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MERICAN MARINES AND PACIFIC/TT(N ERADACEES

FIVE MOUNTAIN VILLACES, SOUTH YIRTNAl--Lost £, the
battle cry of the Americen Murimes was "We'll Yo 4inm ol An hy
New Year's *66," Today, im:r estimate it will Yo New Yeea's ‘63»’"

The hold-up in rosching Hol zg Any & provincial oapital
situnted only 15 miles m south of the strategic airbaao‘ of Danang,
illustrates the chenging concepts of how Americon trocps are to be
employed in Vietnam-—ond some of the many problems they faces

"We could casily have fought our wey to Hoi An,* ome
Merine oxplaineds “But theny, we would have hed %o fought our way
back, The essential problem & of this war is not moving your
frontlines forwerd--but is keeping your rear covered,"

This problem of "keeping your rear covered" is umlly
identifiod as that "twilight arvea® of pacificetion, which tios
together the military, political, social ey goonomie aspocts of the
war to control end gein m_{j%ﬁ of the vl populations Withow
control and support of the ruralpopulmt: officials here beliove

the war could oontinue for yoarss
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The decision %o halt the advence of the ¥arine frontiine
positions until tho Vietnamese cadre could pacify the ropuletion
brought voocel dissenis wlthind".%he llarine Corps ranks and smeers
from Army colomels who cleimed "the Marines are afredd 40 go out
and find the Viet Cong." Under thw direction of Werine cormandor
Maje Gene Lewis Walt, and backed by key Army gencrals iy Sadgomy
however, the Marine effort am outside of ang slowly
began to dovetail with the sotivities of the Vietnamsse government
to control the ropulations

"In a comventional war, progress is measured by an advencing
frontline," one ralia,bm souree explained. "But in this war our
outlying positions ﬁmatm and progress must be measured in the
third dimension. Ve g must go in depth dom into the populationm
to dig out the Viet Cong infrestructure snd then re-buildimef the
loca 1 oanti-Communiet sovermment,®

The recult of this coordinated Marine-Vietnemese offort
is the "Five Nountain Villages Cempaign® initiated loss then ten
niles southvest of Dunengy-belSEien snd 15 milos fron He Hol Ane
This oanpaign has beon tabbed the Fos 1 priority predeot in the

country; it is the foremost atienpt im in pacification and a rilot
case for future decision-making in Vietnam.
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Secretary of Defense Robert lMoNemara vas briefed in depth
on the project during his last visits

#1f this plan doeem't succeed here, 1t'; not going to
succeed anyhere e¢lse in the country," one relicble source
explainods "We'll really be in serious trouble then™

The project has already run into some meriocus troubles

"Now we're just spimning ouwr wheels,"™ one mmoe explainods

The "Five Mowntain Villages" aampai@ calls fw the pacification
of five villoges (subdivided into 19 VIM"MT. cw'aring 2 twenty
square kilometer sreas The five-village complox m 424000
pczmlatim-—o?'m about seven percent of the families ave
considered o bo related to the Viet Cong Commmists, e viTImEos
densely populated villages, snuggled in lush rioe paddy, Iimouﬁd
by the gt Ofan ﬂw peaks of mountains containing grey and
selnon-colored marble. ('iéaaa Herble Mountains would mske & great
tourist attraction, but you' be killed going out there," one Marine

erackeds )e
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The plan mua{w three components for pasification~—the
Americen Marines who secure the outer perimcter of the area by myrisds
of patrols to pyevent the invasion of hard-core Communiot m:ta; the
Vietnemese parsmilitary troops whe seoure the » villages, and the
Vietnomose civilien cadre who through distribution of econemic goods,
paycholosical warfare, census-taking and organizing the people
attemnt to weed out the Viet Cong infrastructure and convince the
villagers to side with the anti-Communist govermment forcose

“Mhe role of the American Marines is xdmbdmemdnoobientews like sn

egg:” one reliable source explaineds "Our frontlines on the zim
of the area is the sholl—but like a shelly the lines can be brdtens
The vital instellation—the Dansng sirbese—is the yok yek yolk and
we aleo defemd thate The white is what we eve trying to
pacify and then solidify." ol

