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4ATGCON, MARCH 29—-President Nguyen Ven Thieu's
recent announcement increasing his smed forces to 805,000 men
appears here to be South Viotnam's last military chance and last
politicai roeporte

The net inorsase of 135,000 men during 1968 is the
bigeest one-year jump in SITENTh strength in the l4-year history

of the Vietnammese armed forces, relinsble sources reports.
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The dramatic move is President Thieu's response to the

Communist Tet offensive--and to the prevailing view here that he can no

longer expect huge i%i 1

N DD

favorable balance ﬁw with the Communiats.
Toiha an over-powering C.mmunist second offensive,

influxes of American troops to re-establish a
e

tmericen troop level within South Vjetnam is expected to rise no
higher then the 550-men mark during the remainder of this years Present

American sirength within the country is currently S/ l! DO
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neliable sources report Ppesident Thieu's move was
made after he received the approvel of Genersl Barl Vheeler, Cheirmen
of the Us “e Joint Cpiefs of staff, during his resent trip here, Prior
to Tet, The-Pres—gent Precident Thieu had amnounced a 65,000-men inorenne
during o1l of 1968, am} the U. 3e government had reportedly sgreed

to 1tunibwmesdmirs poy for the cost of training, equipping and msmimng

them, Lest week, President Thieu announced the 85,000 these 65,000
would be treined and in the battlefield by mid-year and that an
sdditionnl T0O,000 would alse be drafieds During the Vheeler visit,
the U, 0 covernment agreed to fiwemSe the finanging of the"’i;sﬁ% s

inerease, but the funds have yot to arrive here, relisble sources reporis
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Politically, the magnitude of disruption cmused by
the eall-up, on the heels of the destruetive Communist offensive

in the citles; might be compared

to the impeot of World Var II

m # the imericen seoiety, with the even more fggagsarmg difference
$hat the Vietnam war is being fought by viatx;é&é@*@“%@f; o
soil--and occasionally on the éor doorsteps of their own homes.
virtuelly every Vietnomese family, 8% the end of 1968, will have
sent thoir drafte-age son to the battlefield, and moeny of their

re Americen women in Verld Yer II,

dsughtors, like (he™wOmGT-ET™rme
are £illing the non-military veacuum &5 typists, teachers, interpreters,
pETITL policevwcmen and &fe few in non~combattant militaxy pesitionsa

The change is marked in Vietnam where womon treditionally married young,

raised o family and stayed atl @’ home,
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4t the end of 1968, one out of every 2 FEEENT:
Vyetnamese is scheduled to be sexving in the Vgstn&mge armed forces
~Southern~born
alone; this exoludes the hundreds of thousands of young men and
a few women Tighting full or part-time with the Viet Congs
7 For President Thicu-and for the entire Allied side here~
the move brings a eriss-cross of advaniages and disadvaniages.
Internationally, and espeocially in &m&ﬁaa, me
seuth Vietnsmese government cen point fo the eall-up m %E;M
Vietnamese are carrying thelr share of the war and to dispel oriticimm
among President Johnsomn®s political opposition that the Vietnmese

are letting the imericens do the fighting for them.
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Internally, within the Communist versus Allied
framework, the Vieinsmese government has imSe entered amgs
a significent~--ond perhaps ite last méwmm with fshe &m;mats

for manpowers Since 1964, the ﬂepmting ;aanpw ba% has been
a problen both for the Communiste and for the government side-the

glmwmg teken up by imerican and North Vietnamcose insePve
troop incremenis te reinforce their respecilive sides. In the wske
of the Coomuniet Tet offensive, reliable sources here report

ths Cemmen Communists have succeeded in amasesing large numbers of
reorulis, as they seiszed contrel, &t least tmyﬁr&ﬂlﬁ ei' Iarga

numbers of villages, and politieslly displayed they w
at lenst momentarily, the upper hand ag&imt the governmenty md the *

Alliess In the aig?;i% prwimaa ef the wegtern and southern Mekong

Deltay Communist recruiiment has been esdimue estimoted by Vienwmsmeso
S0BE0 infcmﬁ '{rﬁtmmm sources to have mwh@d up to 304000 repect

