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SAICON, MAY S~-Intelligence sources here report Tashington
polioynckers are preparing to stop mziaan bombing redds over Herth
Vietnam in the very nosy future,

The move, if offocted, would come at a time when the visible
flow of men and su;plies Eﬁ‘é southwards from Horth Vietnom has roached
high proportionag,
M M cought a pEESSRST North Vietnamese prisomer who said
it todk fmly alevm days @ to travel by truk from the Bami‘-m&phang
area into tho ﬁx South," tne sources repert. “In the Asheu Valloy,

wetve cought a pﬂm who had been in the South only four é’*’» daysoe

m@sagawagetma&wmlmm thairmthmsstopiaﬁ the South,®
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American militery officers here, confused and 11;_&@&, : by what

{

they term the v@m “upcoming stenddown” of bombing W

over North Vietnam are adjusting their tactical operations to meet the
forthcoming Washington policy change, these sources % saids These
tactical cperations include not é only the aerial bombing raids, but also
the %o clandestine g‘odnﬁg%:pemtions into the Nerthy which e

have continued on 2 restricted basis south @ of the 20th parallel

gince President Lyndon Johnsmn' ? April 1lst speech announcing the

bombing reductions The Us, S, Nevy @Y= ship-to-shore bombardment

of the North would £ € presumably also be coaseds
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In the posty ocome of the 01@%1%%&&9 oﬁeﬁtimsg not only
490 from on neighboring countricn, have acted

from. :geuth Tiotno
2s ground spotters for pimpoint American bonbing raids, along with other

aophiaticataﬁ Quasi=politicsl motivities, relisble 50UrCes report,

mtwﬁw traffic from North Vietnom hag actually
reachod unpr‘é‘ci unprocedented proportions, or whether it has aimply
become more v:i.afbla to Mmerican rmmwmme planes flying north of the
20th p» rallaI, which has not bee m;; been subjeet to Amexg.a{an bonbing

raids since April 1, is matter of high-lovel discussion byﬁd,thin

the Ameriocsn mili taxy cmm, z*eliable sourccs reperts Informed sources
 hbe; ' infiltration into South

report tha..mﬂmmm

Vietnan sbove the 6000-m-n avemm 1ate laat yeury ﬁ? tgey note thet in
Janury before the Tot offensive, the Communists move & moved two divisions

into the south sround Khe senh,
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The Americ-n commend hag yet to roloase & recont poat=Tot

estimato of North Vietnsmese infiltration into South Vietmm, %

elthough 1t 15 & known to be under sorious m

hoadquartern,

at the saigon

fmericsn mildtary officors,
are mystified as

&s well ag Western diplomata,
to why, the Mmeric:n govermment would wuEg

Horth Vietnomese at the Pirig peace talkag,
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The movey 4if effcotedy; would not scom in contradietion to the‘
meé Pontagon policy of proparing to reduse /merican trocps from
South Vietnam "in duc timo.®

"I don*t undcrstand it,® onc Western diplomnt oxplained, "I'd

hove thoucht the Amoricens would have megotisted #i tho reduction of
' thoir troops-=rather thon eimply uniloterally announcing this policys
After all, the Americcons hove only two dllefmoriosn bergeiming pointoe
tho -bembismee? Us S, bambing raide over tho North and the Amoricon militery
prosence in the Souths Why the Americoms are glving up these borgeining
- points without negoticting somothing in exchange from Henol is boyond mee”
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Some Western diplomats here believe that in the coming monthsy
if the Amorican bombing raids cecse over the lerthy Igrth Vietnom
will “scorotly onsot a do faoto reduotion" of aotivitios in the South,
Othor diplamats, om tho more skoptioal side of the politicol-EEEFbu
spectrum, “belicve that any North Vietnumese WL reduction "won®4
amount fo o row of peanuts--vhile they moy mementarily disengoge from
some arcnsy they'll keep their for orginized vmi.ts in the south or neor
the borders, while they pross the o Viet Cong to attack moro." '

(Benlzs  soxriest my politierl ploce will take more time than I thoughts
"1l & c=¢oin try to got it to you tomorrowe This piece comes from o TEEG
very good source and I thid;ia other jowrnaliste will come out with it
to¢, Haoybe Washington would like to check out why the Amoricens
ar; announcing troop phose-outs before megotiations as well as this picces

Rogards Bev)e
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