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HUE, SOUTH VIETNAM, February 29—Looting, vendalism and
soumnip-hmﬁag by Vietnamese governm.ntzsstx troops and Americsn Marines
during the M Hue oampai@ has increased tha battlondamaga of this
ms ravaged, ama-royal capital,

, “What the fighting did not destroy in the eity, thw f’
did," one informed source explained,

Virtually eveéy every house on both the southern and northern
banks of the Perfume Fiver has been looted, sometimes as many as three or four
times, informed sources reports i ,
» "Looting has now stopped on the south side,"” one reliable source
: Vaxplﬁined, "bec use ﬁaere's nething‘ left to grab," But, as efé?jjﬂér Februaryﬁe
27, when the fix'ingwm had virtuslly stopped, looting continued
on the ¥o northern bank, get or the eitadel area, these sources reported.
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The south side of the rivar, around the &I fmerican military
nompmmd stronghold, includes the so-called Burcpean section with Frenchified
oity layouts of grandiose gavement offices, the university seetion and '
villes rented mostily to foreigners. The firsfph&aes of the battle erupted
in this area as American Marines rushed to the rescue of the stronghold and
then faonned out, fighting 80 heotinaliy that sometimes only one city block of
buildings was clesred in a day, the uerth side of the river includes the
old imperial citadel area, resembling the Walled City complex NEXPEKINgN
ancient Chins in Peking, plus individual hmes and shops gg;ﬁr. sprinkled throughaut

the aren,
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"The looting was bad," one reliable source explaineds

npven the American <ssur houses were stripped bare. I wouldn'g
point my finger at who did it, but 1'd eertainly like to knows There
was guilt on alot of sides. The ememy was driven back from the
smerican houses on the south sidey end then 21l the clothes were
takeon=--ond things like shaving material, razors, It was just
inoredibles S e

nT ecan understand if the troops were cwled-a cold-end
in the dampy driszly weather, they'd take some booze from the cupboard,
or & blanket--but tv wts, cameras, typewriters, nos Just amazing :
things disappeareds It was bad, There's nothing else to loot
on the south aiac of the river and on the north side, there's still
looting gnine on ami no damage assessments have been made."
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on the south side of the Perfume River, durihg the
early days of fighting beginning Jamuary 31, an imerican Marine

‘ta}.d this aorrespcad&at:
' “The ARVN (.&m:r, Republie of Vietaam) would follcw

the Marines as they cleared “tHe ares somtichys and mnld ask if a
house GEEPEEn or building had peen secureds If it was——they'd go
in a tske everything they could carry. If §¢ wasn't--they'd =it dowm
and wait for us to clear out the N¥s NvA (North Vietnalnaaa% Army)
and then they'd go in and loot ite" : -
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The Hue battlefield was filled with some of the most
pég poignant, if not bewildering, paradoxes of the war. Simee the
B‘extlg Tietnomese unita had set up commend postsy foxholes end bunkers
in government buildimgs, and in the substantislly built middle and
e  upper ¢lass homes of stucco and conomete, many of g them owned by
goverment oivil servants and ?istnmm amy officers and top brass.
puring the ﬁrst iaysy ﬁ,;tnauese Army command was
reluctant to use artillery sgeinat their own properties-—but latar,
when Victnomese troops were ering high easuslties, the Army
" officers oslled in the heavylfirepower on their own homes and officess
leter, Vietnamese zmpm,_ even in t ') rraseans.of presence of ../
officers, veRa=io meender around looting and plundering the homes
ef their own top hmsa’ and senior government &pi@msg ¢
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: Even in front of talm:icn cameras and their own
officers, ARVN troopers dgrve drove up two ethalf mmﬁ"

i began loeding them full of their war bootys }miuding refrigerators,
tables and chairs, sofss, television sets and grest bundles of
clothesvg;,—»kitnkamm Even before the ol former Imperial Palace
had been swept olean of North Vietnmmese troops, ARVN soldiers,
ten blocks away, began 2% bresking down the huge steel grill doors
of the shops along the meinstreet of the north side only-deme-blocks

: o Goods from camera shops, the sitrammvio”hm,
et small grocery stores, ipy tailor shops and stationery W Weare.

were heaped onto Vietnsmese Army trucks, or the backs of &% bicyoles, /
mmA Tamde s bl nmnénam by the ealdiera. fmn ﬁmater-ﬁ
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Huch of thc'm of the Morines , vwhich s seemed
less blatant end widespread » than th2t of Vietnmese government troopers,
revolved around meking mmm immediste use 'beééing, #Er mtmsaes, water
#ms food and liquove, kitchemwsre—and then lesving the home locking
nlike a pigpen," =8 cme source explained, But, thers were isolated
sases of theft of valusbles tusked imto their packs-—such as portable
typewriters-—or of inexpensive, but useful items, and of W
souvenir objects, such as PEhih bronze Buddhist statues from family

: W ¢ neckerchiefs, -

altars, or girls TEORS
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%1 won't tell you what the Herines were doing on the % south
side," one informed cource explaineds "It was inoredible. They were
- gofmg through mattrsases and &@p cupboards looking for this gold leaf

which held out against the Communist throughout the s csmpaign, one of
the sewril small "8%t wooden "huts" had been rented to the Australisn
pemmwmean government for its dozen advisors in the aress The ranch-type
building sy was taken over by a dozen Merimes during the battle, "and
when they left the plage was a messj =all of our fustralizn olothes were
atolen o8 were our Communist weapons we hed espiured im previous battles,

one Wa Australiens ssids
samore reuter

thet is negotiable aurram;n / u‘ :
too lates gs;'v@ym Mﬁ%ﬁ&%@aﬁﬁw emg &)i‘th

~ the only stmmciaé ‘except the Vietnsmese Army hendquarters in the citadel,



2020 sag

yy 1ip
loot 9 (normass/deepe)

“Dontt get me wrong," he suids "I'm not anti-Marine, :
%hen those Marines first o=me into the eity, I loved everyone of them, :
I'm just against those dozen Merines who left this hoooh 2 mess and stole
our stuff, It's not professiona],m
"Locky at this," he ssid, "They oven.gmmirs taped up
one of thsir&dd bleadar Flayboy pin~ups." He rippedeit dowmn-snamédyy
a double~page, colored portreit of Miss Hovember cngrilys :
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Vietnamese soldiers alse readily pes gave or sold to
the Marines beer from the shops, -30ho scotoh and wfﬁiak;r taken from
priva’sa homes and sspecial home-made brew of _zioce poten% rice wine.
Other ?mtzmmef;e roops attempted to ml}o&gtw Communi ot sy
- ellay 8 flags and ensignia, to the Marimes, o well

es American 45 oalibre pistols, asking for payment in American
amsyy *Tou W S0UVenir me,” bee:me & by-word éuring
'theae transactions, as haggling over whether the item was a gift

e ax@ for sale lesmplice ensued.

Al Eﬁftar the battle, =nd then aftsr the plunder, ocome
a chilling, continuous drizzle, which geaad costed the debris with
a muwunous=-like layer of mud amg noisture,.
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