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SATIGON, MAY 6~=The predicted m& bloody days of May"
have begun here. The wal in South Vietnam has @ entered its most
decisive stage to dates '

The low=key Communist military thrusts into Saigon and other
citics, axgeéted to worsen considerably in the coming days, have
inmsugurated the beginning of a crucialy, and perhaps finsl, ceoseRE
coordin~ted campaign to topple the Americ p-backed constituticnal

gmmrment of President Nguyen Ven Thieu,
==more reuter
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Infomed m sources % believe that the current

Communist politico-militory Offensive{‘ﬂi;i/ﬁwm&gmmted with, and
running parallel toy the upcoming Washingtqn~aa.npi paéce talks %
scheduled to begin in Paris on Mey 10 or shortly thereafter.

The Commumist's terrorist®® and ﬁ small-unit fighting within
Saigony, ‘which began with Friday's unsuccessful attempt to blow up the

Vietn( mese and American television studios in the heart of the czity
marked -

strangth

than the % surprise Tet offensive

7

which began in late Jenuary.

In fact, reliable Vietnamese sources indicate thwt the currfﬁg:t
thrustd is much more characteristic of armed propaganda We city
rather than military battles in the streetse But, 1like the Tet offensive,
the current Communist activity is coordinated countrywide and the

main @ thrust at this time is !zi%’ considered to be mugnitized in the urban

cities ~nd townss

Vietnemese sources consider this teo 5 be the Communists "third wave

of activity." The first wave was the Tet offensive which ﬁ'x begen

in late January with drametic military B , Fo bettlos in the cities an

tomsj the second wave began-eWEE soveral weeks later with pinpoint

'zrtlllwr;y, mortar and rocket attacks om key iniﬁallations and

\Mat‘,/.w - ’
the third wave is/ considored tg be earmarked

iR Now,

small-unit ground attacks and some mortar, artillery

. Ty 0 an centerss But, the ground trocp activities are
2nd Tocket fire Th the urban oemtors. befpre the pwse Paris peace talk

expected to continuey i{‘ not bto ieqrszex:, i
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Vietnamese official s%‘ sources characterize the units in Saigon,
which ?r are maintaining pockets of sustained {ighting, as ‘&1 belonging to

autonomous battalions of Gia Dinh provincels and the spesial sappfer and

resonnaissance units o‘e assigned to Saigom city. But, outside the
b g g MO LT LR Sy o

eityy -on-the.outskirts, the 272 Regiment ?& fou in. the Phu Tho

| :
macetrock ar o ofSSissthwsdnnhoseens Ton Son Nhut airbase--the scene of

i

vicious fighting during the Tet offensive. And, also like Tet, Vietnamese
G A T b
B vho fought

_ nosedived to bomb the Communist forces HEEEES
there;,m T™wo battalions of the Dong Hgajwﬂegimen‘é,»
an#l 0ld unit of SOuthezz uh eadr?}‘m officers and men, have held out
against government troops in the Thi y Nghe section of Saigon l along the
bridgez leading towards Bien Hp2. Ome of the larger @ bridges was partially

blown up by Communist terroristis, but traffic is still passablos

e
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Int-.lligenee sources report other Communist units are thought to

be moving “towards the city from the C.mbodion horder ama& @y 50 miles

awayve
¥hile the military impact of this Communist thrust has been

decidedly less sensationel tghus fc.r compared to the Tet of fensive, the
&m .! {—f"y«"”

rolitical cffectivenses ef the w Thiecu gcv&;mznunt, and to build up

the prestice of the pasebeswsdesy  1losed ﬁﬂ pro-Communist Alliance

of N tional, Democratic nd Peace Forces, Vietnamese : sources view as w

rather than "Liberation Forces,"
commonly called the Viet Cong, These sources say thot the current Communist
‘ military thrust is aimed at rromoting the pro-~Communist Aliia ey

rather than the Netion2l Liberation Fromt itselfs Roliable sources here believe
that if the Thieu govermment is ‘orpled in the future, the Alliance, or

those closely & identified vith it, will seize power and then form

@ coalition govermment with the National Liberation Front. If the Communists

actually succeed in this political plan, Washington would hove very litile ,
\_W-:&.*/?’} W) r_. i oo b’i.",‘fc’ﬂi

of substance to negotiste with Hanoi in Wz&" peace ) to lks; these sources

SAYe
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Captured Communist docum.-nts, discussing the neceasity for

another crack at "the general affensive and uprising", #F ocal his an
"epooh-mi«.ing stage,"” and states "this is to notify you thatan TP

