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SAT Gy ﬁP"?IL 12«=pn eocalotion tovm*ds heavier fighting is ezpected

soon in the battle arcund Khe Sanh,

But, the form of the fighting by both sides hns ohanged tacticelly,
reliable sources repartgww

The speotre ot & magaive Comnundet ground ascault in the setpioce
fashion of Dion Bién Phu hoc va.nlsshed at this rointy; these sourcen said,
Pirat, becruno of the immeneity o:f Amemoan military power and mobility there,
seeond, beenuse the American commend is yoportedly CEFHINFTHESETEo
shifting tho holding power of the base frcm Amex-ioan Marine to Vietnomeoe

@

reguloreg—-ond even those regulars Viatm*nesae iorces could be withdrawne Thixd,

it

il v
/The significance of Khe Sanh for She Communists has oonsistontly been measured

by officinl nources as o hmfje dramatic hinge to swing the /merican

politicnl porty oonventioné:wuﬁ' not the electiong which meant their gremnd

assault should have come in July, vahen the monsoon 2ains also bogon %o shift in
their favor, Buty, Prosident Johnson'?mlp;il 1 oliminated the American
conventions and election as the pévot decisive point in the Communist timetable—
end homo tho political sfn olgnifiesnse of ¥EEETS ko Samh aldo venishod

ﬁnom the cgjmawnzzﬁ_!w those souroes reports
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In the wake of the“20,000-men Allied operation around the combat
basey, the Communists have reportedly shifted from positional warfare,
once used to besiege the former Marine base; to mobile warfare of
harrassing and briefly contesting the Allied forcese In short, they
have shifted to a mobile, momentary frontliney, wrather than a
rigidk oner”/ reling the base camps

rmerican Bb tacties have also shifted from the Marine concopt

of holding a staticy fixed position--a concept ordered by .theiw
supesied~, superior headquarters——to the Army concent of highly mobile,
heliborne operations covering wide ¢xpuNsSE™“@Epe~~m expanses quickly and
with more flexibilitys. The Army cene®t concept is essentizlly the classical

soarch-ond=destroy operation Geneml williem c. ﬁ’eetmmland hcxs e’sp'uu
;. 7. P,

¥ 4

ipplomenwed consistently attempt to employm./\ g
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The relative mildness of the ‘controts thus far--relative
compnred to the spootre of Dien Bien Phu~-has lesd to the conclusion
anong nany leading WeETIMe Vietnamene sd@i6h salon politTiBifmT

W
politicinns HOPE thot CIPISHTTIE o tOOTIY tecit diplomatic QGWME
deal had beon made between Weshington and Honol to militarily
disongage in the Khe Sanh arvea. This viow—while wic.espreag in
./j
sophistionted oimles horo—=however appe rs to be M by
pro=Frenoh, 42 not pro-~Communict elements sitriving to widen the

suspicion and cleavage botwecn the

American of ¥FSTL officinldom here and the Victnomese governmente

The gist of this line is thet Washington and the Communists have alreedy
made o deal for a preo-cocked pencoy in which South Vietnamese would be
sold out by the Amarioans. Thia line of renaoning appenrs to be an

extonsion of the m propagan o cireulating in saigon, Hue
and othor cities during the Tet offensive, &fEn intimating thet the

Mmerican command had deliberately lot the Communist troom into the
cities 2s o means to foree the govermment of President Nguyen Vin Thieu
to negotintes Thoe result of this whirlwind of ia propagenda hes hos

been o not lack of confidence on the port of Vieitnnmese leaders in
T j D
the mericans, | & groat desl of confusion in the mh minds of pro-imericon,

onti=Communists. Stignificrntly, nedther the fmerican commond nor mission

4
apokesmn ore countering this prepo propaganda, 3&911% they e »
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Howovery more studious and informed sources hore believe
that no teeit Hanoi=-Vashington understonding hed becn renched about

¥he sanh for those tNPES rensonss

l¢ The Communict stratogy is not to de-encalate the
militory war vhile nogoti:ting--but to esocalate ite This position;
W% olo-rly oxpressed in o memmoth 08 orptured Commumist decument,

atates that "Pighting continues until the emergence of & situntion

where bhoth nices are fighting indecisivelys 'Iheng a situntion

where fighting nnd negotistions are conducted simultaneiously mem

ney emerges In fighting while negotiating, the cide which fights

more otrongly will cé##te compel the afi adversary to accept his conditionse"
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] 2¢ DBoth Redio Henol and the Liberatio; Radio i e VHE™wouthesrn—
‘Viet Cong Eﬁve commonted ot length cbout Operation Pegesus/lom Sen™ 7/
which they call the "Flying Heorse" operstione They heve claimed
victories thore, which seem exaggerated in Vestern oyes, and™

to such an oxtont thet it sppesrs the lifting of the sioge around
Fhe Sonh hos put them on the propagande defensive, ThI§ Their
broadoanta fo% foreonant more fighting and are espevcially vitrolic
about Goncrnl Vgntmoreleands

