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3nipon, Mey 8=-The Vietnamese Communiste are preporing o lounch
their om peace counter-offensive diplomotically end intermelly within
south Vietnom in the coming months, relioble sources reports

The political campeign, expected to begin po earliicr then July,

souggiong Q@
would probubly not repeat not leed to m@»ﬂ gotiations vith the #llied
fNeEm ;
bloc, oithough it might pave the way for in the long-ronge futurcs

Rolichle sources said they do not cupect any nov political proposals
in the perse counber-offensive which would indicatic substontial concessions
or o softening of their previous positionse The sourcos predict the
SGommuniate vwould simply re-state and elaborate on their previous positions,
heping thot the political tide would turn in their favor internstionally—
egpoeinily in imericam-vhiile the political end militery situntion b@

becomes more favorsble to them within south i’ Vietnams
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Captured Viet Cong documents cnd offiocicl Honoil statoments indicatoe
that the politiocal-diplomatic_moves are part of a "throe-sided campaign"
being coordinateéd with a m:utm escelation of the ground war within
South Victn:my vhich is oleo expected to ncoelerate in July or<iwbes with

the mnonsoon ¥aings
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One key point in the pcoase counter-offonsive would be the
Communi atn' official eloborotion on thedwmehdfidem the willingnees of the
Nationnl Idberntion Front for South Vietnam=—the political backbone of
the Vict Cong--to form a national coolition govermment for a neutral
gsouth Vietnam, officially independent from the Communiot North, fnother
smsddsien 1oy point would be an atteupt to raiso the prostige of the
Hational Liberation Front, to make it appear as a aeparaté entity from
Henodm-ond thus worthy of an independent role %% in disoussions with the

Allied ridecs Thus far, the Johnson Adz?;niatraticn and the Vietnamese
A Qe A

goverrmont, s hovo sald thoywesd talk with the MM

h‘?’x, "l’««‘i}./sﬁx T ) &

.@n North Victnemese regimes, %@a Fotional Liberation Front represented

on the Henol dolegations
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Political sources here believe that if the Communists are zeally
effective in their diplomotic l% presentations-~which will mexk o
prelude to the American elections in 1968--they may be able to cause a
great denl of divigiveness within the United States, épl:ltting both the
Demooratic and Republie Parties into even more fragments, with some sides
wanting to pross on t0 win the war, others wanting to negotiate even at
the price of recognizing the Notional Liberation Front and admitting 1t
into a coalgxtiqu’__gcmmw%é, and otherg wanting to nogotiate but HANNTR

\;3 * F’F&k Coa

on tormes
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Other factors deotermining whether the Communict terms would be
acooptable to the ¥ Johnson Administration ox the Vietnmese government
would appecr o rest sf on the ocutcome of the fellowings f£irst, the
Communi sts military push and how badly they oan maul Vietnomero government
forcer and tire out other Allled troopsj second, the results of the
Vietn-mese government election for President and the Semato to be held
in septembers third, how much popular rasommm onti-wer dononstrotors

AP
oan arouse in Europe, Amerion and Asie duringifsmmmm tho schedulod
hot summer of dissonts fourth bhow much American popular resentmont

develops ns budget dicoussions B begin for the fiscal yeor sterting July 1
and os Mmoricen ensualty liste grow longers
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Tho diplomatic countor-offensive alrcedy sppears to be mdmay‘
in 2 bohind-tho-scenos fashicny o renking Nerth Vietnsmese leaders
attenpt ond epparently hove succoeded to scame dogree in cementing
the Communint bloc bohind thoir upcoming militery campaign end healing
over Sino-soviet difforcnces on the conduct of the wers Norith Vietnimese
Premier Phrm Van Dong has been mﬁn Peking and a &! Horth Vietnomese
declegntion hns visited Eostern Europos

In the coming monthny tho M.plmﬁo ammter-oﬂansivé would become

more visible and more dremetic with Immmummm overscos officielo of tho
e NuUmMmEEL o S

