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SAIGCH-=By the Chimese lunar calendar, 1964 wee the Yeor of the
Dragon, vwhich is commonly ancepted by Vietnomeso historions ond astrologere
of being a yeor of big uphenvals, It wass

The year of 1965 for the Ventowmer +ill be knowm in the Griont
aa the & Yoor of the Serpoont—-chich 4o commonly ockrol scknovledgsod
to be a comtimuation ofy, and o complement 0, ratbor them o chemge from the
Yoar of the Dragon, wmuch as, in tho worids of one eatwolger, the
night is o continustion end a conrlement to the day,

he yoar 1964 wes & pivotel turning point in the anti-Commmist
political-militery strugglos the yeor 11 1965 will weveal the divection
and repercuscions of thot pivot--and moy detormine the point
for victory ooninst the Communist forcoss

Astrolpgors, military and politicol experts ogree that 1065
io cloarly the year od of docisionms They believe the wnr com not be

loot during the yoer oither militerily or politically--but 1965 1 will
deternine vhother 4t orn over bo wobs
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rhase in Vietnem's enti-Communist wary the year 1965 will sw uncover
the end of this beginmming--and may intreduce a new stage in the strxuggle.

"In 1963, TViet Nem wes & ship with all the seils flapping=—but
it wesn't going anyvhere,” one foreign diplomat explained, "In 1964,
the ship bogan to simk and by the end of 1964 the water was Floddd

flooding the deckss

“Obviously, the water can still be beiled out and the ship
ecan be saved--but 1965 will determine vhether or not this is done. If it
iz done, we ctill have & chonce to win the war, If it isn't dome—the
war is not lost iomediately--but it can never be won,"

If 1964 vas o yosr of dublous desivi decisivémess or inadvertent
indsolcivences, xafiSQuogrom the year 1965 will a year of specifiey,
definite decisions~-and the test will be how well these decisions are
keyed to solving the problems and how well they are implementods

(m0re)
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The year 1964 began shortly after the fall of thd. Ngo Dink Diem
regime; it ended on the surfacé with the Tram Van Huong govermment, which
has been &é??cr deseribed as "an amzta.'ble;,, aimless anarchy,"

For the astrolgers, 1963 marked the end of the 6=year half
cycle of the lumar celandars which are divided into @o twelve yearss
Tor the political observers, 1963 marked the end of the Ngo~Dinh Diem
regime after nearly a decade of ruling; for the military experts, 1963

P

marked the end of a total drive smmmgm against the Communisteg tlga/
future was to see the war being waged ageinst the Communists plu;g,
more invigible, 'b“ﬁt and hence more dangerous group which are commonly called
the "neutralists.”

'I’hex% 1964 upheaval ﬁzx was an expleosion of these
post~Diem politicel forces into the airy the year 1965 will see the
oontlnuamomr of the this upheaval with the political forces, while
still in tiﬁguoe turbulent motion, fall?amwardz znto some sort of
unsettled orders The arrangements, the elliances, the wars between

these pclitical forees willl determine the future of Viet Nam and the

prospects of prosecuting effectively the anti=-Communist and anti-

neutralist ware.

(More)
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While it appeared that 1964 saw the swing from the
authoritarian Diem regime %o the anarchy of the Huong govermment, in fact,
the year's events reflected the rise and fall of one nan~~Nguyen Khank,

e,

who entered the Prime Minifsta:r's Office on January 30 as » W
goateed three-gtar genera;} gﬁw

During the year he failed to lead his natiom in %he anti-Communist
war-—a task the free world assigned to him—~but he sméé?.ad suceeded to survive,
which is all Viet Nam expected of hime In 1965, the ?fcspec%s according to
political observers here; and the destiny according to Vietnsmese astrologers
is that Khanh will again e%,;re—emerge, with a stronger pg/position and more
control than he wai%lded when he fiigzs; first came to powers.

When Kha:nh entered the Prime Minister's Office, the imerican
polit¢y, which supported him with verying degrees of effectivencas during his:
fall from y ower; wag to build s strongman regimey alded by visits of
Mmerican Defense Secretary Robert MeNomars and Secretary of State Dean Rusk..

This policy in 1964 was no-@ffeffeeted with sEmimenmen visible
semi-success; but not total failure. For, in 1965, this American r8licy
will be continued in an almost last~ditch attempt to maintaim a politically

stable govermment with a high degree of centralized power resting in the hands

of Khanhe The prospect is that this dmwkgmx plan will be implemented at all

costs~~and willl succeed if at all possible~~unless k Khenh is assassinated,

(ore)
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Khanh entered the Prime Ministerts Office on January 30

2g the apperent strongman of the aiEam governments

@m at the end of 1964, he was the i strongman outside the governmer

in 1965, he is expected to become the % vigible strongman ingide the

govermment and in the whole anti-Communist sphere of influence in South

Viet Noit,.