Gn October 18, the Vietnamese govermment, -widisis

W began their pacification in the rear by using on:
headquarters company and cw four wnderstrength line compeniecs

of’tha 59th Regional Forces Battalion to sweep through the arens
Then 327 civilian cadre wore moved in from the provimeial headquarters

and the Vietramose commander put them through a detailed two-weel:
re~training courses Then the commonder received five Vietnamese
Pebo Poople's Action Teams (PAT's), totalling 50 persons, who vere
responsible for census toking and other aot;vniesp
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In cech of the five villages, the Viotnomese ocommander ploced
and Regional Forocs company and one People's Aotion Teamy in ecach of
the 19 homlotsy he ploced a civilian cadre toam,

"But during the third week of the campaing, a 50-~men
Viet Cong platoon broke through the Marine blocking pesition
and were in £ our arece shooting things us wp and they hit us hard,*
one relinble source expleineds "Five regional foree trecpers ond
several cedremen were killed, Since cach of our armed companies
was 42 per cent wnderstrengthy; we had 15-man platoons im when
we should have had 35 men., And fighting ageinst 50 Viet Congs
of oourse, we lose against those oddss Un®il that we were just
boginning to get the oonfidense of the people~but after that,
the people clammed uwp and wouldn't tell us anything, And it
also hurt the morele of our cadre, One vhole ll-mon team tock
off-=-but the diptrict chief talked them into coming baeck,

Then four mights later, the same Viet Cong platom
hit ue againe They slipped in botween $wo Marine patrols, attocked
the Regiconal Foree hoadquarters undt of 17 mon, killed several
oivilion cadre and kidnapped ¢we of the wonmon working with the
dramae unit, Ye haven't seen the women since. One of the Amorican

Marines sow the vwhole action from 50 yerds away--but he couldn't
open up ~ith his machinegum. He would have killed more friendlies

then onomnye
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"0f course, the Marines can't stop all mllmﬁ infiltration,
It would take Marines shoulder~topshoulder to do that. And once
you hed that, the Viet Cong would mortar them z from ascross the rivery
which they've slveady sterted doing"
Sime these late November actionsy the Vietnamese have
- 8lightly reinforoed the area with troop strength and the Marines hove
moved in more wunitsy now the Mawines are not only holding the
omar perincter by extensive patrollirg, but they are also
responsible i’cr aecnrmg the civilien codre in 11 of the 19
villagen, M Vietnemese troops defending the remeining Ce
By mid-Decembeor, "we sw M Mfyﬁ:{; again and
things were moving slow, but goodg, f‘ﬁam emrte& giving us
good intelligenee and wore turning in some Viet Congs For the
first time, on & Sunday afterncon fomilies from Damang would
come to the villages hore %o visit their relatives; more thenm

100 families moved back into the area~but nogn-of none of the

reople were of draft 2p0."
During late December, however, the Viet Comg lounshed aa. -

one night four haressing mum, including mortaring the central
’ attacking another People's 2etion Toamy

killing several of them,
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' SR ys through the operation, the number of civilian
cedremen droped from 331 to 3045 one serious dissdventage of

them is they were comsidered by relisble sources to be poorly
trained for tHe work and secomdly meme of them were residenmts of

_519 :yi;laeqaa be:mg pacified, vwhich is eonsidercd to be an casential
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Prohlems a).w‘mas m’;m@ 10-man Peoplc's Acticon
Teams, which are equipped, trained and paid for political
sotivitios and b intelligonce gathering by a subdivision
of the American Central Intelligemce Agoneys The Vietnomese
commander wanted to use the teanms for providing security since they
had better guns tham his military troopsy the teums didn*t want to
provide securify, One of the five _f?ma defected en masse and.- the
province chief tranaférred & second team which causedm/

"But  the biggost hoodache is that we can't move our
Vietnamese troops and oadre out of this 20 squere kilomeoter

chunkt of villages wuntil we have villagors here who can defond
the Five liountain Village ares, And there's not onec young men heve
between 10 and 38 we ocan recrult. Ve have lost the middle generation.

Ho one has yot begun to £ind the amswer to thot probleme®

There are eighty square kilometers of land to bo pocified
before reaching Hol Ans And that's vhy the present official cetimate
is Hoi An will be reached by New Yeartsy 1968,
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