~and uprising will tcke place in the very mear @ future and we will woWlR

A HA €3
“on v towns ang;; oiti€s, in coordination with the

mount sironger

widespread uprisi%_, ement in the rural arcase The enemy will be throwm

into utmost confusion. N, matter how v:.olently the enemy may rc,aot, he
AR S

not cnly& a golden opportunity to liberate

can not woi@ collapse, .

e T

seatsy province & capitals and South Vietnom 28 a wholCeessWe must

==more reuter
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; Jf hand Vietn mese sources report that pro~Communist teenagers,
7 well=:rmed, % hove begun to call M ot the@ homes of

xidfiEeeeeeen nmiddle~ochelon ,overmxent officials, wging them to

o

join the pro~Communist Alliance. Soma Vietnemese officials have moved

g R s SAMBBPIR
B their fomili-s out of their homess seeking refu@ wi th i@a friends;

B ey

T NME)

some offlciala have as many as / twenty # different houses of friends d—-

up vwhere they can ¥ slecp in  different house each night during most

of the month.

In the Thi A Nghe section of Saigon fprcp-:;r-, near the bridges and highway
leading to Bien Hoa, one Vietnomese evacuee explaineds "The Communisis
same out with 1oud;;:;zzkers and urged people who sympathized with them to
stay in the ﬁ arecaj those that didn't sympathize with them should
lesve., They helped the children tie up their bundles of delongings as
they left the srca, They used loudspeskers, especially calling sn the
Vietnames. M-orines in <he area to come over to their side. The Vietnomese

Morines answored back with bullets, @ oOr they gh threw grenades @ over

the roof of my house~~and the Viet Cong nsvered b=ak with a B~40
rocket ?s round through the front of the house: I decided to %
’ @a ‘

4
leave, 5
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"Each of She Communists aw secmed to have about five different sets
of clothes--sometimes they wore black pajamas, sometimes viviliom *rousers
and shirts, osometimes green fatigues like the government troops, sometimes
shorts. I guess they wented the people to think there were alot / more of
them then there actually;é weres"
Benecath the political~psychological reaotion which _the Communists -

=
‘have =lrcady effected from the Saigomese, thej seem to ba attempting to

;_.g"

continue their policy of economic strangulation--to cut Saigon off from

the countryside, Buty, instead of cutting roads and blowing up bridges

in the f:c:-unz‘z'ysidemi:past policyyd they have made deliberate attempts, R 71

not too successful, 1o blow up bridges on the very fringes of @g Sezigo

They only prritially succeeded in rendering t#8 one o the bridges be tween
"% outakirts

ssigon ond Bien Hoay useless. Another bridge on the ot
was left stoending, as Vieilnamese govermment soldiers mowed down nearly

20 Communists before they could plant their mines and demolitions under the
bridge. But, inslide the @ city, some shops failed to openg ahopkeepars

_are @ known tc fear keeping Ea large stocks of goods for i‘?‘ fear m»-m

W will sj& d"«x?aged; costs of necessities, such as milk and VeEew
vegetables, "’-‘H doubled or tripled in the past two days. And, Vietnamesa
government checkpoints on the fringes of the city are stopping\a‘%é/rsons
and produce from entering.

"Like nt Tet, Saigon in 2 more slow-motion manner is again becoming

and island.-—battleg?ou;," one- Vietmmese o;n*ce explained.
\M ki & ',.-/5 3 ._j
(Hanks I suggest John Hugneaémtoh the M situation and plan on

m coming in, if it worsems as we think it _will., Regards Bev)s i ;
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