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Septs 30. 1965

FEBAO TRAL, SOUTH VIET%A%-TheVwell~coordinated Viet
Cong battalion-sized atback near the provineial capitai
here this week indicates that the American strategic plan
o pacigy the‘provinces around Saigcn has bogged downs

Attacking only twenty miles norﬁhwésﬁ of Saigon

the four pronged offensive of Viet Cong battalion 5&%5%&?‘1
shout 500-t0-700-man in strehgthuncfippled two government
companies occupying the periphery of the strategically
impaftéﬂt,ﬁop Tac (Cooperation) pland fn Hau Nghia province<2>
Viet Cong casualiies were also highe. This small frontier
iike btown ipap; 5000) is the capital of the provinces

wThig Viet Cong atteck did not put a crimp in

~ tha Top Tac plan," one American explained. "Hop Tac was

A

already crimped iﬁwthis province. It's almost dead. It has
failed=—but it hasn't failed totally. It has not met its

objeetives to pacify the provinces around Saigon, bub the

nomentum of the plan still keeps it entact."
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The Hop Tac plan for the pacification of the seven

provinces ayeund Sailgon .= which began lGllLﬂ a year g0 e

Comp &5 e D

wvas largely v American nilivary and civilian staff
efficgr$; General William C. Westmoreland, commander of

all American units, aud Ambassadors Haxwell D Taylor and

Henry Cabot Logge repeatedly pushed for the adoption and i
faithful executimn of the plan. The plan calls in the first i
step for the destruction of the hagﬁ«care Viet Cong units in

the seven provinces around Saigon--but the V@ll*COOPQlﬂdbed

Viet Cong attaak near Bao Trai this week indicated this first

gtep has yet to be successfnlly accomplished. The sqggg@

plamme step of the Iop Tac plan calls for the sraining Gocal
nilitia to safeguard the v&llages while the regular Army
baatialions conbtinue lapre-ccale end intensive nilitary
affénsives to destroy the enenye. But, in provinces such as
‘Hen Nghia, there are few young men in the villages which
the gcvernm@nt'san recruit for local nilita duticse

To execute the pr Tac plan, the ZeEmVictnanese 25
division was moved from the Gentral Vietnamese coastal plains
';%yeqr ago gm to reinforce the Salgon arca; the resuliing power
vacoumn in Cenbtral Vietnan demanded the introduction of
Lmerican combat Lroops to pfevent‘iﬁs being lost. And now,

even the reinforced area around Baigon is caaulde*ed to be

in serious troubles.
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nye have basie problems that are impéssible for us to

~ : wr [0 o€
solve,"” Oge.sffxclal explained. "The Viet Cong have | wEe.

ﬁ!siilaﬁ!!'sﬁ arméélﬁraapélééﬁggézg;éﬁnamase government in
‘this provinces And second, the.§apulatién is hostile to the
xietﬁaﬁase government, since for decades . this area'hag been |
‘under Viet Cong control. | 55

“@heiVi@@”Gong have a minimum of 2500 armed fighﬁefs
in this province and can jump bo 4000 men, ' depending on the
peéiod of their activibties. But Ghe Vicinamese government
strengbh is only about 2,000 men.

#e should have a 10-%o~1 Zforce ratio of troops in
our favor to defeat the Viet Cong--but instead we sonebimes
nave a 2-to-1 force ratio against uss

"o have enough regulax army troops Yo launch offensived
operations in the daytime, vut if we leave the importont
vowns unguardged ab night, - The Viet Cong will both over-run
the undefended towmns and installations and @h&yfll}alsa

chew, up our umite in the Swaupy battlefields .
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sphe dilemma of the Hop Tac plan is that ig'calls for
our regular Army units ge remain largely in sbatic pouitions,
wlthout much Tlexibility for offensive operations agalnst
the hard-core Viet Cong unitss Bub, it will be 1mpossible
for us to pacify this province without destroying these hard-
core units, which we don't have The troop gtrongag-to da

Reliable sources indicate tLat in the future Amerlcan

! Jlae .
combat troops“ﬁ§’%e umed in the provinces around Saigon to
find and destroy these Viet oong hard-core unilts.

