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SAIGON--Willingly or unvillingly, the Buddhist.movement
in South Viet Nam today is openly and obviously mbddmgmbhe o

8& the Communists,

, iddleclass Seigomese and Western diplomets apgue that .

¥
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Buddhist lesders are simply allowing themsolves to be used by
the Commmistes .-, -~
Others argus that’ some GHSHRSE 1% ROT e1i—of the
decision-meking mmat leaders are simply Communist agents.
Others lodk ot thulmpniistummmin the effects of their
policies snd conclude they are overt Communist coire.
But the almost unamimous opinion of Western diplomatow-and
more important, the impressions among Seigonese—is that the
Buddhists sre mw one way or another helping
the Communists.sk

guerrillas,” said one Western diplomat,

this country in five nimitos
through rolitical subw
‘ ersion.n
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imericen officislow-and some of the prese corpSe-who
openly sympathized with the Buddhdsts in their fight
ageinst the Ngo Dinh Diem regime last yeor eve now
obviously ixked at the troubles the Buddhists ere creatings
0fficially, howover, American officiels meintein that the
Buddhists ere simply memuevering for more political power
in the weoming government, but $hax ave not Commund ot
agento,

"It's stupdd to ask if the Buddhist leaders ave
Commmni 5t or noty® -~
ﬂwmehmﬁ%mp@m;fwm
neking, They are meking the government so wesk it con not
fight the Commnistewand this is tho exaot policy of hmx
our Communist enemios,™ o
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“We will never finich with the Buddhiots,” he continued,
*The Communiete have infiltreted the movenent end the resl

morks con no® do anything sbout ite If we (the Vietnemese

government) does not put them back to a position & as s
religiome=ond keep them out of politics-wwe will never finich
with then.”

o
A Vestern diplomet sgreed with the Vietnemese officiale

“The record of the Buddhists over the past yesr is s@epping
from one slippery stone to amother jockgying for position,

They've taken adventage of overy comcession we've (the government)

D —
mode theme- i cach of thelr final demends HEEMHE: has
been brolen tho mext day,™

fA0 P
Another Vietnemene, % watches the politiecsl
BCeney, = oald, “I"wmtamwm%hatzmnmm
zmamtmmmmmatmmmymﬁmw
Ngo Dinh Diem and his femily, I did no$ think the Buddhi ato
m‘iogmmhym%muﬂnpw, I thought maybe the

hipEYtvel Buddhists at the high levels and the low levesl
levels had the same goals of the Commnd st swwto get rid of
Dieme Bud now I thivk the Communiets have infiltrated

8% 211 lovels, pa rticulerly the middb. olass levol,"
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He expleined the pyremid-type hiersrohy of the DBuddhist
orgenization as "cort of snother government.® Ho said the

&;@ broad-base at the grasse roots % begins in the
: <.
the villages end oity precints, wrising %o the dletrict lovel,

thrn the provinces, mmmmnmwmmat

é institutes im Saigon.

In Saigon, the nationwide orgenizetion epemes to

mmwmwamwmﬂmm the Venerable Thich
Late 7 '

b -y, bd mat. M&O m wenls MME SonGLd
o figuwohoods MmN o heads tho ————

mm«mwmam, mmmmm Metm

wfmmvmxemmmm& who was the

principal stratogisot of last yeor®s campalgn sgainst the
ligo Dinh Diem rogine.

amx,mx&mmm hm&t@dmm
Nfbgeinﬁxe&nwimmmlastmaﬂe@

Dien rogime
oracked down on Buddhist pagodes, An increasing mumber of

Vietnomese intellectusls are now oalling him a Communist

Gadre, But the highest vanking government officinls (Informatively
General Khanh) say that it con not be pmeﬁ.

- Other covernmentofPieials argue 'm} "we'll never know i
Tl Queng 15 & Commumdsteabut hot

5 aoting exactly according to
Communi st poltey.p

(more)
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"We oon never chedk or find out if he's a Commundst,” he

continued., "Tow cen loock and lock for s Communict Party card
on himy bDut you will never, never find it."

Poralleling the/fis Clerdoal Institute is the Institute for
Seoulsr Affsirs, hoaded by the Venerable Thich Tam Cheus

Chaty areﬁ:mﬂmﬂmw‘sm, mmm&mw

public of statenents, mﬁ talked with the
reprosented the "softline”; moderate view of the Buddhist
position, Few believe ho is e Commmist agent, but odmits
that he is Communiget & dominatods
As Cheu has made promises and comprdmises with the govermment,
tho Hir "hard-1ine" morks around Tri Quag have & braken than,
"I%'s all o game they play," said one Vietnemese officinl,

wmm»m@amtmﬁmmtmm
gﬁh@n%hmmm. mmwmmwamuw
, Just for loughing, wsmatmmmmxa
comedy, *

(Hoxe)
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But the mein wosk of the Institutes is delegated to
commi seloner-genorals for specialized nffairsw-such as youthy

information, weligious affeivs. This is termed the middde-level

of the Buddhist nrwﬂ.wﬂen, and most Vietnomoese observers

e

Buldhist 1M—m&amxa oadre, though some
afthmmrhwmaofmmﬂmmﬁm

liost obrervers believe the delirious pace of events during
past wecks is the Communist resotion to the Tenkin ineidents

and ﬁm& imericen bombing of Nerth Viet Nem, I¢ im

s
-
"

the reaction for whtah:\;?ae Amoricen=bocked Vietnemese
governnent was least Wm Imediately
following the American bombing in North Viet Hem, the
threat sppesred to be a Nowth Vietnemese ground invasion
or seriel attacks, badked by Communist China, ﬁm this

did not mnterialize, the government foared an all-out
militery compeign by Viet Cong Communi st euerrillas, with

regimontole=nized nttndcs against provineisl Gapitals and
importont instellations,

(tore)
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But imstead; the Commmists stepped into the politicel
avena first to weelen the anticommmist Pforces in the
Vietnamese government and armed forces, ond them o
moncuver for e pro-Communist government during the

\\ Viataﬁme i
The bettle is oleorly ome which the | entioormmint st -

mst deal withe }h!hzm&mmsmmw

additional fmericen alvisors, Mmeriocmn wilitery SUPP 11 Ok

.

i e

will not be able to

even further Americean reteliations againet North Viet Nopew

the imeviteble eonfrontation

botween the Puddhists smd +he enti-Communiat gwst
foroes in Viet Nem.
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