305 0003} by 1tself to replece their, bETTISTIeld" Noio kg ke

Tet offensive, In Kien Hoa province; a hmvily papulated am& wﬂnmiaally
/

mi ot recrultment has been” aati%‘iéﬁ Ex,lﬁ,m as

rice Arong C pmms
many of the villages slipped under their control and the govermment
presence sha shrank and still romsins holed up im o half dosen proviseds

district towms and the provineial capital,
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; in & seoret message, the gentral gwérmaem has
reported /ordered Vietnamese battalions sweeping through comtewted
friendly, cewtembme contested or even viet Cong—controlled areas

to seize sny young ment within the draft age of 18 to 33 yesrs olds

) e f"’ﬁ & n 7_,‘4,/

vhile *Ehe:% mtiaml troining centers mﬁ\bcat camps ,}

are currently overflowing with Tredemes trainces, %hmza young men
ean be held as sort of an Yapprentioce private" N receive orFEs—
on~tho=job military training from the battalion, either in base osmp

or on operations, until t@.@?@m they can be shipped off %o

receive formal training.
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one of the net resulis of this will be & q:matity inarwse
in the Vieinmese ama@ foroes without nuch hepe of a quality inerense
in the Qfﬁl‘ff;‘!mfim&f mle the Amerioans govermment, after the mam;
visit of Genersl Crelghton rbrahms to confex with ?Nﬁiﬁiaﬂ“ﬁ }c;?mssm
in Washingtong has promised the Vieinomese troopers bﬁttw, mcm
modern squipment, which tiGy their officers have for two years asid
they badly naecig 3 wthere seenms iittle possibiiity tha'?iatmw&
army wid will reoeive mueh in the wey of politiosl indootrination

and motivation, which they also have needad for yealis
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# majory ond highly orupiel dissdvaniage, of the
troop inercuse for Péesmem Thieu is that the some of the troopa '
are going to come out of the government é.'tselfmfrw '!;iw repks of
the eivil servents, This ceons egpecially illa-tinaé., for in the mke
. of the Communist offensive, the gemmem's & government's aéministmtiw
apparatus, always sluggish and bureavsratie,; has had more end :
nore {iememif plaged u;}m {gm-demands Tor refugee housing, mlia&'
and rocovery me: sures in the oities, &8 well as attempiing to regain
i‘m ‘m}.ame,f in tha ‘eountryside, . _pimylteneouslys the t::m ”
km thrusi mw the eitias, ané their contirued premaa in the
outakirts, have m&a the M Thieu gsﬁrerxment its m&i&i target,
as twy aaaa},ar&%e i their attempis to i destroy it from iis vise-roots
1&?@1 upmaw ’
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neliable sources report the govermment's oivilian
apparatus ColRdage™ country-wide now totals 240,000, This is
reportedly double its eivilian porsonnel total of 120,000 inm lnte

Hovember, 1963, when President Hgo Dink Diem was overthrown. Dunibs

‘ m " the number efﬁmlz servants, Tuncticnalres,
and unskilled persomnel inoressed dramatically as the government
sought to cxpand lts services te its own peovle, and sought %o fight
the Tiet Cong on mn«-ﬁilitary fz‘cn'{;a, such asg inf::mtim, gﬁyﬁho}.agie&l
warfare, vublic mﬂw wﬁamatim;mwn in edusation and
henlthe
NoWs ihese these same sources repert, the number

of oivilisan povernment employees will again be reduced to the 1903
lwal totelling mxl;yw a 120,000, Part of this is for striotly
eﬁsmmm reasons, part of this is that draft-age %myl goverrment
employees will neo leonger be deferredy, no matter how eritical their
services ave demsnded jm for the government to contest the Communisis
in the non-military f;ielda

Henoe, will the while the Vieinamess army is expanding

dramnticnlly, the Vietnsmese government, by its own actions, is

shrinking, perhaps disasterously. Lijkewise on the U, Se side here,
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Likewise, on the Us 3, side here, while more Amerioan
trocps are enroute to Vietnam, the imerican economic aid mission, which
supports the Vietnamese government spparatus, 48 alan fahz'ink:imi, cutting

o

ten per cent of-its-pervn personnel 1&“8‘%“’5%" or like other misaions

throughout the world in the wake ofCHREIOINL & Congressionnl budget
reductionss

(Henks I1%11 file another plece over the weck-ond, Honday,
I%11 @#mn& the day at the airport for some zirforce briefings. 1 hope
next %ék 4o file on the essalation of Nyrth Vietnsm bombing-—but this
will not be & report on the politiczl reasons for it. If you want that

kind of ﬂieaa about ea@&latim; suggest Pentagon also work om its Hine

will be morec {::E* a snranal@ﬁ' “aa*mili%ary mﬁmla snd military results type

-s’

thing; Q‘ﬁher “for next week inolude

N,.\,bmumﬁvx ;oarmnel outs, “‘* ‘“*"at refugoe anh -

housing development., Would you went a zeepager on Tet mfﬁggaa mi‘uggae
refugees, foousing on big hooms ftwpymraxy using ares for them

in saigon? Priday and ssturday, It 115%6 1o ﬁi%n Hoa fox nﬁj’&‘ briefings

and to tske a2 lock 2%t miracle x‘ice &{&M{}ﬁt An province. /and the big

jadgon mi .é,g.;aiuwry eg:em‘tign. Eagﬁr&s Bev)e
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