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SAIGON, April 26--Henoi's seceptance 1o start talking p¥@
produced o second political bombshell in South Vietha Vietnam, its second
in four dayse :

sigon is electric with emotional, frenszied talk of pence 3
coalition government, an Americen withdrawal, wild speculation of what
will happen next—and the resstion 2 to all of this ve® is varied and w

e

mixed CONSNITH BSgr omong the different elements of the viatnamage populations
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But, Hanoi's acceptance was only a baby bombshell compared to
President Johnson's speech four days ago outlfging hig d=- de-escalation

poliey on bombing Horth Vietnam and his rafunal ta accept gx a second
2-\
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Stilly, the Saigom government, behind\cloSsé doors, and

Vietnomese politioal sophisticates were clearly snrpr&ped by Hanei's
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only four hours before the Hanol Radio broadeast its gwemtfa
answer to President Johnson, the Saigon government was known to be o
eontinuing mapping out its plans for a goneral mﬁij;.izaﬁm, calling
up all men inte militery servim between the ages of 18 and 33.
The Hanol snnounsement aid little to slleviate the "state of depressions'
agymgigem ﬁg Hguyen Van ?&1&& was known to have fallen inte osince
the Aﬁ%ﬁmerwa& Pubassy notified two days before President Johnson's
| speech of the mﬁem @m initiative towards ponce talkss
ﬁot, did tiw fisnol ascoepliance solece Viece President Nguyen Ceo Ky
who rescted to President Qsésnm‘a pease move by "sealing the eF
walls in 2 rage and cursing ﬂm mﬁam&s for &emﬂng the Vieinamese,"

informad sources reporte
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The! American ammi § 4id not seem to have any set expectations

; ~Hoval
of Iimc*’i( would reply to the Johnson peace offer, and ¥y meny Americans

were still stepping out of their daze from President J@hnwn*a

#Everything S SITRET SWORE &

swinging around in circles," one source explaineds ;
Clesrly though, the Hanoi acceptance intengified the

Long-he1d feur? jof mﬁamwm talks with North Vietnem

=more reutex
would teke on ap prolonged, agonizing form of ?ammn;wn during the Korea

Wap-—and that the bittereat, Dbloodiest fighting lay shead.
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T&s mExx politicaliy-informed Vietnmmese sophlsticates,
expeoted Henoi to flatmcut reject the President's offer;

"Henol wents 100 per oent bombing cessatiom, and wom'y talk until they
get it," one source mmm , A

Soigonens throughout last nighfeddatensd switched their
radio dials between VOA, BEBC, Radio Hanoi, IHadio Peking, MNoscow and
Igberation Radioe '

W h dissected every word of the mx Radio
commmioue oo answering President Jpohnsom, and two divergent.pes@sions
Mm&tzgim resultss Hanol did not say anything sbout South Vietnaa
Vietnam——and so the war will sontinue here, and its opposite &rmeg;h
Hanol8 Henoi's acee eccsptence to talk about anything is,gp onel

%cwwtim%mr wer in the gSouth, ‘
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- sinoe President Johnson's Monday speesh, 3Saigon has been buzzing
msmm, including ministers within the government, has been busszing
with the possibility of a coslition government, but the soales were
tipped when Hanoi sscepted te bogimm talkings

President Johnson's omitting President Thisu from the roll of
imorioon dignn igna dignitaries during his officisl visit to Honolulu
was gonsidered a "erude" diplomatic mm,i aﬁ ‘one whish indleated to
the Vietnamese that th.o Amr:im mppagt e: tha Thisu Mm was

T ImerToTi TOORNEORt night be willing to
meot ﬁam;i’a Wim &Mt&w of wspting ‘ERO Eational themim

Front into a ’m saigen governments
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4s the news of Hanoi'as decision o&ur over radios in Saigon, one
maid working for an Americsn officials execlaimeds “"PFini Jusslme-hom
boom, booms veryy very goode 1 have three brothers in Vietnamese
BT

At the wkmg level, another Vietnamese 1abam explainegds
throughou an interpreter, "If pesce comes, 1% ygulbe would be a wonderful
thing. Ih&wm nephew who is about to mﬁém drafted, and I'm
trying tcs buy him into & safe position, in a non-combat unit, .gr.e
aafe units ¥e tried to get m iata the Vietnsmese Kav;', but they
already have too many velunteers, I%ve arranged to buy him a job at the
ordnanoe depot in Vung Taus It will cost me 40,000 piastres ($400)

to give to the major-—and mfmtm%w,m‘”mm mys must hide from

the draft evade the police for another month before he can go there.

e e

?z'ankhf, it*s muoh better to raise ohickes chickens than to ras ras
raise childrens We oan sell ohickens for 100 ples plastres, but
children only cost us monmey-—and if we're luwoky we only get back the

dead body from the battlefields It would be good to have pesces
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At the other end of the economic spectrum, the upper-orust
inialleg intelleotusls began with the Commumist Tet offensive-meking
up their minds about how to get out of the country and how they would

do its They thought they hed timey the Hanoi agcepiance today
told them didn't. Some aPe trying to buy Chinese Nationalist
passports, selling under the table for 30'&,%0 riastres—$3000,
a sizenble sum of money in Vietnam. Others are attmting to buy
 Zeotian ;ma»;;ma, loss expensive, ranging from $100 + $1000 to $2000,
éep&angm W tiongse i

