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Gaigon, Viet Ham

Seigon, Scuth Viet Hame-A delicnte diplomatic tug-ofewar is infilivating

into this alreacy battleweary countrye
The Vietnemese govermment®s counter to the Menafield Reporty oalling
ity *narticularly unfalr, i1s the wost recany developmont in bhigh=level
(in tho nomo of .
tmerican-Vietnonase differencess The govermment statemenly issuedlthe
Personnlist Community Bloe in the Netional Assembly, wms the first officimld

remtiu@ to the raport mmd tha governmont®s first

edmicsion that tho Hansfield Report on Vietaam existeds Previous newspoper

mocouUnt e M cexTied highlights of the cormments on the

Philippinen,
? smarican officials hore "breathed & =igh of relief™ when ﬂrst@

reading the Manefield Report, thinking that it would not exacerbate tho
United Stetes-Vietnemene relations, Hut this weak'm statament from the

Rational A-nambly group imddicsted that the raport hmd some stinging effectns
The mppeal in the HMansfield Heport for a “great mobillzation

of selfless Vietname:ze leaderchip"™ wms ccubRtered by the statoment of the

Personalist Conmnity Hloo that "it ie the inaliemable right of the

governnant...to ancept into its mddst only the elaments 1t deams

irrapronchrblé.eef”
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An infiuentiel Vietnemese govermment officiml once explained, "Diem
(Prosident Ngo Dinh Diem) doesn't worzy 17 the American press is agninst
him., He orries amly if the imoericen prass s the Amarican government
ere sgeinet hime®  Tho Mamefisld Report, the first high~lavel, 51
bipartissn doubt case on thes Vietnmmese affert, wms, mora mignificantly,
written by & commission handed by "an old friend" of thie Diem Hegimes
It wms Len, Mike Mensfield (Dslont.) who in 1955 urged the United Siates
to support the neviyp-independent countrys.

"The Mansfield Report is sort of in the same mve langth ms the whole
mood of everything in Vietnam," ome officlal sxplaineds ‘*There's = tendency
that's been developing for two or threa months for a harder Ameriocmm
nttituiee There's = herdening of cur relaticnship (with the Vietname«e
governoont —mbtlp-—alrost invisidbly.®

At the henrt of the differences is the Impatient mmerican, a fastegliding,
man=on~-the=go{ who wante to win the war and win it fact, "“The Americsn
attitude is why walk when you omn run,"” one fmericen leughed, "The
Vietnamece attitude 1s why welk whan you can mit,"

Or ns Gen, Pmul De Harkinsy hend of the Military ‘ssistence Command,
axpressced 1t, 'We (hl:.-:i.mna)]mow that Rome wasn't built in m day, so we put on
m night shift.™

Yat, ths herder the Ameriocsns push, <the louder ths Vietnemese soreams
of infrimgmmant of national m-:dmzty. A vague, un-nomed slap at the
Kansfield Report was made by President Diem's powerful sister-in-law,

Hademe ligo Dinh Nhu, when she explained, "Lat the Free World unisrstand,
(liore)



then, that in this impiousm wor imposed on us by the coEmmistsse.it is not
possible thnt our right of initimtive be questicned or our salf-determinatiin...
ba slichteds

mce dencribed mu "s female Charlie Bartlett," ladsms Flm is often used
s an uwnofiicial government spokesman for anti-’mericsn remarks, which
counter the Communist propaganda line calling Diem & puppet of ér—
the United Stntems

The kisnsfisld Report mdded to Vietnamena fms that the Americen government
would ashift their support from the Dimm regime. Proeaident l'iem'=s brother amd
influentisl politiorl advisor, Hgo Dinh Nmi, 1is reported to hove recently
told one /morican official timt thoe govorament feared eiiher an American
poliocy of neutrality for South Viet Nams =am in Lmos, or en imericane
inmired coup d'atmt,

Two weelks age, a prominent Salgon lawysr, Truong Dinh Dzu, wan taken
into custody on charges of ambezalement, mccording to the memi-officiml
government news agency. Howevor, ususlly relieble Vietnanene sources said the
reason for the arrest of Uau, formera@ govarnor for the Rotsxry Club of
for Southemst Asimg was "politicms Ho wne too frismdly with Amoricans.™

The struggle between the Vietmamese govermment and fmericmn officEaldom
hers 1s admittedly ‘g shndowy, mostly unsesily ummenticned. Yet, prior

to the l.mﬁfiéld '?mort, thene developments hed slremiy surfsced, In early

Fobzuary, the Vietnamese-langunge woekly, Hhan Guyen (Human Rights), charged
that *"whurever luading authorities or elements refuse to w/ %o mmericons, do
not ingres to be under their swmy, do not close their syes to let Ameriorns
telke =ay coonomio resourocs, the United States immodlatoly thinka sbout a
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coup d*etat and rebelliom plotus® The aditor, Ha Duc Minh, oclaimed to ba
& gﬁ nmmber of Nm's politigéal prrty. Surprisingly, in = country

SadEilin gevernment-conitrolled in

whero the local presn 1s gfirresomiauIiel
varying degrses, the paper was not suspanded until the end of February.
In oid=February, U. ¢ imbraospdor Frederiak E Holting, Jr., countercd

by oalling for a "btridge of WEbwwhamiBi unierstanding® ond sppaaled for
"a rmtual sence of tolerance toward each othar, mmd m mutual confidenos

in cur pwrmoscs." He mfded, 'We should never try to 'out saart® each other in
thic joint onterprise we are involved in,™

Two wecks later, the ammmition of tho Namafield Commdssion hit Viet Fom,
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