When Khanh entered the Prime Minister's Office, he was in

fact only the fronitmam for a coslition of righit-wing gagar generals and

My sl AT

political parties; he himself considered his >Me@ies were im

- ‘T,.,,W“ S ; . ot
his rear——and not the Viet Cong Communist guerrillasy At the end of

[

1964, he--with the help of American offiecials~-had inz one way or another
eliminated alll personal rivsls & or powerful organizations which could
wiggi compete for his positionm, Hemmam

;/-I\ie was clearly the iWe invisible strongman, who via

remote c;ltro}.z,, influenced ﬁ most actions in the anti-Communist area.
Bu‘t; in one important development im 1964, the totality of the
anti-Communist influence had diminished with the emergence of the

midi#s militent Buddhist organizatiom lead by political priests whose
power m rested in the masses. This powerful mass power throughout

1964 skirted a collision with the armed power of the armed forces; but im
1965 this will be ome of the most important cemfmsdmen intornal
confrontations—-or compromises—=which will affect the future course of

Viet Nam,.
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In an important positiom paper, the Md@t chief Buddhist
political-priest, Thich Tri Quang, explained that the his movement,,
which is growing ih politiecal importance and megs support, was agsinst the
Communiate,; but also sgainst the anti-Communists, which he clearly
defined as the Catholics and the Americans,

i ﬂwﬁd'ﬂ’wn Lk .. e JW
In an attempt to out-mancuverthe Buddhists, who indirectly

routed him from the Prime Minister's Office im August and ignited a
savage ca:@@n of religlous worfare throushout the northern pProvinces,,

Khanh 4 who at the beginning of ‘bhe year tmu'ed '&he country with
g

rwj}r . ,3 g - L ,74‘"
e Mollamaray\ Anitiated a Ome&W

'erﬂ.oan campalgny,
specifically directed at Amerdcan Ambassedor Maxwell De Taylor. A
magsive confrontotion with the Buddhists would simply drive them in the
into the arms of the Communiasts; dut a massive compromise with them

would lead % the anti-Communist olements in the country ito

defeatls

Somehow; at the end of 1964~--and continuing into 1965, a n
understand;ng beitween these anti~-Comnfinist forees, with focus on the Armed
Forces which Khanh now commands, and the Buddhists, which are neither
alihnn obvious allies nor open cnemics of the state, =mmem will be

mw forged. The naturc of this understonding would shape the future of

the country; for the Buddhist movement is comsidered %o be the legal

front m for the Viet Cong Communists which would e-iniiiete=m—nres

he=sxploited initiate for them and be exploited by them
a Laotian~style coalition govermment,

(itore)



deepe

dragon--=T

The emergence of the Buddhist movement, which continuously

i z‘a

attempted to unrlemine, subvert, if not to topple fﬁ%i'- Amerioarr-—ba.cked
anti-Communist govermments, produced a differengé( view of the war, While

in the past, American and Vietnamese officials had paid lipservice to the

R gy

EYENEVETvie subversive m¥uSEEE

1964, these subversive elements surfaced and were clearly visible; in

sx tactics of the Viet Cong Communists, im

but were still ignoreds Im 1965, they will be acknowledged as

Mill‘barily, Y neither the strategy nor the tactics of the * oL

struggle were changeds but the soope and

immensity of it did. The hit~and “rum tactics of the guerrilla gave way
to the hit-and-run military and political confrontation letween the
United States and ¥& North Vietnam,, and indirectly other Communist bloc

nations,

TR WTED &L ;m e mriih

mm raids of the guerrilla

The cat—and=-mouse zmm
gave wa y to the tiger-and-liom pitched battles for delta outposts and
mountain hilltops, mm& with flashing reminisces of Korea=style conflicte.
The war without a front line £ of the guerrilla gave way to the war with

W but momentary front line.

(More)
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The guerrillas who wo% once attacked in platoons and companies
have since attacked im battalion: strength=-with ré?i U, S.*made recoilles :
rifles and mortars——and maintain the capacity of attecking im
regimental strength, Whem omce American and Vietnamese military
statisticians recorded one battalion-sized aﬁ Viet Cong attack in six weekss
in 1964 +they beganm recording six battalion-sized attacks in one week,

While from 1958~63, the guerrillas were consistently weaker than the

Us S-backed Vietnamese government forces, in 1964, they maintained

momentary equilfﬁ-i;nndrsﬁﬁgé ;pe:;i‘fgc areas at certain times,

In short, the war e? in 1964 escalated internallys im 1965
it is expected to xg escalate internally and externally, principally in
Laos, perhaps also in Cambodia and North Viet Name. In short, the big

SRR
= e

little war heomesSewm#n in 1964 would become in 1%65 "a bigger limited war."

e o
RS U e em———— e ey conciont mu&n but famous

3 g B R
s book, of prophecy records' m%nﬁe};}gesmwig}gg fgr% considered

: Vo=
the basic points of Vietnamese history: which a.ré? readily recalled by

@iﬁo astrologers as the Year of the Dragom fades into the Year of the

At the tail of the Dragon and at the Head of the Serpeant——

There is the beginning of the Warj
Everywhere im the country the spears and the shields will be raisedf

At the foot of the Horse (1966)
At the T#¥8s thighs of the Goat (1967)
Many heroes will die.

During the period of the years of the Nonkey (19é8) and the Cock (1968
During that period the country will see peace.
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Only the keepers of these mystical oracles——and the keepers
of "Top Secret" policy dooumenis——can predioct whether the dying

illusions of 1964 that vietory would be casy will give birth to the

5

realistic decisivencss of 1965 Wt Wiotory 32 attainable.
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