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SAICON-~Victnamese Foreign Ministen Tran Ven Do said
free clections would be "a big gemble® for his country.

"We dom't know what the results of the election will be," he
saide "But we want to be raally? truly democratie so we take the
risk to have am election and 1% is only faiw that we m mccept the
results.”

%,

optomistic than: those of high officials within the Jobnsom Administration

The statement of the vetersm diplomet wos distinetly less

in Washingtom, who have claimed that the Saigozz government could
ot~
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beatx the Gommuniat' 1 South Vietname
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Dr, Do; a medical dostor by profession, o]
an offieiall observer at the 5’ 1954 Ceneva Conference ending the
French Indo~China War. He openly wept whem the French and the
Communists signed the agreement dividing his country into a Communist
North and an anti=-Communist South.
"We are now om o deadline to have free elections (im South Vietnam),
he exﬁlained. nIf we can't have elections by the end of 1967
(whiéh the government has officially axmoxmced); it will bYe a failure——
a collapse. But we are convinced that we will control enough

@erﬁtory and people to have the election.™

(More)
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The distinguished=looking foreign minister said that

fpn jolulu Conference attended by President @: Lyndon Johnson

B South Vietnemese leaders carlier this month was 5%
a "gamble, toos The question is now whether or not we can obtain
and reach the goalsy" which have been given world=wide publicitye.
The exelusive Mteﬁiew with the Foreign Minister; made last
waek; came in the aftermath of the statements by Sems Robert Kennedy
(Demoy N, Y.) advocating thet the Communist Viet Cong be given -
a chtmk' of power and respbnsibility in the Saigom governmente
"We can't accept the ‘pmpositiom to have the Viet vcmg in
the South Vietnamese govermment,”" Dr. Do emphasizeds "We have
seen the results of the & troiks system in Laos and it has never
workeds So we never accept such a proposiﬁom A &’L coalition
govem&ent has never worked either in under-developed countrics

or in Central Europes) «sesThe Commmists will succeed to take over, the

e p @ ;«
govemment, if not by force, 'hhan soonar or la‘terW

t @x Iik l
their a,dversa.riesf‘ L H“ @

(Moxe)
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Dre Do said the statements of Semator Kennedy were based
on "alot of misunderstanding." EHe u%urged Yesterm: 1eaﬁerén§
not to @misicm a "demooratic regime im sn OQecidentsl ecmzep'&iem

He explained that the South Vietm,me se peeple have for years
1iv-d under French cclenialism end dictatorial regimes end so “we aren'sy
able to have natiom,liﬁ;‘; parties ’as; well organized as the &@emst
Portye 1In Asia or Africay the 6@ Gommunivte arc the only party
well axéwrxiged and diseiplined. In Vietnemy; we have en sconomio-
pelitieal-social struoture notrpinot ceomperable to more advanced
eomtri@s 1like the United States or Europes 80 we can' t afford to
hove o democratic regime im Occidental comception.fuse¥We have to t@
give the pecple political educatiom so that vhenm elestions are held they

will have some mﬂmng. Some pemle say.we should have elections nows-

but they will be ng mani:agless if the people aren's prepared and
they don't know {i‘f oy are voting for."
(Moze)
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The “gam‘bls"‘z of free elections in South Vietnam is directly
related to the future success or failure of the two-year fpociftication
Program, vhich was discussed extensively at the Homolulu confereneebt,\
in en attempt to fight the war on the social-cconomic front as well

ag the military fromt.

Reljable sources ostimete that ocurrently the South Vietnamese

AR

government ¢ Pl controls fifty rereent of the nation's

fourteen-plus milliom peopley twenty five per cent are considered

- the

+0 be eontrolled by the Communist Viet Cong and

remaining tmnty five percent live im "contested" area /

By the end of 1967, when free elections are officially

scheduled, the Vietnamese govermment hopes to have seventy six
percent of the population secured and living umder its controls.

The Victnemese government has © 111 hopefully planned te . %aa,aify"
about thirteem or fourtecem percent of the required twentyfive percent
by the end of this years

(More)
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Tn this narrow belt of ﬁ villages to be pacified, wural
éﬁ construction teams are assigned to give the popula,ﬁi}gn
o TAER.

political instruction, to help them build sehools and T

fo assist in training local villagers

g )
self-help pEde projects
to provide rural defense.

; "We hope that in two years, our rural construction iteams
o New i QL B,
WWﬂ;ing in pacified areas THREREIPNT cducate nnd assist

our people,” Dr. Do explained. "We hope that in two years we'll
ve sble to hold free electiomss It's a matter of phasing and
timing. ’ .

~ "If wo heve free cleotions 7ith the pecple well educateds
then wetll ascept the result of the election-—;t's only fair., We
talke the risk to have the clection and aaoeét the resulte™

Drs Do said it was "difficult" +to achieve a military victory
in this type of guerrilla war, but that a type of political victory

would result by bringing security to the villegezg end then ammgj}
- e introducing education, building sohools’ and

prosperous era with more liberties for our

Y
vl
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"We always went to negotiate with the Communisis on a basis \7€4ﬂ?7"
they stop their aggression,"™ Dr. Ba>s%§§ szide  EmETEREERENSr

He explained the government's three-part program in desling
with the Viet Cong internally., First, those "that misunderstand us,

can join us (in the Open Amms program for returnees)s second, “Those

i iy,

who vant to go back to North Vietnom can ges® third,
: 1{!: R g

11 be treated as pirates and CTHE

vho make neither'

cutlame and we'll eliminate them.™

Dr. Do cxplained, "We want nothing in Forth Vieinam=--all we want
is that NP8y North Victnam stop their aggression-a;na withdraw
their troops beyond the seventeenth parallel.

"yo vant Wg'more." And he added r@ hestily, "We want no lesse"
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