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SATGUHy M'Y Je=The increcsingly wer-worrdied sed conene ~X0
countin  the soconds before poace tnllis begin in Porice
Pew ozpeot imstent pectce But thoy do hope for & brief respite
nt ne  Communist offensive

from the continued lowekoyy
into the Chinese twin-city of Cholem, 'ﬁﬁj%im ity limits, ond
on the outskirts of the militery-civilicn eirports

“We have only twe mare diys %o go before Poris tolks beging”
one Viotnomese imtellectual expl incds "Put maybe the Commumists will
delny the Paris talks to sec Lo roculte of this offencives, I suspect
thot oven if the Communists foil thic time, they will try another

pu=h in,a the oitione”
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Both Vietn'mese and Vesterm souces p sources here believe that a
primary objeotive of % the ocurrent Communist military thrusts into the
apital—tho k-8B most intense wben battlefiold TEF thus for 1n
the offonsivoss: s“wa’em@ad to mosh directly with the boginnings
of the pesge t:lks im P rise This would bo consistent with their
articulatod stritegy of "fighting while negoti-tingd -

"The Comrunists seem to be locking for impaet end héfédliuswsking
them scem stronger as talks got closer--and atrongor then they cetunlly
:gd- 2re,™ ome mfemd source cxplained, “ﬂm_ Communists hoventy
setually shown much strength yet, but 770 are a‘ﬁan prisoners of our
experiences and the Communints went to Genava to negoticte with the Fremh
the day they &ooepted the surrender of ﬁ' Dien Bion Phm (in wm 1954).
Haybe the offensive wos designed to strongthem their hand, but on the surf e
They don't seenm strong enou@.‘"
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Or as a Vietnamese military source explaineds "I'm sure that the
Comnunists will selze come disirict or previmstedmewsiimdsy weak provincial
capitals——such«a&@huw Long or Quang Duc along the Cambodian border. But,
@. what will it mean %o them? It won't have the political boom around the

world during negotiations as it does ‘ﬁo for them to be able %o

say they have some Communists in ihe copli o™

==more reuter
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basically under control at this time, some Vietn=mese sources believe

the small-unit Communist activity will continue 2% lcast for another
month—-no mstter what heppens at the Paris telke, Official sources believe
the next few days--before the beginning of the‘Paris tolks=-will be the

militerily pivotal ones, %ﬁh nge 2.!Jg‘;“:/n‘r):)nx:ﬁ.:3'!38 faced with three choicest

either ito reinforce their unite now in the eity, to withdraw their

o,

units or to run the risk of losing them. But, Vieitnamese socurces see
a8 a fourth sliernntive~-and a growing re-lity--that the Cmunists

have de-escnlated their larger units into roving bands of three to six

men, which are capable to carrying on sniping, harrassing, and if equipped,

fece
high-impact mortaring on 9@ selected targets at will for a long duration.

s=more reuter
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”H;vl\gitarily, it's really not significant for the Communists to dz;op
inﬁacringte nortar and artillery rounds into the eity," one informed
source c.gplainud. "But, it does have a high psychologiczl impact to
terrify the people; as dod® these sniper teams they have placed on the
1‘ some of the high buildings in Cholon."

The s=niper teams MVngeen rother e@ successful in gragzing down

TR Py S o
? Jjeeps=ful of

police officials and of military officers,
relizble sources reports One senior V!;@’ Vietnamese police official

was gunned down in his jeep by the sniper teams in Cholon, not far from

the res where four Western journalists were killed on the first day of

the offensive, last Sundeoye
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Informed sources refugae to estimate sy many f:gnwu}%szg%nj orgenized
units are currently in the citye A preliminary estimat&m\nfoma? W
@ already seoms ?ut of dates However, these sources s y that
two battvlions of th%egiment of thew?’jjét Cong Ninth Division,
which is heavily heneyeamﬁég with North Vietnome=c - replacements, are

O

knomn to be fighting in north of the Phu Tho racetrack and south of the
outer perimeter of Tan Son Nhut airbase.

At least one battalion of the U, Se Army 199th Brigade was sent Tuesduy
to reinfdice v1eimese troops in the area, The American Brigade was the
same unit sent to the same  racetrack area during th. Tet offensive,

For more than twelve h;E hours, American helicopter gun ships
raked and rocketed the outer periphery of a canal leading from Long An
rrovince into Cholon, where as significant number of Communiste had
been sited, | The thelicopter rocket and machinegun runs begen at 3330
in the morning--which sent Saigonese tossing in their beds @ or running
to their b@y balconies——and twelve hours later a tornado=~shaped smoke

¢loud nscended from the srea and hovered over Cholon.
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Hank s I'11 try to give you/a long political appraisal, with
3

@aﬂf humon interest too, THMSEERW, Huve you run the women's piece
sent last week? If noty I can update it with inserts about Communist
e Also, I mnimembed

women during this offensive,

understand you cen tramsmit @ service messages to 1:&9 via Reuters

m be faster

and they'll telephone me, which I suggest using since

than throush ## commercinl chennels, -JiieEERevemeesmn Cholon looks as tho
it will be 2 hot area for at least a weecke Any chamce of the Cholon zeepager

by the Columbia professor? w Regards Bev).
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