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PLEIKU, SOUTH VIETNAM-~For the first time in the Vjetnam war,
American military officers openly and publically say Cambodia has
becone a au sanctuaray for North Vietnamese regulars—ocurrently
‘at leant five known regiments.

South Vijetnemese and American field commamders are weighing—
at least verbally-—-the military ﬁat advantages of invading Cambodia
to strike at the North Vijetnamese umits. But this is considered unlikely
because of adverse, world-wide political repercussions, reliable
sources raport,.

—B ?%rz,sé corregspondents are freely glven briefings on the sensitive
W once reserved only for such senior Americans as
f{:ﬂgn}Vice President Richard H. ¢ Nixon, Maps displayad casually

in milit~ry offices here show tmm big blobs of grease paint in’
Cambodia mirked "NVA"—<North Vietnamese Army.
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Tha officinl Ireedom siven bo Americons to discuss the lasue
of Cs=mbodla come in the wake of U, & Secretary of state Dean Rugk's
gtaotoment there is at least one North Vietnomese division in Cambodia,
Canbodiats govermment and ruling Prine Sihancuk hove voeiferously
denied the a2llegation.

Jince 1963, American military adviscors have eclled the Cambodian
border a "little Yalye" for Southern—based Viet Cong gverrillas. In
Hovember, 1965, however, Americer field commenders first TOUNEd
accused North Vieinsmese regulars of seeking sanctusry in Caunbodia
after the %biwddy blocdy battle of Ia Drang Valley. But, these
statements were lorgely hushed up or ignored the highor A& up the official
imericon EBeteblishment ladder one asked questionse

Ancrican ficld sommanders, reaponsible for watcidng the Cambeodian
border along a 150=mile frontline west of here 523 there ave five
knowm regimente of North Wiotusmese regulors situsted across the Jun led
boundary line from where U, L. iy bxmy 4@1 %‘ Infantry Division trooi»s
hove operated for the past year.

American commanders list the five known regiments ass 955,

66, 68, 32 and 33, Three of these rcgiments form the 1lst Norih Vieilnamese

Divisicn, these scurces saids Eence, militery sources calculaie

—

neprly ene gud, holf North Vietnomese divisicnsg I9=SEl®Iy B are @
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iying] »¥ross thc-:b\ord@?} Wy of m whigking into South
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A
Vietnem and attacking the outnumbexrf Americen brigades or smaller South

Tietnomese unitse
(tiore)
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Moje Gen, Vinh Loc, South Vietnamese commander m of
NaTHEE A

the Second Military Corps along the most sensitive/part of the
'@Qn border, said he estimated the combined Farth Vieitnemese ond
Viet Cong cotrength at & tvwe divigions bxmtdnan across the line in
Canbodia.

*I have begged the Smmik (South Vietnamese) High Coummand
in 3eigon to give me pe¥migsion to go into Cambodia,® Gens Loc saide
A% alvays soy the best defense is to attack, ©Or we ghould at leact
send Commandos and Ranger patrols in (into Combodia) to destroy
the Herth Victnomese installations and to give their troops a fear
of their scouritys

“But, the High Commend never s"f.:s?...s. yes-—and never says nog"
he shrugoede "We rospeet too much internationnl low and conventione
that*s our woskneso," he coneluded, indicating ho probably would not
@n the green light from Seigon to move across tho border.

(Moze)
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American cormanders, however, thought +tHE"EESRCCEROT-

a military attack against B¥rth Vietnimese units bascd in Cambodia
would have little chance of suScess.

“If we could launch a lightning ground and air attack against
those units~—all in 24 hours%&ould knock thenm, %out eagily," one
Mmerican military sources explained. "“But, we would have to have
total surprise, or else the umit NVA units wuld simply Ebreak
up and scatter and wetd never get them. The chances are thet
even a blitz invagion of Cambodis would not apprceiably alter
the military situation to favor ug f over here very much. :

American field commanders iﬁ'ah believe the border

- Lot - oo . e
war against North Vietnzmese main force units ha
military domadlock in this area.

"We have five North Vietnsmess regiments across the Cambedian
border facing our tﬁ troops," one American military source
explained. "And mu had the same five regiments facing us when we

e
moved {E here a yusr agoe In onc ysar, we have killed 2500
North Vietnamese regulers——confirmed by bodycount-—and %*hey?!ve brought
dovm more ruplzécements for their casualties. The difference is the
new replaccements are younger and i have less training, but the
engny is making up for that with much more lethal weaponry,."

(More)
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lmerican intelligence experts are knowm to haj._se their
assceatent of North Vietn-mese strength in Cam‘bo:liua on a wide
array oi cvidence, including serial recomnaissence flights and ground
patrols across the border by Vietnamese Special Forces teams and
their Amcricen advisors.

He vevor, high-ranking American military officials in Saigon

have CXDLS _.mcd.'i;h_cé view thot even this inlelligente indcermation is
—_J_& L T e “ ¢ :

not aucur‘tqlgnnugh.
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