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SAIGON, December 19--General Willism C. Vestmoreland's
optimistic st tement conoerning an American troop phease-out in two
discussions and Christmas party chatter,

The approaching Yuletide ceasefire has brought a
resurgence of speoulatiqn about future = ﬂeace neSEEEEE&B’
negotiations and a re‘i;%. renewal of commgntary about the
phase-out of American troops General Wegtmofeland proposed last

month while in the United States.
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A Vestern divlomat a2t a recent cocktail party explaineds

"Frenkly, we think Veastmoreland's stotement was gimply grist for

Americsn electoral consumptions Of course, he can ¥EBesm toke out

2 4
LA A

e American 0% casualties, but it will mean

gsome troops a
a reduction in the his patrolling and operating strongths MHaybe
his statenent gave some worry to the South Vietnamese leadarﬂhip;

but thorc's indication of any other effect heres”

More Beuter
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Osficially, South Vietnamese leadersy mostly generals,
have snid the withdrawal can be eﬁ‘eotwh—-m the condition
the Vietnemese armed forces is substantially reformed and re-organizeds
South Vietnemese officers of mid-level rank see 1it4le¢ chance of a
ro~orgoni zzation;? 23 significant enough to allow any @éﬂm

substantitive p!ié:ae-out of American troopse

fMiore Ruster
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4 Republiecon politiclan,'visitiggg from Washington,
speculated, "I suspect (Pmsid@m)@) Johnsen is just snceky

enough to pull a few troops out of here befcre the election. Ittty

Quite clesr he'e got to pull some rebbit out jof W his Vietnem
hat, e

More Reuter
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A knowledgeable American officialy speaking privately:
"Therets already a big white bunny with his ears popring out of the
hats Vestmoreland could withdraw more tP®b then 100,000 American
troops from Vietnam right now--and it wouldn'y hurt“the war effort
at alls He's got enough logistical end support troops in here
for a million-man Americen forces McNamara was right when he said
Westmoreland should use his troops more efficiently tqé?%ar—instead
we are airlifting more in B;E;T heres LBJ can withdraw 25,000
troops in July (1968); 25,000 in Augusty, 25,000 in September
and 254000 in Qctober."

More Reuter
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In a =small, open=-air coffeeshop ncar ﬁ Saigontes "Wall
#treet™ arcs, a gxoug; of businessmen with b@s contracts
for the American military debated the question., One, a supplier

g ho locally pﬁﬁ/ produced items for the Americen

establishmenty oxplained, "How can the Americans withdraw? Look

at Cam Rank Bay, ! Danang and Long Binh basess You ‘know the Americans
have started om a ten=ye: iprogram to ftrain Vietnomese % senior

officors."

liore Reuter
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Another in the group, commonly called by the Vietnamese
"war profiteers," chimed ins "We'ye already made enough money
off the Americsn build-ups 4if the Americang s%ay longer we will
make more momeys if they withdraw we still have # enough money to
live abroad."

A third businessman, with several buildings rented
to Americen persommel, @ addeds "The Americans can's withdraw,
Look at South Koreas The warts been over for fourteen ye&ré ﬁ

already, but the Americans are still there."

More Redter
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- i
Some of the higher-l‘ﬁ level Vietnamese coVeERESHt

eivilien government officials are much more skeptical about the

troop withdrawal; some are worried that General Vestmoreland's

statement was the forewarning of the Americans "selling the Vjetnsiiese

down the rivers"™ subsequent reports of the Viet Cong attempting to

contact American Embassy offigicls here and to enter the Uni’i:ed

»-{.-é?ﬁ::fxfﬁw &
Nations added fuel to this YW

more rauter
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This skepticiem was expressed last week by Foreign
Minister Tran Ven Doy in an interview with this correspondent
when he saids "It (the withdrawajm depends on t%ﬁpxogress in
the gi}itary fieldse Maybe Geneorsl Vestmoreland has more elements
thantfé?;ivilians to judge the situation.™ He suggested a "tocit
agreement" might be reached fLor both North Vietnamese and mmerican
troops to de-escalate ,@ae simul tancously, expleining, "It
might heppen that the war will-fade awey without negotiationss I

don*t knows it might happen,™

Yore Reuter
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Quentioned on the skepticism of his answery; the
elder stetceman of the newly-elected govermment, continueds "It's
very, very difficult to know (about the withdrewal); it dependd n

on the effect of the bombing of N rth Vietnam end on othermita

how much ef the Viet Cong infrastructure in ‘*%evilleges had been V.
eradicated and how quickly the South Vietnamese ,political lif\m
be re=organized.

"The Communists are convinced they can'y take Scuth
Vietnam over by foreces they will fry the political way. “3«, It's

the ingidious way.
¥ liore Reuter
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persuadethe American public they are

not Communist and that we had better form a gm coalition government
with them, the ‘ﬁ have seen in South Vietnam, beeause of the
legacy of the past=—-twenty years of war against the m French and
the Ngo ge Dinh Diem regime, the revoiution and ingtability--we are
not able to organize South Vietnam pclitically- You have seen during the
elections we had 48 slates for the Senate and 11 for the Presidency.
That means we are not yet politically oréamzed.;-so we can not accept
the National Liberation Front as a political party in South Vietnam,
They will be the ohly political party with discipline and with the
support of an army, They will do as they did in Bastern Burope=
even if the Communist Party at the beginning is only a minority, it
will destroy and liquidate all the other parties...that's why we

do not accept to integrate the Front # as a body in South Vietnam—-
the integration of the Front will be the political way to itake over

South Vietnam which they could not succeed doing by force."

More Reuter
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P ET -

me ZRET aignifiod g8 Toroim Mynister sald Genoral
ﬁ%ggﬁbb Westnoreland did not Tepeat not consult with €4e South
Vietnamese governmeﬁt officials before making his famous phase-out
rrediction 1&§t monthe

(kankt many thanks for accreditation letter which just
arrivéd. Appreciate advisory if you want a special piece on Romney's
Christmas visity I suspect wires will cover him heavily., I811

coordinate with Beb about future filing, if any, this week. Regards Bev)

End Reuter
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