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SAIGON, AUGUST 23--Insiders call them HAP's repeat HAP's—high-altitude
plows——which furrow gruesome moonscapes in South Vietnam's jungleses
American ground commanders and troops call them by the codename of
"arc lights.”® Captured Viet Cong documents have referred to them
as the "filthy B-52's", which attack Communist base areas from soundless,
invisgible heightss
More frequently and in greater concentrations than everg before
in the Vieitnam war, General Creighton W. Abrams has been calling on
the eight-engine Stratofortresses to forestall, stop or roll back the

long=predicted Communist ground offensive.
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"General Abrams uses the B*52's in a much different way than
General "@gt (William C.) Westmoreland (his predecessor),” one informed
source explained. "Wesimoreland used the B~52's more for political purposess
Maybe one of his field commanders had not had a B~52 in his corps ares
for weeks--so Vestmoreland would give him a raid and then forget about
that area.

"But Abrems ecalls in wave after wave of B~52's for days om an
area where his intelligence people report a buildup of Communists
main forcess He uses the B~52's as a substitute for sending out en
Army division to search through the arca on the grounds Not long age
a Viet Cong defector told Abrams' intelligence officers that an important
Commmnist conference was to be held in a certain area on a certain da,y. ‘
About the time the meeting had been scheduled to begin, Aprams 32&& —
'B=52 bombs dropping ten kilometers (six miles) on all sides of

conference tables®
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‘During the three-~year period following the first B=52 raid in
South Vietnam on June 18, 1965, the huge bombers have flown 25,000
sorties (one aircraft om one flight) to Vietname During that time,
they have dropped 025,000 tons of lethal bombse This total tonnage

is the equivalent of thirty atomie bombs of the Hiroshima wvintagej

but it is only one two-hundredth the explosive power of the ah
le‘thtal 10 egaton: bomb ly detonated by the Soviet Unione.
SNOTA e« oreland once riee-—tagged a B~52 raid at £30,000 repecat

30,000 dollars a sortie—-—a' meaning the B=52 committment thus far has

totalled 750 repeat T50 Ai% e s,
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These days, between ten and twelve B-52 missions hit South

Vietnam or southern North Vietnam in a 24-hour period. GCenerally,,

three aircraft--but occasionally more——comprige a:’ iéas,;ign‘ ¥uch of thig
v?}«u / f B ¢

B=52 “power is directed at Communist troop cofiBentr

n
53

and hence

many missions fall into patterms of concentrations in Communist
Jjungled 1,? base areas and atrcn@oints» These include the demilitarized

zone and Ashau V %%; _the Eentm& end Pleiku jungled region along the

Cambodian border;  Tayninh,ofonip et Binh Long snd Hau Nghia provinces

bordering Cambodia in the Saigon areas. 4And meore than ever, an

occasional raid is being dropped into the Communist swaempland zones

in the once—quiet lMekong Delta.
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In the Saigom arem, three or four missions are heard nightly,

causing ‘vmdowa and doom to rattle es though a ﬁﬁ&a miniature w0

- §

vw.nthqual,cs md M The rumbling noise of the bombardment iz heard
first tté’ the Sauigonese=-followed by the slower-moving vibz‘atiom; of the
shockwaves pulsating through Saigon's wnder-girdings, which causes the

£limsy buildincs to quiver. Swvemidn The moxiwun $Hre thirby-ton

bombload=-called a “stick"--of cach of the three planes in a mission can be

heard impeeting separatelys in 'i;h;‘es wavess Generally,
fifteen to tweniy minutes la.i;ér, another three-plane flight also begins
dumping its bombs. The missions into one geographic area are often

close together in time beewu because all the airwaves under Ffe A

B~52 flight nmust be cleared of all other airecrafts A transport plane
carrying former ;ﬁ Secretary of Defense Robert Mcllemara to Vietnam was once
delayed in the Pacific so that a %a Guam~based B~52 missian could
proceed to Vietnam on schedule, Someiimes the flashes of the strings of
burs%ing B=~52 bombg can be seen from the hctel rooitops by Saigon's
"war-watchera. " The closest reid to Saigon to date in the war has been
ten miles from the center of the citys most of the ralds these days are

e dozen or so miles from the capitals some m?i}.s 8@,‘5& ag 30 m{lgg fram
- 4 Efan=s

the ¢ity can be heard in Saigon during the ..,
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During most of these missionsy the B=52 Strategic Air Command
bombers sre used against tastical-—not strategiec @' —targetsy, e quirk
in the Vietnam vsar‘ thatmmxe B~52 pilots @ often discuss among

themgelves.

