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To matoh the buildup of Communint forces FFOWE-L in the
I Corps area, the me:;,iaan command has been and is continuing to
funnel in m&saiwmaf gFeame. U, %, ground troops and increased
firepowers The Tive provinces MOWeen contain nearly three Amorican
larine Divisions, three U, S, Amy divisions and two Vietnomese divisions,
the Ameriocsn gommond has| annowoced,

"The war here is now almoat entisaly m}.egate& to tha
gmfesa;ion of arms,” one imerican T S s \
pacifiocation program explained. “’I{B'& difficult to make the &merieanﬁ
offieiale in Seigon understand thi oe k'ﬁxey are z?til%\ pushing ua to go
back into the countryside~~without understanding ¥ Commundstx ragiraents

are @ hugging even t}m pﬁvp principal eities."
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_Rueve Ap of Merch 1 preliminary assessment in K the five
provinces, | 114 o the 133 pseification ? ~eor revolutionary ,
development--toams has been accounted fors MTHe Of the 114 accounted
for, only 48 per cent wore working 4n the villages assigned % to them
& for 1968, Roughly 23 per cent were temporarily assigmed to other
dutiesy such as distributing ml:l.sf supplies and assisting city
refugees, and the remaining 27 per cent jmere W
still workiﬂg in villages assigned ‘bhemk the 1967 pasification plans

The cadre~teans % and program in Thus Thien province,
which suffered from three-weecks of all-sut fighting in its chief
city of Hue, seem to be worst affected as of the Morch 1 assessmenty
only 15 per cent of the oadre, averaging 40 men per teamy were accounted
for at the time. e
s=more reuter
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If you take thef® pacification progrem only on its
measurable monifestations——number of t)am teams attsoked, number of
villages éestmyéﬁ-«it is not really a complete pioture," the source
explainad, ' ' :

"T would say on these two, our teams came out better than we

expooted, . The  damage % is going to be 2 big problem—-the st physical
damage in aitims, FEBt provineial ospifals and villages~~but it is not
sx0esgive,. . axcept for Hue. The ‘MI problem is going to be in the
villeges beeause the intensity of the war has been alot more disruptive.”
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"We have mrffam& a ai ssass'camua defeaty, or whatever
you want to call it," one mliabl@ source reporteds "I lock ai
paeifioniion as much more £ intangidle than the number of tezme—
end the numbor of canals, schools and dispensaries they have sonstrusted.
The buildings are part and parcel of paaxﬁaatiwmbut the re&l point
efm the program is whet the villagers & feel, or their
,attimde’@'x townpds their own government, That's what.welre. really

bmpersetewinen tolking obout when we disouss preifieations And
thia 1{; wﬁat our willtary strategy has faileé to give use
; “Theye is no chonge mm atmtogwbut there msy be
an misgmiﬂa&uw on the militaxy aitia,’* he continued, "To paeify,
the miiitary n mchim pust give the people seourity--to live dally
wnhcnt having to feel the wave of battle over and arcund
themy, This is where w‘w hed a tmaaﬁeus shellacking.
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: The/military stretegy is still to dewl defeat the enemy
and keep tham eway from the South Vietnamese population," the anti=

Communist source explained, "Bvem along the demilitarized gone, this

is atill the aim of the Aperican and Vietn:mese military lesders--to

keep the Horth Vietnamese Army frem" invading the South, ¥l

: ngtill, there's & vacuum that initially csn be filled by

' propaganda and psyochologionl warfare--and then has to be buidd built

up by military snd oivilien efforts. I wouldn't say the Tet offensive
bﬁE% gt:uak'an irrevoceble blow to pacification--but we might as well
fage the feot twem— that, not purely militsrily, but in the over-all
‘ ,i;;nsa, tiﬁ.i}iis’é where 3,” "# the Allies took it on the &le chin. by
“ h sammunivta imm ble cesspaaamon coordination to atiack as they

ddd, "
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The m-kmesdorp knowledgeable scuree ssld &g that the
rllied military effort during the imitial phuses e=¥ of the offensive
had fai len bagck to proteoting the eit:iw; which was a detriment to the
defensive of the villagess ;