: ;lata Hotional Liberation Front and North Vietnam holding

press confoerencon wlﬁh vestern journalistsy moving into tho non=Commund st
countrics »nd onlioting ppowm Commund o4 Partics and othor loftistoy
such na in Prance ond Italyy a;t;din njral, attempting to lure
noutrnlist countries to pressu;? pmer!.oa/ and South Victnomesc governmonts

for alsoussions on terme accoptablo § to tho Communistos
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Politiocal observers here bellcve that tho ¥ raprerzen&gt%veg y
of the Notional Liberation Front—-rathor thon the Hanod W
will goin the spotlight abroad tmd: will offer just enough varied
confliicting vicvpoints from Henol '!Eb confuse the issucsy as o mcons t0

add o the FLF prostige end its simpLeses  purportod independences
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On tho politicel fromt in South Vietnamy Viet Cong political
agents hove been busily contacting non-govermment loaders in the rdligious,
soolal and political fields, usimEstho urging thendB¥eY to bogoott tho
upceming Scptember elections £w Vietnamese Precidont and @1 Senatoy
&b elther openly or ummeMﬂcim the olections es Americen
engincered ond riggod--and encouraging them to “save their names" wntil
% difforont olections ore held for o national coalition swsemblys
Thene Vot Cong political agents have said that the future national
coalition cncembly-=woprecsenting both pro-Commund ets from the Notional
Liberation Ffromt as well as non-Communists--~would then form a national
conlition governmens, vhich nood not bo unified with Communict Torth
Vietnam in tho immediato futurce

pursons vho havo boen contacted by the Viet Cong ropresontatives caid
thatu of tho discussions ook place during the Tet lunarg holidays
in Fobrucry vhen large numbers of the population move £ relatively

froely around the countryside and into Seigone

lgre Router
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Non-Comnuni ot individuals who are known t0 have been m&
contacted b, the Viet Cong representatives include the leftist or
anti-governmont elemonts in the major religious bloosy such as the Catholion,
Buddhistsy Cao Dai and Hoa ﬁ- Hao aeotfélks as well as prestigious
political figmeadms of Vietnam's iregmented W
political partiese

Just how muoh success the Viot Cong politicel cedre have had

in enliecting the support--or the immediate meutrolity--of the
non-Communists living in the govermnment-controlled zones remeinas to

e o

be seen until all odndiateeguicr onnid candidecies are anncunced ond the

election compeign Deging this oummers
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one recent and effective oxample of €ﬁ' poutwal maneuwvering
wne the upcoming trusce during Buddha's Birthdey on May 23 South Viotnemose
!2 prime Minister Nguyen Ceo Ky first proposed the truce to the Henod
govermment for a 524 hour poriods Hanol cnubbed the offers So did the
Nationsl Liboration Fronte=but in i turn_pano Jneu own 48 hour truce,
soying it wms done no¥BRTY ot the Tequest w the loading Buddhist membor
of the VLF Presidium but also of the head of the mcm Mdhiat Chuxrch
in Snigon, Thioh @ Tion x‘imm Thue, the proatige of the NLF was
onhenocd in the eyes of the Buddhiot lesdershipy which is alrcady
%@; predoninantly a.nts.-gavermqaaning toarda the Viot Cong.

HMere Rentor
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The lact official statoment of the I&aﬁ.onal Libeoration Front
regording the conditions for negotiations Me was issued mw
at the vory beginning of the Amorican buu%:m of combat troops in the South,

f ;-ft [ i Y Yot
At a proos conferonco NLF - gtwm Etm iosued a
Y e N Re N ?
long, but vagnoly worded statmm g *reao!ntely to kick out

the United states imperialists in order to liberate the South,
build en independent, demosraticy ge peaceful, and neutrsl South
Viotnom, ond achieve notional unifications™

The ezpooted launching of the diplomstio-political counter-GTFONSE,
offensive, cpelling out these vague gonerclizations, may still be
wmacoeptable 40 the Johmson Admindstration and the Soigon-haced Vietn mese
poverrments Buty if they mm unacceptabley the
Communi +ts could well succeed to put both capitols on the political
Adeofoncivey oObservers hore saide
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