"We hit very, very few strategic targets," one SAC commander explaineds
"And even those are of a limited W;& gtrategic nature.”

During the battle of Khe Sanh earlier this year, the eight*—e’nginew
jets were tectically used in direct support of American troops em a Vsustained

hasis, another unusual utilization of the aireraft.
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> The dust and debris from a B=52 raid-—wmtmsmm mushrooms more than a

half-mile in the air-—gometimes floati\xfg";aere for half dhd hour, : t}le "Na ers

T ¢ 74
¥ ﬂg

b' bomb 8 are

e individusl eraters created by the 500 or 75

s;) kj(uge that 37=ton American: °ami§f~‘§i§§ qaieagj;qg {thiljunglas' once
Vs

PPN p A

N he SAC planes, vanish into the "elephahtine holes without warning.

For the B=52 crews, flying up to six-

YYYYY miles ebove Vidn Vietnam, W®Wmr their automated, computerized bombing
»:ms seem remote from the ground war below,
- "Most of our missions are just like training exercises," explained

e Georgia {108 Hancelon

Lte Col, Edward F. Gehrke, Warner Robins, GSGFE
Cirele), the home base of his @5 465th Bombardment Wing, now operating

R,

out of southern TSl Thailands "But, there's one difference. Over here,
SAC won't tolerate any mistskess. Also, once you realize you'pe cerrying

bombs into a high—threat area, it's not reelly an ordinary mission either.®

o
Along the demilitarized zone with North Vigmam, @ SAC bomher THEE

AL
\%%e“" L3

X ig cccasionally % "locked=-in"| on Communist radar-controlled enti-aireraft

gms, but none thus far have been hite The SAC bombers carry counter—&o

1 Y€ €3
electronic mom=wees to outfox Soviet-made surface~to-air migsiles pOEEL

. positioned in sﬁh the southern part of Ner??x Vietnamt The huge bgmbers
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Thus for, none of the SAC bembers have been lost due o Vietnm
combote IHovever, four have been lest in two mid-air colliziona: c.me
erachiended ot the Daneng ﬁirbaaa for mechenical reasons snd was later

53253:11 ‘.m ™ -
dmlia&w& by the first rommé-uf a Viet Cong rocket u%tm.

eztarﬂm persons hearing o B-52

Soime of the meet swoprisog PryEN:
raid outelide of Salgon were s vieiting o¥ew BTN six-man D52 orovws

L$s Cole Gohake, = B~52 pilot and SAC ai:fic;m- for .1€g Fa Jeorss
wag asleep in o soall hotel ocutelde noer Sedson's Ten Son Nhut aix voxdy
vhen & D52 radd dewown night reid desconded om Long And end Heu Heghia
provinces, 16 miles southwest of the citye

"4ll of @ oudden, I heard the doors rattling," the tall, confidont
colonel lsucheds "I hod no idea vhat was going omix I thought w somoone
mbmon wos knooking at the door and I went w open 1t but no one was there.”

baring the one day Vietnem visit,o® the sixnan crew as tmnwer%d

in en fymy holicoptex o wetoh & De52 raid outeide of SaF
"Another thing that really mrﬁm ug~vhen the helicopter engine
stopped,”  the xdmdsm SAC pilot ~ y "We hoord the chopper pilot
redioing 'meydey mayday's meaning we wore going to orashe Ve hed just
watohod the first SAC stvike end the chopper pilot was wormded we wouldn's

be.sblote- got out of the area vhere the socond strike was about to come in,

Byt, then the ongine come back on snd we watohed the scoond strike withoud

incident,"
==10re reuter
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m higﬁz*rmﬂ:ing Communist defectors have said that the Viet Cong
W&s@é B-;&‘

High Commend used %o natﬂfy thenm seversl hours before @
hit their bivouack amm"’ The Mmericen militery commend here has

W emphatically éaaie& th.‘us, although sme nm mamdants have.

ﬁm trmai%ing af the huge h«mbem mosa G

Some d@feﬂt@ra degoribed surviving a ma =52 rai& as hom'ihle m@rimﬂ,
. collapsing wndergraund. funnels-and S e
with the chock waves sounding 3.:3;3 a typhoony jmgla tmee mﬁmg the

i Communist fighterss
(Henl:s President Thiou isg meking & tv address tonighte Ip he says

anything of political importance, or if there's more military action

overnight, we'll file a short story tomorrove e TeGaogm A4 this point
the Saigon mood zeepager is s$ill usebles iz them 3 a Tet-styled g:emﬁ
offensive before August 28, you'd have to change the tensese Dut, I think

it will hold upe Rogands Baﬁl!mﬁ router
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