While the Vietnamese government provincial staff has
lsiﬁﬁ difficult? in recruitlng in the area, the Viet Cong unlts
do mot. Reliable intelligence sources said that the Viet |
Cong have recently established "the Thu-Do (Gagital) '
 Regiment,“ compoae& of mbbile battalions of shock troops
designed to harrass the government elite government troops
- defending the outer parimeter« of the Saigon arcas Strenght
of the regiment is unknown, accorﬁlng to ga Vietnamese ;‘
governnent sourceé,. The Viet Cong 506th Battalion has
pecruited so well in this ared, that the one batzallon was
recently sPiit into Gwo battalions. The current strength
of the 506th is estimabed betuween 500 to 700 men, organiaea

into three rifle companies and one transporbation companye
Most of the troons are considered to be local South

Vietnanese, but a few of their leaders are known to be

ﬁcth Vietnaneses This battallan ahuﬁtlea between Lwo

neesy o eratxng\in.an are through the regions lying

Pyt o Tlha yras as
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This week, the Viet Cong 506th battaliOn attacked fhé :
sleeping government units defenaing the toun of Duc Lap, 20
miles from Saigcn, One elite gavernment Ranger battalion had
gone on a long, tough-day—light operation, but returned to
the town of Duc Lap, +their command post, %bto set up their
nightutlme defense, ‘ ; A

"The Vlet Cong knew the Rangeﬂs had been on the aperation
and uauld sleep wedl that night, “one folClal explalned
iEane element of the Viet Cong 506th battallon crashed into
- the commanﬁ area post housing the headguabﬁera company of the
4goverameﬁt E&g%g%fyatualion, By coincidence@ the Viet Cong
used. ghe route E?’the small steal~§§%#;d airfield where an
Air Amefloaﬁ plane ‘had crasheéqé%‘the same afternoon, killing
the two Amerlgan pilots and the efflclal of the U.S.Agency
for International Bevelonmenx (A.I.D.) on poard. LISEA
Eight V1etnamese pelxcemﬁn were posted o guard the wreckages
Unfortunately, all elght of the men were sleeping together
in one hut. As the Viet Cong passed through The areas the
eight gﬁvefnment pollcemﬁn fired on them.~ Seven were

immediately killed, one was capbured, bub their flrlng alerted
the noarly Rangers headauarters companye-
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"The Viet Cong had overpcuerlng forces' and rushed
directly towards and virbually encircleé the cammand pcs
One neighbormng Ranger company begen to rush to ¢ the scene,
but gcvernment artillery prevented tﬁ!E/}rom immedlately
reaching the enclrcléé unik. Flnally, as the reaction
force neared the command po»t, the headquarters comnany ,
retreated from the poste Heavy government casualties were
left behing--including Vietnamese and American dead but were
recovered latery e

Simulianécuély, two miles further west, other
clements of the Viet Cong 506th attacked snother Vietnamese
 regular axmy COMPENY 4 which also rebreated, and at the saée
tine mortared the distriet town of Duc Hoa and another ocutpost«

"Simply in terms of government casualties, this was
‘a ﬁluaster'“ one cource explained, "but we also hurt the
Viet Cong badly? nye have found 31 Viet Cong bodies so far,
“An have veceived 1ntelllgense reporbs that the Viet Cong
were burying £ifty other bodies in a distant village« And,
ve thinky we killed the Viet Cong batbtalion execubive
officer. We estimate a total of 200 Viel Cong killed or
wounded beéause the U.S. Air Force jets started pounding
the Viet Cong as %hey withdrews '
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"Militarily, this engagement was probably a
stafid-off, but politically, it was a defeat. Everytime,
the Viet Cong hit one of our elite m:us, it takes a long
time before the population regains @ confidence in the
governments” :

As the officisl spoke, the whcosh of American
jebs overhead was followed by the sound of buesting bombs.

"We have a report that the Viet Cong are holding
a victory celebration in a village across the river," one

officer explained. "We've called 3P in the jets to break
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