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SAIGON, APRIL 16--The U, S, State Department in Washington,

while pushing for peace talks with Hanoi, has signal led American

field commanders to publicly play down the biggest military offensive

to date in the Tietnam ware

Informed sources said the State Deparitment was embarrassed

that the largest operation of the war had been launched as moves were underway

to Dbegin peace talkse Seeretary of State Dean Rusk,#HNXI

2

questioned =heut the offensive, called it agroutine military activity.

These sources here said the gtate Department has also prohibited Americon

press officers to use the English translation of the "Toan Thang" operation——

dropped from

which me=ns "Complete Vietory." The English translation has

the mimeogrrphed information sheets issued daily by the American military
commend heres Meore than 1§§?100,000 Mmerican and Vietnamese regulars and
paramilitary troopers are operating in the coordinated offensive in the

11 provinces around Saigon.
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This move follows one other——and possibly more significante-
recent restrictive measure on American ol military officers and men
here on what they can not say for public consumption., A clagsified
directive from the American military command in Saigon has ordered
American officers and GI's not repeat not to discuss their personal
views on negotiations mn and talks between Washington and Hanoi,
While the directive was issued under the nomed of the Americen militery
command here, sources believe tHE®F the instructions leading to the
directive &ere 1ssued f::g;n the Washington level.

"”‘rﬁ‘ ’{A \Eh
Allfmilitary and

migsion spokesmen have mointained the

practice for some wecks of "no comment" on any questions

ertaining to peace moves As a result, the Vietnamese ty. ,0
P ng P . s alT} vl e D em’xzne!g. 9. y

Vietnamese population and American communi ty’ ®€ swiming amidst rumors
R

and distortions, some of which are thought to FEMNWN: be initiated
by(?e very adept Communist propaganda teams.
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As President Johnson's speech came over transistor radios

B officially

here on April 1, Mmerican officers and GI's were SENENE

adviseds "You are free to say whatever W™ you want--but remember you're

wearing a military uniform and have a taken a military oath." SE¥EF Severa

days loter the classified directive 3% was issued, which clamped down

on this freedoms

The restriction measures on American military men introduces

on a large-scale the spectire of what Western journalists here have feared

most--censorship at the source of information, rather than censorship

at the telegraph office. They view this as a far more extravagant,

awesome and blanket restriction on gheir potential military sources than

f%% oft-criticized and oft—practioed/;;¥t-sellf news managements
some senior officials ignore the restriction and voice their

=fore Touter

The typical reaction when voiced-=Gppostrr

But,

opinion anyhows

opposition to negotiationss "The only thing that can be negotiated

is the freedom of South Vietnam--and I don't consider that negotiable,"

=
one source gga emphasizeds
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"The state Department passed the word down the line to the

military commanders asking in oxasperation, twhy did you have to

start a big offensive just now!?," one informed source explalned.
n U, &

W P )

"But, I don't know why they jumped on the pEEEEE military commandergﬁ\
that operation was approved by the Joint Chiefs of gtaff in Washington.

A1l the big operations ares This is the most over-controlled war

in history. I remember during the Tet offensive the Pentagon war

room ocalled directly down to a platoon commander who vas fighti g

at Tan Son Nhut sirbase, asking i# what wes happening; qeemg if
they wore getting accurate reports.”

This "“over-control®

b

of senior Americens officials, generals and colonels for the past three

years of the wal.

by ¥ Washington has been a constant complaint

e
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Another source explaineds "The State Department is giving the

American public the impression theraﬁsﬁ§q;g£Lto be a military de-escalation

twho remember the Tet truce very sfwell—

here. Buty the military commander
see the Communists building up fér another push and they're trying to

stop it. That's why the State Department told us to keep quiet about

the American participation on Toan Thong and ordered us not use the

Bnglish translation of the offensive."
"Complete

Imerican milit?gg‘commanders feel the

Vietory® offensive is)éignifioant;’”?gﬁﬁﬁgattempt to drive the CEHEr

f%g fragmented Communist units away from the Vietnamese population centers.
The operation began A% ppril 8, but was officially announced

by the U, S. military command on April 10, During the first seven days,

586 Communists have been announced as killed and 270 captured as prisoners

or detained. Oné the Allied side, 85 have been killed (49 American,

36 Vietnimese), 430 wounded (294 American, ¥ 136 Vietnamese). Nearly
150 Communist weapons have been captured.
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(Hanks there!s alot of rumors here about a government shakeup

in Henoi, but we can not get any confirmation here. Can John Hughes

we'll see tomorrow if anything

o i

Y
3

or London check it oute.
develops here on it, Regards Bev)e
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