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dece 23, 1964

SAICON-~For a hundred Vietnamese orphenfs, Santa ceme im

2 helicopter this yeam,
The arrivali of the red-~flannel culted Sants in the torrid

tropical temperature brought gesps from the Bhe L Pl o6ET
e

of "Ah! Ong Gia Noel—-0Ld Man Christmas$” ae he sElp stepped out of

P

a Us Se Army~h%>j e "Huey" gggéb helicopter with sleigh~like runners..
For Christmas, the pilotsy crews and mechanics of the

145%h Aviation Eattaliunvin~Saigon-whoVnormally gpend their days

fighting Communigt Viet Cong gurerrillag=-personally adopted for the

day 90 orphans from an "orphanage without a name™ in the suburbs of

Saigzon,

(Mor=)
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“I think the GI's hed morve fun than the lkide," Idg Dettl
mninghon of mw y

The youngeters arrived ot the cmssmamz white bungelow
comround of the helicopter companies singing imx "Jingle Bella®
in Englishy slthough none of them could undersfend the lenguogv.
They wore promotely civen hemdamh heizouts and shoverse

"I%'s the firet shower some of them had ever taken," one
Mmorican orew ohief laughed, "They ntayed in their for 30 minmutes and
didn't went 40 leave, I got as = wet an Fofddenm they did.®

Then tam gz tattered regnuffin clothes were chonped..
The 1ittle girls wore trannformed inte CGinderellss vith fluffy ovispy
dresson of pinke and yellowsw-shich the g GI's hed arrenged to have
personally custom-made by & Saipon tailor for each,

Certoons of Pluto and Hickey Mouse were followed by & Christmes
ddmmer of hemburgers a la American, chooolste ice oreem and frosted

cokote

Then thoy were taken to Tan Son Fhut sirport whir vhere for
the first time in thedr lives they saw jofx commercisl jJot cirlinere ond
imerican helicoptors toke off and lond,

(wore)
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"It doosn't coem mush like Christmas in this kind of woather,”
mmg&ﬂmm%ﬂmﬂ, wiping the swoet fpom his brow.

"Ohy nmyshduzx I've boon stationed in Goorgie snd Alsbame
for threc yoars,” another chimed inm, "Ny kids have mover neen smow
80 it ien'¢ ouch different than hore,"

A third laughed, “I m "My kids would kill mo if I dian't
noke thom & snowmen every year," a *cho ‘oopter pilot from Hew Hampshize

sonf’ly of o holicopter with o redesuited Sonte w=ith & jolly
laugh ond unpadded mtemmohm tusny,

Followed like & Pled Pipor by humizef tons of the childven,
he quickly distritued from his toy eads (Ammy loundry beg) ocendy,
dolls for the little girles and tenke, gunsw-and oven Adr Feroe
Jotlinoro for the 1ittle doys,

"it Christmastine wo ave oven nise to thoe Adr Foreo,” one
belicopter pilet lmmghe loughed, alluding to the Air-Force=imy
fotaton competition between sirplones and fast-moving Ammy ormed
heldeoptorns

Meny s 1% hot in hove,” gsoid semte (sp/4 Mesvin spidle,
oamcmen o orew ohief of 213 pounds from Hagerstown, Marglond).
I thirk I'm going to faint, This oult (oustom-mado : s
hotter than fatiguos,®




edfte, zing helicopter pilote slipped owey
trdefing on tomorrouws peorot mission ageinet the Jemmunist Viet Cumg

for a
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