The Iqberation Front Preecs, similar to radio broudsasta frem

Hanod t’ snidy "The fighting and vistorice ot Khe sanh sre o ofbig
nlep in the mouth of defected Gemeral Westmorolond whem he left V3 otnan
for Washingten and boasted the military situntion of the Ameriesns in tho
South hos improveds With our trend of one victery after another victery
(arcund ¥Khe senh), the peoople =nd the militery forces in Quang Tri province

(along the demiliterized. zone) will meve forward to cain bigger
-

B e

viatm‘ios,‘{ push the mmericans i ona their vuppets down into &n
abyss of odfif,c complete defo te"
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e

The classical Communizt military tactici that they have used

for yours hos been to withdrew in the face of supenbef superior forces

or when the military disadvaniages prevailed against their staying
e il :ﬁq,@ partial
in some victorious wunnarwmwﬂeaeaﬁ: e

b 4
2

if in fact they heve withdrawne-would
™
=14 /

euit them

Ccmmunj it wl hdrﬁwal

femfhnont with Peshington to militerily disengsgee

Just how nmeny Communist iroops were ever arcund the Fye Sanh
, h

base was

have withdrawn and why is still 2 source Of“iﬂaﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁg(

ol
»g'f

£

metter of conjecture egkeven a month d¢0—~when and if they

g
™, "\J *

at Kne Senh consistently mointained that two divisions were nu r the base

including

who verif

some in lLaos,

ieﬁ this. Others, »aowever, believed that only "elenenia™ of

and that they hadé

two éivisions were in the arecis

Pt

‘he

o
4

washington statement by Seereiar

Communist divinions withdrew bo¥

saptured prisoners and defectors

of Defens 1a fﬁﬁ »lifiord
SV G A P 7<9

gm. beosuse of overwhelming fmerisan firepower is also
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“we know there were two full (Communist) divisions around
Khe senh by Mareh 30, with enough people to mount en o¥¥r offonsive,
vhetheor they chese to assault or noty" one high-ranking Ameridan officer

explaineds "We don't know vhoreth thoy've gone now—or cven if they've

to be nirpower and artillerys There was certainly no one on the ground
to moko them leave before that the Fi rroune First Adr Cavalry ond Vietnomese

moved in."

e L R ————
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4e TFor the Communicsts, Khe Sanh lost its politice
politionl rignifieance with Precident Johnson's April 1 spocohs
The proveiling view of officinls im Seirom was that Khe Sanh was
importont to the Communists only as a hinge to swing the Americon
politicnl nominations or the elections. Hencey, their at;z grand
cround ascoult—-if sotunlly plammed=-would hove been launched in July
or August, Ior maximum impnet within Amoricas
Buty, on April 1, Ppesident Johnson in effect agsumed the
Kennedy position by undertaking negotiations and pﬁ%mpoaing a political
settlomonts /And by refusing to acocopt a mgi'enomimtion for the Presidency,

: o i
lpe Johnson ineroased the likelihood for Hanoi it would Hanoi might

be foocod with a hard-line Richerd Nyzen as the next prosidenty rather
thon e coft-line Robort Kouidfs Kennedy,

=anore reuter
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Richerd Nixon is m";m important ¢ symbol to the Henoi
lendership thon meny Americans at home mey congeive, The Henodl leadership
now-=tho ones that fought the ¥ Pronch neorly more then o decade ago--
were aware that Nixzom as ViSe Amorican Vice President in 1954 .
advocated tho™hh that Amorican atomic bombs be used in support of the

French ot Dion Bien Phuy relinble sources report. g

Honoe 4 as a means to stimulate political agitationg

Viet Cong propuaganda agents in Hue 8¥@ 20l
vhich hos already been badly hit ¥ by American firepower, are reportedly
saying, "We just as well fight in the streets because the Americons
are going to drop on atomic bomb omn Hue anyway."
(Hanks mny &“&polo%ea for getting this to you so lates, There'y
very little =ccess to infom;::lon about Sk Khe Sanh from here. I suggest
thot next week end I pop up to that operation for several daysdm”

Bven if there's not a gpectacular action story by

then, we onn do a better job following and amalysing it, Vhat do you

think? Regords Bev)e
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