. Thether the A1lied i’@raus, éea;;:ite an ineresse in numbers
in I Corpsy have M atrenmﬂftn :mg&xu @ stmt&gi&‘effmaiﬂ
fyom the Commumistsy and to re-assert some degree of seourity in the
vill»mss outaide the major eities in the srean, I3X is expected to be
semptecsmtonibes pVotal dcuekemmont questiond purelleling mp?
the zzredicted wmwdiw Mttlas,q surfaeing on the purely
militery side of the Vieindm ladgex. <

{Eaﬁu I think this is one of tm\mﬁm
assessmenis ,’z:y’iﬁg one of the most homest, informed sources in the ares,

Sorriest I umable to Tile earliers The Khe Sanh airsirip
was closed for two doys and I umable to get out uniil %aturday.

: Khe Ssny Janh is ot this time closed to women corr.spondents
because snother woman wounded there and Xieutmt she talking with was
gravely hurt. Hence, in the event something big does h&pmn thaz*en-%iah
I doubt~~I hope John Hughes can plan ic come ine xu‘rw umg; memo
on th&s end other developmentis in several dayss

Tomorrow I'11 stert filing a Khe Sanh asriag, probably five
or six artiaias, ar 1000 to 1500 words eachs %ia cover Golory defonses,
strategy sni—SirniTioance. I think for impaet sss must wiz write the
whole Khe Snh plece as an 4 g integrated packege, since so much has
been written about idedlwéparate facetss If you want, howevery

you ¢an run the pleces separately and scissor wp the serion,
I'm fine and collected only @M elbow swandiving into

a tmmb during szl arﬁllery ’tmwaga‘ will appreciate any guidence of
what you wmwmt think wesm nesd to cover after Khe Sanh seriesy _otherwise
7t11 plen to stey in Jaigon for awahile, I'tm also sirmailing tmg or four
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The m-kmosdorp knowledgeable scurce said &g that the
Allied military effort during the initial phuses e=¥ of the offensive
had fal len back to protecting the eitias, which was & detriment to the
defensive of the villagess _
. thether the Allied f@mw, éeapﬁ.te &n ineresse in numbers
in I Corpsy have '&hw strenmﬁe mg&:m thé stmtegia offensive
fyom the Communistsy 2nd to re-assert some degree of seourity in the
vill spes outnide the major eities in the srea, 33X is expeoted to be
Septtiotibes: D1VOTLl | cuelemmont questiond parelleling mer
the predicted bimssmbled-blocdier hattlosf surfacing on the purely
militery side of the Vietndm 3.&&883'. *
{ms I think this is one of tm\mﬁw
assessmenis fby’iﬁ'é one of the most homesty informed sources in the ares,
Sorriest I wmable to Tile earliers The Khe Sanh airsirip
was closed for two days and I umeble to get out until %aturday,

: Khe Ssmy Sanh is ot this time closed ie women corr.spondents
besause snother women wounded there and lieuteant she talking with was
gravely bhurt. Hence, in the event something big does happan thez a---a&:&sh
I doubt~-I hope John Hughes can plan to scome ine I'lm J.ong memo
on th&s and other éwa:iapmms in seveml dayse

Pemorrow I'11l start filing 2 Khe %anh seriesy probably five
or six artiame, ar 1000 to 1500 words esch. ?mia ‘sover Golory defonses,
niTioance. :‘i think for impaot eme must wiz write the :
whole Khe Senh plece 2s an - integrated packegey since so much has
been writton about ii=iE separ te facetse If you want, howevery
you ean run the pleces separstely and scissor up the serics,

I'm fine snd collected only gkimned elbow swandiving into

a trsmh during szl artillerx har*agﬂa will appreciate any guidence of
what you wmmt think wem need to covexr after Khe Senh seriesj _otherwise
1t11 plen to stey in Jaigon for awahile, Itm also sirmailing tm« er four
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