(Morgan Gandy)

SaTGON 10220 (UPIS) The American and Vietnd mese governments have
uncovered aye potentiall sécret weapon to win the war against the g, %
Communists =— low-cost electricity for the rural villages. )

The project —— pushed and sponsored by Pressdent Iyndon Johnson ==
covers sypplying low-cost cooperative electricity to more than one qﬁarter
million Vluuﬂ;qeue villagers. They become members of the cooperative =
or shareholders =— for 6;5 hundred pisstres or eighty four cents =
which can even be paid on the installment plan.

In a separate military=-pacidication program, at least one national
P
road will be £EmF floodlighted into "aye great white way". The eighty=-mile
long Route Number Fifteen from Saigon %0 thé copstal resort tomn of
Vung-Tau is scheduled to be the first of the national highways to be
electrified.
4?5
teut facing Vice President Hubert HHH Humphrey, during his-mmremlips
current visit, will ge to unsnarl the Americen buresucracy and then
unleash this dynamic revolutionary political weapon off the rice-paddy
launching pade.
The special cooperative rural electrification projecty announced by
- Presddent %;ﬁ Johnson June last year in his South®ast Asia Aid Progrem,

is already at least six months hehind shhedule. The President said that

the construction of the rural electricity projects would bsglﬂ cvember

last yéar and would be completﬂd by April, 1966, "but now we'1ll beylucky to

start construction in sixz months," one k3 highly reliable source explained
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The five-million dollax appropriatiom by Congress last year,
earmarked especially for ii:Z%ggee—province electricity projeaﬁ§
has slreedy been diverted elsewhere, "and fumds are just trickling
in for the project,” one highly reliable source expiaineda

One Vietnamese letterQWTiti}r borrowed the words of Vice President
Humphrey and asked the question—-"When wié?x.the lamp of hope will
ahine in our homes?"

One high-ranking official exp lained, "We have the approval
of the President, the Washington officisls, the Vielnemese government,
imbassedor Henry Cobot Lodge~but the middle~level American bureaucrats
didn't get the word. They caused us delay after delay. Those bastards
nave caused us to Tose at lcast six months timee ’

4l didn't think knit-picking buresucrets could subvert Congress
and the President--but, sister, <they sure cal. We got two lines
in the Honmolulu Declaration (2bout rural electrification)=--maybe that
will shut them up. And M maybe lir. Hnmphré%@ill ask enough questions

to get things moving a little fagter."

(More Malloy=-—ED)
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Vietnamese villagers have-veemsmeind lettors addressed to

President Johnson®-and to the Vietnamese chief of state both protesting
the delays in rural electrification project and expressing their

future hopes for its

In the letter to President Johnson, the 2 village¥ssfrm§
Bien Hoa province wrote, "Unfortunately, during the recent month
of November, we have been receiving humdreds of inquiries from the part of
the Vietnamese farmers members and non-members of our co~0op; some
inquired about the starting date of comstructiony, others wondered
whether oonstrucfion materials and supplies have been ordered, while
many of them borrowed the Vice President anphrey'Sﬂétatemenﬁ'to uss

'When the lamp of hope will shine in our homes?"

(More Malloy-—ED)
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£a vhi:  that provinde $he Viileders wented $o hold
protest demonstration illustrating their demands fox the rural
electrification projeci—-but govermment officials convinced them to settle
for writing a letter to President Johnson. ("0f course, the President
never got the letter. Those bureaucratic basterds held it up»; " ome
gffte source explained)s (8¢e text of the letier the President
didn't receive).

Accoempanying the letter to the President was a list of
onethousand ecight hundred signatures of village peasanis, some of them
saying they represenfed as X many as fif}een additional families., Some
of the signatures were z;eatly penned in blue ballpoint ink, others were
serawled in pencil--and the primitive Montagnard tribesmen 5@ +
who couldn‘t(vg'ite signed with a fingerprint of red ink., The signatures

A

and potitions With the letter to the President filled a plastic-bound

- one inch thicke

e
£

§ =
\Wietter from the Tuyen Due province ze

co=op representatives to Vietnemese chief of state Gemeral Nguyen Van

noteboak

Thieu read in paris "ﬁere there is light; darkness will withdraw;
and whore it is wealthy, there is norptnot e@mxmists. We atrongly
believe that once the rural electrification program for Tuyen Duec
province is achieved, beam of light will push back darkness, the
repression of communists, who always take advantage mm of the darkness

to harass and rape homest citizens, will be more effective."

(More Malloy=-ED)
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The three provinces imvolved im the special Presidential
hmdredfifty miles northeas‘t

rural electrification project are Tuyen Ducy
of Saigonj % which eventually imcludes z twelve thousand
potential families or approximately seventwo thousand person

Am ‘Giahg province, ninety miles southwest of Saigom, which will eventually
include t@etwentyfive thousand families; or about one hundred fifty
thousand persoms and Biem Hoa province, about twenty miles northeast

of Saigon, including ten thousand potential families or about sixty

thousand personse

(More Malloy--BD)
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The Bien Hoa and Tuyen Due projects will tap existing clectricity

& e =
gources, but themg source of power in An Giang will require
the eventual comstruction of deisel=-fueledise eleciricity-produeing

plant Sel :

e,

in establishing the rus al

The first step
cooperative requires opeming ike discussions and meetings with
village leaders, and then to the entire population that wants %o

join in the selected 'u-eaa. »%gst wo;k ha - been done Aw
NC‘COI?C ot «f Loy ?'*!,.a PN

Tuyen Duc provi ce, wheré nghe first day 41\%91' ﬁ";‘%%’? Qf ;l;he Jg}\/e e
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amlets were lined up %o sig&\ and become memﬁe% N ’} Ao ES .

Some of them wernmidmesim hed to wait in line for more than an hour

to get up to the desks Tfhat was about fortyone percent of the

eloven thousend families in the aree—~-we expect soon t0 have sixty

per cent and the village chief said we'll have g eighty percent soon,
“But, we've had to stop signing up people-—once they si@ up and

P L
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pay their onehundred piastres they want the power Bhghi. now==they

can notrptnot mnderstand the delays that we're having. Wetlre
gitting on 2 pgéd powder key because these pgﬂ people‘ are driving nme
erazy., Once they psy their one humdred piastres they want eleciric
power right now,"

Only several hundred people have beem allowed 0 join into the

coo;pera,tives in A.né Giang and Biem Hoa provz.ncea until the projects

Lt Ll

closer t0 the data of construction,

(More=-iailoy——ED)
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The high-placed source said, "this cen be the secret weapom: the
anti~c@37unigt%hfve been looking fors The whole Vietnamese countryside
is in ferment--those people are moving up in the world. The primitive
Montagnards first saw electrieity in the (Americem parts of) the Speecial
Forces cam won't go back to their villages.

"If wo cen get the women (in Vietnam) interested in this, then
the standard of living will increasc. It's notrptnot just an electric
1ight bulb so the kids can study at nighte I know in wnderdeveloped

- ountrles the first thing ‘th women buy is an eleetri\.c iron--vhich

;

‘-vwﬁ'ér from an hours of time with these charcoal onese
% "fhen the woman will want to buy more and will push the men to
plant more lamd--and tg get an electric irrigation pump sc they ocan get
three crope a year instead of just one, Thew theytll want {;a send the
son to high schools Rural clectricity is the catalyst that triggors
the whole revolutionery ferment and change in the countryside-——
it opens up all soris of doors. Yes, this is a seeret woapon=—

bringing deylight %o the darkmess-—just e because there are hundreds

of women going nuis or wild about ite"

(Endit=-talloy=-ED)
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