sgninst the povernmont—einss Shey hwve booome
part of that povernments However, they & now have mmmwn
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booone protests for pesse, mmmmm mddaist porer
over the maooocs

wecone pext of the govermsant of Jrime



four=efor th6 past, 15 nonths simpe the fall of Diem, the
irhe I4veration Front
for South Tiet Newe ua‘g{wmmummvnm
mork 901d the militant
m@xmmmmam nmmmwmmm
Mmm~mmwmwmmmw

Fowy hovover, MMWMWM& ;
mubstentia 1 Mwmmmm ummu
bo the time for them to declare war on the Commudoise
thelr pesco offensive, wrich vhich places them im the positiom

7¢ i3 reliadly prodfcted that im the ooming momths, he Suldhists
w111 move into the position of beinmg the linke-wor “the hyphen" botweon
wented oo part of their neutralization of the countyye
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Pive~~The Buddhiat m goncept of pesce is openly, if not
delibverntcly, ombiguouss One pz Buddhict pricst gives one emagm
soncopt to Testerm and loczl corvespondanisy only %o hove 1t “
derded, condrodiotod or claxificd by snother priocte Hore significent
ther the official stateuenis givan to the press is the somuons vihich
the Puddhict priccts ere glving to e mrssesy vhich §= their
sonzree of nowers Fronkly, no one really lknows what Phagkw they say
in theiy cemmons. The Foreign embassics, the W ministertn office
the nmeeret police, the ﬂathalim ‘tha foreign wmm *‘nm M
tnowm to send o mmber of "weporters™ o attend the Baddhist
sormonse Snch comen W@v boaok with a difforent vorsion and a different
emphasis. "Esch hosrs vhat ho wié’m‘:j%“ ‘one journalist explaineds

This Buddhict peace offensive is now the tall of Saigone
Tt is openly considered w that the Puldhists ave pro-noutralisto—
thetdh their version of pesce is closer to the Viet Cong's peace
them it is to the peace of the free world peebbdesm And while
*':m_gmaae now olesrly see the true face of the Buddhists as being
rMV Aentealist, they see no cohesive anti-Communist element

ieh 18 sapahle of stopping thedw maﬂe offonniveo.

sinoe mid-Februery the oleax' m-m han m dml@e& to

dve w o cherper line between Mm mﬂ!’%’““"f"ﬁg.:m the

politicel cubversive voels
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Since the February 19th coup and ﬁimiasal of Lt. Gen. Kguyem
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s a supergovermment,,

Khanh as Co der in Chief, the armed forces, whic
}., il

has fless political powers. The armed forces council since E the beginning
of the puapemedfemsimmn Buddhist g. peace offensive have takem
a tough anti=-Communist stand against the armed Viet Cong guerrillias;? but
have virtually gﬁa ignored the subversive element. The newly-formed
govermment of Prime Minister Pham Huy Quat has taken a tougb stand against
both the Viet Cong gusermlla and the Communist subversiva. But the
government hag W deliberately chosem Yo ignore
the Buddhists as # a partial subversive movement. During his first
press confarenea; the Prime Minister kimmed® interrupted one
transla,tion;, took it upom himself ®o become the spokesman of the Buddhist
position and carefully explained that the Budéhists were for
"nationzlistie” sort of peace. This "goft" stand om the Buddhist
issue is one of the most important developmenls since the departure
of Lite Gen, Hguyem Khanh,.

3ince the fall of Diemy; the rise of the nilitant Buddhist movement
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has been the most important % :Lugle development in the turbulent

1o
.aa/months of Vietnam's his‘bory. oppling of Diem, the

Buddhists held a mess conference im which they re-grouped thelr strengthy,

unified their positiom and mapped out their future strategy. They had

already launched a whispering campaign agains t thqg‘et Prime Minister

%@ Nguyen Ngoc Tho of the first Qar military junta..
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Horever, before the Buddblst nolitico-priestes could marshell
their foroes, Hajs Gone Nguyen Ehonh ceized pover ag prime minister.
Throushout the yesy, the asmed porvor of the arued gz;;ws fovoes ckirted
the mx growing mass pover of the pxmeu tralint Puddhists, Throughout

the yoor, 1@#3. nostly in behindescense intri uve the $wo contendors for
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nmmd. Taich Trd Goangs In: bugusty Ehzmh and Trdi Quang collided; the

priest von mouenterily es p;"cs—;uwmh;tﬁ% demonstraticuns toppled Thank
from the PeecwEven Presidcioye But Ihavh, with lwillient mensuvering,
g uvickly re-csteblished himself as the stropgoove--uniil Febyuavy 20
when pro~Buddhiet genersls ellied thomsclves wilh pro~Catholic generals
to vote for his dismissale

Ehonh *.:im um: Viet Heme Now the strong meww in Vietnam is
MWWM

il

Thich Tvi @wmg mﬁ his subordinatos,.



	363-07475
	363-07476
	363-07477
	363-07478
	363-07479
	363-07480
	363-07481

