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SAIGON, MAY 13~-As the world pecpholes the diplomatic hirth of
Washington~Hanoi pe.ce talks, oasawm“&’"r@ are wotehing the political

ragce betwecn the snti~Commmist @verrzmcn%f and the alleg&dly pro=Communi st

peace nllinnces

The tacity crucisl rolitieal race is considercd to be shaping#f-

up—=or alrcady underw yeas President ] Nguyen Van Tﬂl&u is slated to -
FEe of
—

Vtho . widespread

ennounce this week a nge in 1113 Cabinets An imp ortan%:

";:, P ‘v. ?(,

the change is W“md ne:eam dempening

RN o T o i 1 *
ceriticism of mssjgém regime and <% blocking of potential defectiong

R e,

intelligengia to

pro-Communist Alliance of lationaly Democracy and Pecce Forces,
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%, 5!5 the other 5 sido, the # allegedly pro-Commmist ¥ poenee
e#Fc ~1licnoe is reportod to be orgemising a "peoplots CMANITe cong-Gss® %o
swoll thoir ronks and leedership ond to further indict the WP Thiou

governmont and haaten fitn d@st:matim:‘ Underground cadre af

sl thoemselves with the pe-ce allianco

fin identifying thoms

T — """""ng

hwe 'been aimulﬁting in fxr-“%‘- Sdpon e urging, in foce~to=foce
comversations, thot motional political party leadersy cooiol 'nd religious

perconalitios tggﬁa Join their pro~Communist renkse

==more routcr



2086 sag

yy 1dp
cabinct 3 (normass/decpe)

“Me (pro~Communist) oadre told me I should be rendy to i leave
for the big ammm of the Allisnce enytime after May 2,° ono
m who vﬁg" eontaet;;;;z;w%e&. 5 *ne ourious footute of tho
Congress wes a guarantee that ench participant would be placed in a sep rate
stall so that no ono would know who olse was presents I invented o roason®

why I couldn't gos"
Ao thor the current Allied militery cuccedss in blocking tho Communist

big-unit affenmw in{:a m';iga:a has squelched or temporarily delayed
the plannod & "‘"sw £ ¢ "peoplets congress™ is unknown hore at

this tinmee
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Precident Thieu's scheduled Cabinet shange 4~
came as no surprise to Saigony the surprisc was that it cam qs 1o te,
SRSl cn doncing with rumors "c;f & Cabinct shake-up since the Tet

offensive, when Presideut Thieu actually considered a reshuffle, but

was blocked by Q%f‘ conflicting power groups within the government,

Bven recently, sources close to President Myieu said they

did not know if the ch&pgjf; ,ﬂ;.nvolved only a Cabinet sheke-~up, or algo a

change in the Prlmu or a shif't in the characier of the Cabinet

from one of techneerats to cne of politiciang,
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"Victnan han & De@aullie-styled Precidontial gystom of gwbrzmnt

in whioch the prime mindster and the cobinet sot ns sort of o ezf

sofety volve,” ome informed source oxploined. " ShErEmEmMEREGTEGEEE
v r"When the pressure becomes too grest undernesthy the Prosidont

can let the stonm escape without an oxzplosion by changing the Cabinot or
the Prime Minister. Tae cmﬁmﬁ#y and legnlity of the goverment is
maintincd by the P‘m dent officos of the President »nd the Vice Precident,

and they oen put the blome on the SAHIIAS

odminlstrators, implementers ond technoorats in the Cpnbinet vhen things

0 Wron g.“
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Scme diplematic sources speculated €3¥e thero might de on outside
@ the solection

of some !@:y loft~wing politicnl persenalitics for n fow key posts might
reflect a slight modulation of ocurrent offiecinl m policy against the

Cetifiily Communist Notional

formation of a conlition government with the
Liberotion Fronte |

"The /mericrns thought they could win the political wor ‘b;yk
mking the government more demosratic," mé”’estem diplomat cxplained,
"But aftor oix months of an elected govornment, ¢hat plen does not soenm
to be workings How, aﬂ"‘mﬂ-gﬁ.m& M )@ one con moke tms
government more &emaamtig—i—ie oinply to moke less anti-~Communicte”
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From this van&@ point, come informed sources and vestern diplomatis

f5"a the Puris posce talks as “a sideshow® o the incrensingly
bitter ond bloody politico-militory wor b@ing; fought in the Southe ligt mony
soen t0 beileve the Paris posce talks E&Z‘"’ﬁiﬂﬁmide many substantive

motters AT100

ending the war in the South Victnom until aftor the

fmericon Prosidentinl nomimnting comventions, if not the ‘moricon cloctions
"1 con*t nec why t}zirsm';i should negotinte very mush with the

& lame-duck Johnson Administration,” one Weastern diplemat oxpleined, “"until

after 1t is clenr that (Sonntor Robert F,) Kemnedy io not going fo be

nomineteds If (Hubert H,) Humphrey gots the Demcorstic nomimtion, Hanod

mipht soriously start negotisting thcne But, if Konnedy gots the nomine tion,

they'll stells Johnson has to promise Henod just ng much ns KISl

Ianm&y te .ggat PerCa==nnd _1,“,_;“, w2 suspect fnnoi would ToinoTT
“wait fcr A new adnindstrotion. If Johnson and W Kennedy both offer
Henoi the orme thing, I suspest North Vietnmm would prefor to wait and

acoept the pence terms from Kenmedy.®
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Iai’o«ma m oc hore viow South Vietnam as the CruSitl DLl b

1 Divol TFes  soono of 450 GRTEISTL militemye-polical LTy

ix;sﬁastiva which would elicit deeisive ronctions and repercussion ¢
in both Peric ond the ‘mericon péiic paliticﬂl oampoigne

4 oo taved Communict dosumont explcanm ”% " sseording to our
policy, o must fight the »r ond nogotiate ot the some time. Thet then
is the p "*"27“6’)”}{3 of fizhting ond negotinting?

"egotiations, if we cro %o have negotictions, will serve mainly
to prov do us the growmdwork from which to lounch cur goneral offonsive.
fnother rcooon io to exposc the emmy‘s political attack upon us and to
show that ours is the just ccuce and BF his the unjuste This meons thot
the war will be settlcd only on the battlefield, not in tho ccm*msm@m"

(Henlcs I%11 probodbly not file m@mw mnless the govermment is

ohongeds otherwise we have o full dey of briefings. Rogurds BV e
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