SATGOB=A highwrenking imericen officisl on & faot-finding
vinsion 5o ¥ from Yeshingtom vas Tecontly enting dimer with s
the merked detexiorvation of the intermal politiocal situstion,

The imericsn offficiszl acked if they were not onsouwraged
"after recent GVGMLE: ovemts,® men ning the bombing of Narth
mmunuaxmm The Vietnamese wife ochipped

‘wﬁ‘gww:mww
aggression arainet North Viet Nam@® i
indiceted how Tidenaffoctmthen much more werried sbout Saigon
politics than they vwere yo-ssoured by the bombing of Horth Tiet Fame

(Bore)
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For, the bombing waids against Torth Weotnon—ineluding the
largest one this weel-ecenme parsdoxicelly when the internal
politicel sitvetion is pi potontially zipe .i‘orlw negotintod
sattlements
In choxrd, wts ga the Americae nnilitexy %t posture
erons tougher--or nore hevicish--~the internal politisel line is in
pvarellel growing softer leeming tows rds dovish reutralist setitlements
These are the fectors which ave worrying the anti=-Cinmmunist ¥icineamese
gsincc the {irst retaliatory bonbing of Worth Viet lam on February ‘_____:?
ie 'ﬁm minpm vise of the militant Buddhist mtim, which
mmmamttﬁfnwmw force in the countyy=—
second only to the Viet Cong m Commund st pulitta&l machinew—ond their

nanmm moxa killing fellow mm m fear is thia 1m could
in time camae the collapse of the Vieinamone ammed forces and governmentes

Ze A% loast one quarter of the ministers in the now government
formed February '~ aye considered "Buddhist mimistersp® another
cne~guarter ore considered ¥ pro-Fremch, if not french egents the
reneining half are comsidered "the best-intentioned bunch of nitwite

ever o i1l a m Cabinot.¥=they are considered weak personnlities
who would cesily bend under zxmainm political pressure from

Wm”«‘/

fm - ralist rmam ~ Fo :_exm‘z zi,a, prepared to resist the Buddhiatr
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s0ted A 8 CUDOTIOTErTIGite m.mmmzwm
attenpt and oubsequent dismiseal of Lte Oen. lguyem Fherh ss
Commenier-in=Chief, the Vietnemese militavy cowwil diminished in

an saii-Coseinsiat poi politiosl ccuntsz~balanse to the the pyvowneulsulist
Tuddhiots sans pOEDe Mﬁam&ammmsmrx&m
angioet tlemseivesy ot least one goneral has slipped over 3¢ the
penct.

“4e 1 pouce movemess bt ¢ srfeced in Seigom, thich the govermeont
officiclly Inbolled ne Commumist-inepired, The movement hae sirculeted
a petition selling for ¢ oensefire without oondi bl omeei thoat Cenending
the Cemmmiat olements etop their aggressiom. Thie sovanent bes
ohtoined the signnturos of 473 per-ongwncny of them the most
resprotad "high Testety” wper-crurt Layur of Vietnome oo sosietys. Thile
mmnfmmwmmmmmumnm;uu
viping u stodents snd woskors o rpoerband hedr couse by strect
cgmonntrotionn soninet the sewivel of k %onth Foreon troopss—and by
fmplioction timx oalling for the withivewsl of /mericsn troopse

(Moro) ;
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4. The anti-Commundst SeewmsbE-rerste of the Vietnemece sooiety

disoredited since the February 19th coup attempt. The fmericons

$mx officials in Seigon are generally ® discredited by both the
loft-vings faction vho hold he-Sytbetatntss remonsible for the
Februsry 19%h ooup attempty and by the right-wing faction who fesl
Uni tod States policymskers have made a gemeral mess of m the
politicel situation, hence & jeopardising the anti-Communist war
efforte he most important operetive element—the armed forces—are

mmmmmummmm the fear is that a "push for

peace” might cause its collapses Tor the first time, officers of as
low & rank as captain are sttempting to sond their families to France.

(1oxe)
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Horth Vietnas and scuthern Less, and imternslly by the use of Amoricem
Jote te pound Viet Jomg gwerrills slrangdnliveand sre intermetiomelising
Tt & second trend is for memtomn fover wd fever soii-Comuniste
twe tronis ave considered to be in perallel if "mchington imtonds to
negotictow--the tough militery stance would be ounsidered enmough to
give Mmerionn sn spporvent militery wiotory, Wt the Communists would
be adnitted imto o coalition governmentehioh would be the prelude to
mmmmmmunmam

{i@ove)
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*7% 1g » vrinaiple frotkteckdwimwd thet the hotter the
@ii4eecr vmpy the mowe the Commwiste wiil M thopelitionl
anbvesmives,” seid cpe cvunter-puerrilla expert.
ﬁw’tfuﬁnwmmﬁ&w%m#mmm
nwnnmummmnmm & fow consider
tho bonbing reids have only erested a second probless
nere conslder the enti-Coamnist wor lotte The aptinicts delleve the
Wsmmumwwmuwtm«m
o gomsiess qusstion erong the possintste is whether Amwsioan
mmwmmxmuﬁwmmmm,
mumxi»mammtmnummmm

Vietnus Lo now fnofdentals Jmeviesn poliegmrkers, iF they it to

hold in douth Viet Tamy gmmwmmmm

(sore)






 bawken uwp besouse of the tense politicel climate, mmmm

and vho ave our enamica?™ mmmmw%
pendereds T hove to sck nyself that ocach time befove I cend out
dimer imvitsilons.”

in inoreasing number of the njot set of Saigon® have begum
middle and upper-class elements have for years, in o limited scoope,
sided with the Viet Jong by payilig taxes, But this tock the form
of ;roteotioniam againet Viet Cong gangnterism—rithout eny political
ﬁﬁmeMMcwm

"I is a time when each Vietnamess hos two feet and twn faces,”
explained one depresesd Tietnsmese housewdfos
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