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PHU HOA DONG, SOUTH VIETNAM-~Om the ocutskirts of this sun-bsked
distriet cepital only twenty miles north of Saigon, the Viet Cong
Commmist political cadre established teams of armed men and women
to welcome Vietnamese govermment troopers inte their zmones..

In ihm Phu Trung (Wew Central Richmess), only 17 miles
northwest of 3aigon, the Viet Cong guerrillas showed military
movies, held owtsnl cultursl singing and dencing emterteimment,
and them held a four-abreast military review of their troops
under the battery-operated flood-lights, bemeath the jungle
canopye & il | .

In Thu Due , a suburban-like town ' seven miles northeast of
Sa igon, Viet Cong political cadre visited house~by-house the
fomilies of Vidtnamese government troops, urging them to defeect
from the Saigon govermment ranks.

(dore)
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These examples of armed propagenda and "proselytisation
as the Communists eall it~~flourished cpenly on: the outskirts
of Seigom during the hmaJy New Year ccasefire 1; at woek=—ond
then withered into invieible, undergroumnd, covert subversive
operations during the remainder of the year.

(Moxe)
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In Phu Hoa Dong, o Viet Song team of soven men and three
women, dressed in polysot uniformey weolcomed the Seigom government
troops ss they departed § their positions on suthorized leeve and
entered the Viet Cong zomes on thelr way to visit their fomiliocs,
a8 had been srvanged by the two independent Luner New Year ceasefires
wsayed by the Salgom government and the Viot Cong politicel organization.

The three Viet Cong women, with short bobbed hair, ocarried
modern sulmachinegmms of Soviet design, and wore the traditioniael
peasant garb of black pajamas. The soven men carried a mizture
of long, antiq ue Russien rifles and captured American tommy guns,
The wore ¢ither or black pajemas or brownish khalki uniforms,

(uore)
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Vietnamese govermment axmy regulam, 4 m:x!‘m e
M-21 tonk squadrom, are assigned to 5580 Phu Hos Dongy which
was the pilot d&Ge project for the Jop Hop Tec planm to seoure
godlire  Vitw bite of the seven provinsces surrounding Saigome
But, the Viet Cong velooming teems--operating umder the noses
of the goverment ¥069 troops—illustrate the serious defects
in the Hop Tap plan end the general insecurity of the regiom

(more)
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£% o Vi tne nmese govermment checkpoint noar Phu Hoo Dong--wvhich:
means Rich Zastern Peacew=a Vietnamese government reguler sddiecr
wept Because the military police Jerked him off the txd-vheeled,
mui’-*s notorized th:wetm seized hig mmw papers and assured
him he weuld be roprimonded by his superiore.
“I've saved two months' pay to give to my mother,® ho

- sobbedy, "but I con't got home to give it to here she lives

in ¢ e Viet Cong sone."
( u9we)
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In 'ﬁm Phu Trung, only 17 miles northwest of Seigen, relis ble
sources reported thot during the luma r New Yeer ceasefire, Viet Cong
guerrillas end prope gandists visited the village and held a two-hour
performence, The performance began with e shor ¢ wer mofic showing
Viet Cong guerrillas fighting in neighboring areas and this was followed
by & theatre performance with the theme of personifying the heroic
deede of Viet Cong fightorss The theatre perfommence included
Vietnamese songs, accompanied by mendolin and guiter, and Viet Cong
"renovated" dancess

The highlight of the evening for the villagors, however,
wes o holfehour militery veview, 4n which Viet Cong troops marched
four sbreast, corrying individual and unit weaspons such as light
mortars end enti-tenk weepons. They were dressed in mixed mmdd
wiforns of black pe jemes, browmish khekis, aend green locally-made
hatse A handful of women were included in the review, vwhich was
held undor four battory-operated floodlights beneath a thin jungle
conopy. Relisble sources wald several femilies drove their cars up
%o village to sec the performance, which was held only 200 yemds

from the main highway.
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Relisble sources sald thet even Vietnamese govermment
troops wore invited to witness the performance--and several from
a nearby post dressed in civilisn clothes %o attend the evening's
entertdinnent.

Other relisble sources indicated that the Viet Cong
also showed war movies, illustrating Communis ¢ heroism, only
¥ three kilometers from Bem Caty, a government district cepital
forty miles north of Saigon wherc elements of the U.S. Army lst
Infentry Division are based.

"ilot of Americans were killed emnd wounded in thet movie,"

one spoctator reported.
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In Tum Duo, seven miles from Saigom, Viet ong propaganiists
visited the fanilies of government troops, wli wished them a Happy
Lunor New Your, ohitchetted about the local sltuation snd ool
inquirved sbout the soms serving the Vietnamese Armye

"plot of young people are fighting to liberate the cowmizy,"”
thaaVis Viet Cong cadve told one familys “But your som lu serving
the enemy ond the Americans. Haybe your son cen not oscape from
the engy s#f, or he can not esospe tho draft. But ho sheuld
not shoot ot the Viet Cong during a battle, o nd he should wait
on tho sidelines ready to & turn his weapon against the Americans

and the Victnsmese puppet forees.™
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South of Seigony; on the main Highway No. 4 loading to the
Mekong Delta, the Viet Cong esteblished two mined roadblocks
obstructing all treffic from a mxmm chunk of no-man's
land. They then planted Viet Cong fla gs et ok WA &
golden stor M "Happy Tear of the Horse—the Year of Vietory"
plogens slong the roadside. One Vietnamese government police jeep
Tas hlmupg nﬁmﬁﬁmmtwredmpml
carriers and tanks, but roadblocks were not remored for soveral hourse
During the luney New Yoar ceasefir e, the Viet Cong surfaced
to implement the pogram they have reportedly given top priority
for the remsinder of the year; %o agitato politically in the
onemy rear--smong government troops, along the government~controlled
ros ds, oitics and toms, while intensifying their frontline
nilitary offensives,
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