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(This is the first of a three-part series appraising the
many"éﬂigﬁ spectrumed developments following the Communists® three-day
blitzkrieg eriss-orossing South Vietnam. This article assesses the

impact on the American position within the South),

SAIGON, february 2--The Communists' CHFOUCU three-day
- blitz war--actually a war within a war--has opened up the possibility
of Amcrica losing her first major war in historye
An Ameiioan defeat in South Vietnam is not necessarily
inevitable, as the Communists have long maintained, mnor is it likely
to be imminent, But it is no longer an impossibility as +the American

officialdom has once predicteds
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In 2 nutshell, the communist blitz wa T haa sommexaaulted

W
ropidly, though perhaps impermanetlys, the @olibicowmilitury

balance of foroed within the southf from the ATISR Allied side towards
the Communi®t camDe
The United States, the most powerful nation militarily
in k= history, has beccme the underdog i@f ot this time in this multi-faceted
war of politicsy pasychelogy, military battles and xenophobiae
Henoce, the =ER internal options open %o $he United
gtates has shifted dramatieally in the past weeks The original policy

choice of fighting for a @ battlefield vietory or negotiating at the
""“’\ilr‘:)'Dt—D

V,/xv

eonference itable has | into miskmsx the choice of either

negotiating or boing defeateds Alsoy, within the negotiations opliong

the choice has shifted from negctlating on terms favorable to the Allies
: ,»g\‘; o 5 G et ./:’;f‘ii.f
to negotiating on Lot

wyether this balance of forece can be reversed across the board
s
by the Americe n officialdom and govermment of South Vietnam is highly

debatable \é;ifis the center of the most significant question in the nexti

few weekss
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nof coursey NO one +iT#¥s thinks the Communi sts wiFF=pash

can 'even now'push the Americans into the sea for & classical military

defeaty" one Wk knowledgeable Vietnsmese observér explaineds "Buty
TP 1o Americans can become SO politically isolated and militarily
humiliated, they will be sucked out politically by Washingtonior else

asked to leave by the Vjetnameses™
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optimistic view; The pessimists who cnce termed Vietnam Americatls
JZéﬁggw?Z:n't win® war, are now terming it & "might-lose" wer. The

pendEr ckeptics who once said the tide hed not yet turned in Vietnam

are now questioning 1if there is even a tide to turne The cynics,
officially oBUWHTIe contradicted by the Johnson Administration, wa, .noe

said the Americans were hcading for & stalemete in Vietnam are now

e e
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"they'ye not heading for a dead

NEFLESC L e

wondering if
ends Those who said they could not see 2 lighi at the end of the tunnel

now ponder if there's even 2 hole or exit a2t the end of the tunnel,
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The blitz war in Vyetnam is not considered dédisive BE nor

final here anymore than the Israeli blintz war ended the m Middle Bast

crgsgs lagt yeals But, the three=day beginning of the Communist ngeneral'e

oxjﬁpguatrywide offensive is considered to be the e pivotal

pyetmemsg prelude to the last act of the saggge bigh drene.
__The worst is yot to come, Americans and Vi ctnamer o,
offeei officials and common citizens, agree on this points But they

lock Ig at the gxavity of the upcoming gituation in different termse .
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General Wjlliam Cs Westmoreland, head of the Americen
military command, 15888k has prediocted i‘ full Phase Three pOEPYFCHIL"
positional warfare along the Demilitarized Zone and the northernmost
provincess Vietnamese and Americans both look for enother swooping
ettack coordinated between cities in the future, Victnamese sources,
but not Americens, are predicting soon the HIITR beginning of the "general®
(country-wide) Juprising of political demonstrations, economic strikes,

AT ST A WA e 0 e LY e 1

Others predict the

and violent anti-Americanisms:

Coginuni sts will launch an international and internal peace offensive

to dovetail with their hattlefield campaigns. And af few sophisticated
'Vietnémese familier with Communist strategy foresee all of these
#Elfilm probabilities climaxing simultaneously, perhaps during the

American election periods
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In shoxt, %Hae blitz war has 3= positiocned ths Communists
]

at a crucial aroqqmad«, all of whi oh are SEmemhat di%advah%;a;aous to the
American posture here, although in varying degrecs. They are:

ls £ massive military push in pcéi tional warfare pattern
along the Demilitarized Zone or a number of other places. This pushy

by itsclf, 'would proba bly noet be decisive ::Lgas:z.ns‘t the preponderance of

American firc;po"m and manpower', adk long; ag =%

Reynfierm B

Veshin ton rewrersems detevmmed.
2. Tae state of general uprising in which political £,

Pu/ Ot

egitation =mong the Vieinamese populaticn becomes both ugly and Geed=ive,

Al &)

By itself, it is doubtful the Communists could seize power solely

with 2 people's uprising, UEY this depends=—not on the American Hm

Bt

g s‘trr:;n,{ffth--. 5 on the future performance & of President Ng'uyen
an Thicu, his government and armed forcess
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3¢ A "peace" offehsive in which ¥z international
and internal developmentsiz ' would inter-ast for both psychological
and political advantages of the Communists,

4y More military atté;ks into the urbaé centers
designed to crode the Vietnamese government's support in the cities and
enong the middle and upper classess-—their last shreds of internal
éupport among the populationg—and to wear down the will of the
governmental apparatus to resist the Communists.

5¢ All four of thesey; or some combination thercof, in
which the Americun military preponderance would be outflanked
on the battleground, xmmx —-which the blitz war temporurily aooompllﬁﬁ;&-

outmeneuvered on the negotiations issue or neutrelized by pelitical

chaos in the Vietnamese citiés.

B s
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The blit;izgr dramatically illustroted=--at least to
e
Vietnamese spectators-~tiris neutraiization of American nmilitary power

_well=time
by zgaj;‘mgcraéwthwbo&rd orchestration of political factors and
military actionsy, operzting 2 various levels, With regimental or
battalion atiacks, some of the Allied-a2m airbases were assaulted and
partially destroyeds AV o lower level, some of the dirt~strip airbases
in provincial capitals were not assaulted, but simply held under siege

by & hand-ful of sniperss Other airbases, :é%u major ones, such as Danang,
were not assaulted with close-in combat troops, but were simply vocketed
and z‘mrtare@_ from long-ranges Saigon's sprawling Tan Son Nhut airbasey
for cxample, wes :mb,ject to pitohed battles, mortar fire, sniper siege

NN

and cuerrilla raidse
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More significant, however, American servicemen in Saigon
were bottled up in their billets for daysj they were politically isolated
and miiiﬁzg‘x'ily neutralizeds A few billets came under sniper siege
and tedious harassments The American officialdom oFe¥Fe ordered the
servicemen to remain in their billets for fear of the grave politicall

conscquences of an anti-American jnoident in the highly emotional avo

atmosphere as well as the Wm‘ "hagardous" conditions

throughout the citye
Aster 48 hours of miwgn American-ordered siege, some
servicemen were transported to work under armed @ escorts mmmemT but

for days, American troopers and airmen,nSiix ordinarily frontline fighters,

Ia’.")

watohed the war # from their rooftops and balconey§ as they listened
to rock 'n roll music and wrote letters home,
Militerily, the Communist forces could never have defeated

go meny American servicement at one time--but at a critical moment, the
ana negatedo

servicemeni wore simply neutralized
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