"hile the black market rate on the Mriaan deller has remnined
stable, the rate of French frans, a NW has jumped
from 36 to 45 mastm per fra nouv new fmm on the black mﬂ:et.

ot :

: mmalfi be tho rich, mmmmm ?ia‘hnmm who sought to
leave for France, which is t};o most likely escape hatoh for vietmmm
with Frensh zaaaim and amaeﬁcm. waaically, 2 number of French
women and children have during past weks also bam;}ymms ?ieﬁnam,
lesving behind their husbands to meintain their plantations and esonomic

intersnta,

#

Other Vietnsmese are arrenging-smche seugghed to Cambodis, and; P
AP
buy ﬂy Cembodian passports, relisble sources mmt.
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D Vietnomese W—-éirl, who had made a fortune off the imericzn
militery bulldup, bagm ’mzying ﬁiamﬁa which she c#ald sell mﬁm

she got to Framses "A ‘friend sEvITed with a Frenah husband adked

e & week ago to go to France with Wm, She seid theve's going to be a
soalition government and you end I can't live undex theme When

T hesrd Radic Hanoi last might, I dedided %o & with her end ¥l

1+ wes not uncommon %o find sizet} coniradictory emotions within

one mmzawe individuale

i 44-yeer~ol d Vietnanese businessman, mww
Yietnamone SYMY 15 yesrs ané m faaa& Mug rewuoﬁ wnder Thieu's
upsoming general mobiliz” tim scheme pondereds R o
. %m glad Henei is going to talk, =0 T don%y get oslled ups But, then
the americans BE might agree to & acttlement and in the long renges
asuth Tietnam will heve a coalition goveryment, which the Communisis
will deminates"

==more reuter
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In o business office in Ssigon, & smalo smell no knot of
had profited from the war, disoussed the Hanoi

ann®o annou communique,
A 40 yearx m mwt "Iﬁ mi, we should be pmud of the

€ omund ot vie’mm.' .‘Stat only has the United Stetes suffered a
defeat-<because the mﬁaaaa were suppeﬁeé to win th;is war nﬁimﬂy
at any cost and tha: have failath Unfortunately, m regret

thaae Vie:mﬁmsa aemtmen are cmmat and we can :w% live with thems
I fled Ny the cmwata Win 1954 from Horth Vietnam and I don't
know what I'11 deo thia timee

I P
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o hmsimamm 3a£wd the convers:tioni “Look it, If the
imericans agree %o mﬁstﬁ, we sre finished—oomp ¥ amlatelq
loats I*m afreid my children will be dumped into & Communist
Mthaﬁemmt rosy or reds Children ave just wmm
white cloth and thelr (political) cos {%eslam ean be &iy Buty
Tém sure it won't do mcmiataw gw&t&mmm‘m older
yamw:m*m already colred wlem

by 971 per um and the inflation is getiing mm., ~ Haybe with pesce

r i

we will hove sone kind of ordex instead of this chaoss

mamorTe reoutler
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A Vietnmeae army officexrt #Ttp ofraid M*é‘ mﬁ@tame
will moke my job mush harder. Ttts ¥ill be more aifficult to control
the troops—ond there is going to be more fighting ahead of us.

But why should be m%mmw troopers want o ﬁ.gi:% W risk
hﬁﬁg killed the Iast minute ha!m waa* :

A Tietnamese Mer of the Natiomal Asgeabln "1 don't
heve to worry too muShe he Gefifuni sta ere ik mart enough not too
m too touch on the kﬂ‘sﬁm&m smth Y:stmmm They need our
gooperations /nd we still have more militery «tm*h thon they doe
If they make concessions, they'll have the cooperation of the
m soldiers and politiciens, who w#ill scsommodate with thoms
But, if they're too mﬁghé, the anti~Communists will fight backe ‘

snother assemblymsn added: “The Americans are genorous people
and th#y won't abandon us without meking & deel with the Communists

not to assassinate the mtiwcmiata* But, in general 1% is very sad
ment & is just now ‘

to end the war by mseﬁatifmwthe Vietnaomese goOVern
rsady to fight=—but it is not ready to negotiate at all." :

= =MOre mntﬁr
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(ne Vieitnemese woman, with two sons in the Vietnamese ormy
and a third to be called upy Gancelled her deoision to out hexr hair
and besome & PBuddhist nun when she heard of Henol's mapﬁma. "Peace
is always good ‘she said ‘and war is elways destruotive.

tne rioh Chinese busmam bought & pct shepherd pn;:py
ag an ad&i;imal pets He m&d a rallew ssigon playboy: "If o
acaliticng government is formed, you won't have a chance to fool around
any mores ‘!’m*il hm‘re to get znmk: %o help the society heal the
 wounds of wr, S0 you should 1ive it up mow that the war is going ony

g
and before it is too lote."

The playhey respondeds “Yes, it's too bad Vietnam deam't have
8 big islend like Formosse But, ‘we have only Phu Guoo { 4s1and, which
“4s too little for the znillica ﬁgtmee vho want to flee here. Besldes,
 the Cambodians are al'ready ulsiaine they owm ?ﬁa Quoa,

An eiéaxly womeng If pesce comes back 40 Vietnam, there won't

‘be so0 many Aot imericans or so many carse I san ga‘baek\f,g;gy)mmaﬁe
and be buried properly when I die, Not like the war victims who are buried
- without anffinm“} ; ‘ 7 ;
==enditreuter
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